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PREFACE 
 
So how did an Englishman from the coastal region of Brighton and Hove in Sussex become 
“a most valuable officer” to the Queensland government in the early part of the 20th 
century?  
 
After emigrating from England in 1883, Henry William Mobsby didn’t just make Queensland 
his home, he adopted it with a passion, promoting not only the state, but also Australia, to 
the world. 
 
As a family historian, my interest in this man began in the 1980s when I was most fortunate 
in obtaining many of his personal photographs and it soon became apparent that he had 
had a very interesting career. 
 
Years later it was suggested that I should write his biography, given my knowledge of the 
family, and it is very pleasing to finally complete the project. This biographical timeline of his 
life and career, highlights the four international exhibitions in which he was involved.  
 
Much of the information has been sourced from the newspapers of the day, thanks to the 
wonderful digitization done by the National Library of Australia. 
 
I also gratefully acknowledge the previous research contributed by the late John Billing. 
  
 
............................................................... 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“It must not be forgotten that  
we live in a pictorial age;  
the public must, and will,  
have pictures and the force  
of a picture to convey much  
information at a glance  
should not be under-estimated.” 
 
 
 
H.W. Mobsby 
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England   
According to his birth certificate Henry William Mobsby was born on 17 August 1860 in 
Hove, a town on the south coast of England, immediately to the west of its larger and more 
well-known neighbour, the seaside city of Brighton. His parents were living at 44 George 
Street at the time and he was their fourth child. William and Sarah Mobsby (nee Timewell) 
had six children altogether but only two sons survived to adulthood.......Henry and his 
younger brother Benjamin who also emigrated to Australia with his family.  
 
There is a legend, supported by several Mobsby families, that the surname was an 
Anglicized version of a French surname, when possibly two brothers fled Catholic 
persecution in France to settle in southern England. Early church records of the mid 1500s 
show details of a MUSBIE family in Arundel, Sussex which is only 7 miles inland from the 
southern coast of England. At that time the English queen, Elizabeth I, did not allow these 
French refugees, known as Huguenots, to move more than 15 miles inland, suspecting that 
they could be foreign spies. Much research has been done to discover if this legend is true 
but to date it has not been proved.  
 
Henry Mobsby’s family can be traced back for five generation to 1716 when John Mabsby 
(spelling as recorded in the church register) married Susan Cooper in the Sussex township of 
Horsham. The Mobsbys were people of the land, mostly labouring on farms, and they lived 
and worked in areas such as Cowfold in Sussex. Here Henry’s great grandmother Sarah 
Mobsby (nee Batchelor) was a well-respected member of the community; so much so, that 
the vicar at St. Peter’s church erected a headstone on her grave which had previously been 
unmarked. As this was done quite some time after her death, the date recorded on the 
headstone is incorrect and should read March 10, 1851.1 
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 Copy of death certificate for Sarah Mobsby 10 March 1851 
 
 
Sarah Mobsby 
Widow of 
 William Mobsby of Cowfold 
Labourer 
 and Daughter of  
John Bachelor of Rusper 
 Died March 20, 1850 aged 82.  
This stone was erected  
by W.B.O. Vicar of Cowfold, 
In Memory of One  
Who Poor in this Worlds Goods 
But Rich in Christian Graces 
 Lived Long 
 Beloved and Respected 
An Example of her own Generation  
And to those that shall  
Come after. 
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Using Census records, the Mobsby family can be found working in several farming areas, 
including those of Henfield and Stanmer, which took the family progressively south, within 
the county, towards the Brighton/Hove area. It was here that Henry’s parents settled when 
they married in 1855. 
 
At the time of Henry’s birth, his father’s occupation was stated as “Watchman at the Wick” 
which meant he was a guard/watchman at the Wick Estate, part of a large manor estate in 
Hove. In later records William is listed as a gardener and then in the 1869 street directory, 
as a lodging house keeper at 4 Lansdowne Street, Hove. 
 
Thanks to the survival of one of Henry’s school books, we know that in 1872/73 at the age of 
12, he attended the Hampton Place School and his address (printed inside his school book) 
was “The Cottage, Lansdowne Street”.  There were no government run schools by this name 
but there was a privately run day school for boys situated at 35 Hampton Place, established 
in 1868 by Thomas Henry Clowser.2 Prior to this, Thomas Clowser was the master at the 
Christ Church Middle National School in Bedford Place,3 so it could be that Henry attended 
this school for the earlier grades and then continued on with Clowser when he opened 
Hampton Place High School in 1868. 
 
 
Henry Mobsby’s school book for Hampton Place School in Hove 1872-1873 
(Mobsby Papers, UQFL181, Box2, Folder 11, Fryer Library, Uni of Qld) 
 
As a young man he experienced the excitement of visiting an Agricultural Exhibition when 
he accompanied his father, in his official capacity, to this type of event held on the Goldsmid 
Estate in Hove. This may have sparked Henry’s interest in art and design, as he studied these 
subjects at the Brighton School of Arts, and also studied decorative art with Alfred G. 
Greysmith, an artist of London and Brighton. Greysmith gave Henry his first ‘hands on’ 
experience when he asked him to assist at an exhibition in the famous Royal Pavilion in 
Brighton.4 
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3
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Henry also studied chemistry, which would have been of benefit in his future career as a 
photographer, being able to develop his own images. A further course in general 
commercial training enabled him to get a job as a clerk, which is the occupation listed for 
him as a 21 year old, living with his family at 7 Haddington Street, Hove in the 1881 census. 
 
It could have been around this time that he began dating 19 year old dressmaker Mary Ellen 
Jenner (known as Nellie) who lived with her family at 28 Blatchington Road, just around the 
corner from the Mobsby family.  
 
Nellie’s father Isaac Walter Jenner, who was known throughout his life as Walter Jenner, 
was a marine artist in oils. He had spent 11 years as a sailor in the Royal Navy, employed on 
board ship as a painter, so he had a very intimate knowledge of the design of ships and their 
rigging etc, as well as great experience of being on the oceans of the world and being in all 
kinds of weather conditions. This translated into his wonderfully detailed paintings of ships 
and seascapes, of which he is best known. His early paintings contain a monogram in the 
shape of an anchor which was made up by his initials IWJ.  
 
The sea had been his life and after leaving the Navy in 1865 he chose to pursue his passion 
for art as a career, painting mostly seascapes. He was 28 at the time and was married with a 
young family, the eldest child Nellie being born in 1861. He worked as a painter and sign 
writer amongst other jobs, before being able to support his family on sales of his artwork. 
 
The life of an artist would not have been the easiest way to make a living, especially as he 
was self-taught, which in the art community of the 19th century was frowned upon. 
Fortunately Walter had contacts from his years serving in the navy and an Admiral Sir S.H. 
Derriman C.B., R.N. is mentioned as being a staunch patron of his work.5 
 
Walter’s reputation and ability as an artist grew and he must have gained great satisfaction 
when his artworks not only sold within the Brighton area but were also exhibited and sold 
from the Royal Academies in London and Edinburgh amongst other places. He exhibited at 
the Royal Pavilion Gallery in Brighton and it would be quite likely that Jenner met Henry 
Mobsby through their mutual interest in the arts. 
 
 Isaac Walter Jenner (courtesy Harold Jenner) 
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 ‘Isaac Walter Jenner’ by G. Fry, B. Mahoney and B. MacAulay 1994 – page 19 
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On Saturday 12th November 1881 there was a large auction of Jenner’s artworks by 
Wilkinson and Son of 168 North Street, Brighton. Their catalogue of his paintings shows 56 
pieces being sold and The Brighton Gazette reported some excellent prices achieved.  
 
This may have been the early signs of Walter raising enough money to enable his large 
family of 7 children, to emigrate to Australia.   The catalyst for the move may have been 
trouble he was having with art dealers and/or others within the art community. His friend 
Philip Richard Morris, fellow marine artist and associate of the Royal Academy, helped him 
to obtain a grant from the Academy to assist with fares. 
 
Part of Philip Morris’ letter to Jenner dated April 17, 1883: 
 
“...........I hasten to reply and assure you of my sympathy for your present position – which is 
quite undeserved – and to me quite unexpected – I will certainly do all I can amongst my 
friends for you – and beg you will write to me and tell me when you propose to start on your 
I trust journey, to a more fortunate destination. Let me hear from you soon and I will see 
what I can do in the meantime for your welfare.” 6 
 
There is a notation at the end of the letter, in Jenner’s handwriting: “Mr Morris obtained for 
me from the Royal Academy a Grant towards my coming out here. The sum of £40. I had of 
course to send a picture again to prove my ability as an Artist and leave my title to the 
recognition of the Committee of the Royal Academy.  W.J.” 
 
By this time Henry Mobsby and Nellie Jenner were engaged, so when the Jenner family 
decided to migrate to Australia, Henry also obtained an assisted passage on the same ship. 
Known by friends and family as Harry, he was a 23 year old when he left England, his 
parents were in their 50s and he had a younger 18 year old brother, Benjamin.  
 
He and the Jenner family would have travelled from their home town of Hove to the city of 
London via train, and then on to the sea port of Plymouth. The Government Emigration 
Depot next to Phoenix Wharf was a very busy departure centre and from the late 1840s 
business had increased to such a large degree that in 1883, the depot’s contractor had 
extended and improved the facilities. This resulted in 372 berths being available for single 
men, 402 for single women and 344 for married couples with children.7 
 
There were regular departures of the Queensland Mail Steamers from England to Australia, 
and on 30th July the Royal Mail Steamship Roma sailing under the British India Steam 
Navigation Company, departed London docks and sailed out of the River Thames and down 
to Plymouth on the south coast of Devon where it most likely anchored offshore in 
Plymouth Sound. A short stay of some 6 hours on Wednesday 1st August, without actually 
berthing, would explain the reason why it does not appear in the Harbourmaster’s Log for 
this time. Passengers were transported over to the ship in smaller boats. The S.S. Roma was 
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 Letter from Philip Richard Morris with printed address of Aber House, 33 St. Johns Wood Road, N.W. dated 
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7
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described as “a single-funnelled barquentine-rigged iron screw steamer of 2,727 tons with a 
service speed of 10 knots”.8 
  
In the Western Morning News, Mail and Shipping News section on Friday 3rd August 1883 
this entry appears: 
“EMMIGRATION TO QUEENSLAND – The Queensland Royal mail steamship Roma, Captain 
A.W. Mann, arrived at Plymouth at 4.40pm on Wednesday and left again for the different 
Queensland ports at 11.00pm, after embarking 50 married couples, 85 single men, 62 single 
women, 38 boys, 34 girls and 9 infants; making a total of 328 souls, equal to 283 statute 
adult emigrants. In addition, 25 adults (third class) and 3 saloon passengers. These people 
go out under the care of Dr Colquohoun and the single women are placed under the 
superintendence of Mrs Bourke, matron. The whole of the emigrants were embarked and 
the steamer despatched by Captain T.M. Almond, despatching officer to the Queensland 
Government. Messrs Weekes, Phillips and Co are the local agents.” 
 
According to the ship’s passenger list the three eldest Jenner children, Nellie, Florence and 
Rosamond were ‘free’ passengers, as single women were not required to pay the fare. The 
other family members, as well as Henry, were all listed as ‘assisted’. There were several 
different nationalities on board however the English emigrants made up the majority and 
there were many different trades and occupations listed including two painters. These could 
have been Jenner and Mobsby, as ‘painter and decorator’ was the first occupation Henry 
had and continued with for several years after he arrived in Brisbane. If the word ‘painter’ 
was referring to an artist, then the other artist believed to be on board besides Jenner, was 
an English woman by the name of Harriet Neville-Rolfe who was on her way to stay with her 
sister and brothers on Alpha Station in Central Queensland.9 
 
 
S.S.Roma  (National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, England) 
 
The routine voyage of the Roma began well enough. From London to the coaling stop at 
Malta, which was reached on the 10th August, the ship experienced beautifully fine 
weather. The steamer touched at Malta but passed through the Suez Canal in quarantine, 
without communicating with the shore, because of the existence of a cholera epidemic in 
Egypt. In the Red Sea the heat was extreme and it caused the death of one woman. Three 
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9
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infants also died during the passage, and there was one birth.10  The Roma waited thirty-six 
hours at the next port of Aden for the arrival of the mails, and then sailed on the 22nd.   
 
Captain Mann did not realise that his vessel was about to encounter one of the most violent 
volcanic events in recorded history when he sailed towards the Strait of Sunda, which is a 
sea passage between the Indonesian islands of Sumatra and Java. Situated in that strait is 
the uninhabited volcanic island on which Mount Krakatoa rises to over 800 metres. On 26th 
August 1883 this mountain erupted, killing over 36,000 people and destroying towns and 
villages in the area. Much of the devastation and deaths were caused by the tsunamis that 
followed the eruption and the sound of the cataclysmic explosion was heard 4,800klms 
away at Alice Springs in the Northern Territory of Australia. 
 
Captain Mann had noticed some unusual occurrences prior to the Roma reaching the strait. 
Instead of a favourable current the ship had been met with a very strong one in the 
opposite direction and 300 kilometres away there were large quantities of pumice floating 
on the sea. The debris got thicker and larger in size as the ship approached the strait and 
small particles of lava blocked the circulating pump so the ship was not able to keep 
steaming and had to be stopped for several hours for the blockage to be cleared. Naturally 
the passengers weren’t happy about this delay but it turned out to be most fortuitous, 
because if the Roma had reached the strait before daylight, the Captain would not have 
seen that the normally safe channel was studded with dangers and the chance of the vessel 
escaping shipwreck would have been extremely small. 
 
Fortunately the Dutch authorities knew of the disaster and their man-of-war Prince Heinrich, 
flying the danger signal, intercepted the Roma and advised the captain of the fact that the 
strait had been completely transformed making the normal channel unnavigable. He was 
shown which route within the strait to take and was able to sail the vessel safely through.11 
 
With Jenner’s love for painting seascapes, it is not surprising that he made sketches of this 
event and several years later produced two paintings illustrating the scene, and showing 
how the force of the explosion split the island apart. The painting shown below was 
described as “S.S. Roma entering Sebassa Channel after the eruption of Krakatoa. Sea 
covered with pumice. Signal from Dutch man-of-war flying ‘Stop! You are running into 
danger.’”  The other was titled “S.S. Roma off the remains of Krakatoa and the south 
entrance of the now blocked Sebassa Channel, steering for Batavia” and both were 
exhibited at the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London in 1886.12 
 
After a safe arrival and departure from Batavia, the ship then sailed on, with the monotony 
of ship life relieved at intervals by entertainment of a musical and literary nature. The 
captain and doctor delivered interesting lectures which were intended to be useful to the 
immigrants, and Divine service was held every Sunday.13  
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‘Krakatoa’ by Isaac Walter Jenner 1887 
(Source: http://www.artnet.com/artists/isaac-walter-jenner/past-auction-results)  
 
The Roma arrived at the first Australian port of Thursday Island on 17th September where 
100 tons of cargo was dispatched and after a 24 hour delay, 16 new passengers were taken 
on board from the steamer Gunga. Thursday Island was a busy and important port of call at 
this time. Settlement was on the southern shores where there was a sheltered deepwater 
anchorage. There would have been much excitement on the Roma upon reaching this first 
port in Australian waters and thanks to the artist Harriet Neville-Rolfe, we can enjoy the 
view of Thursday Island as seen by the passengers. 
 
 
Thursday Island 1883 by Harriet Jane Neville-Rolfe 
(Watercolour over pencil on wove paper 
Gift of the artist's son in her memory 1964 
Collection: Queensland Art Gallery) 
 
Cooktown was the next stop on the 20th, one day later than scheduled due to the delays in 
both the Strait of Sunda and again at Thursday Island. During the 1880s, as many as three 
8 
 
immigrant ships per month steamed into Cooktown from England. In 1883 alone, the Roma 
was one of several ships which landed 380 people at the town.14 
The next day the ship sailed on to Townsville, a much larger town than the previous two. We 
can only imagine what the passengers on the Roma must have been thinking when they 
arrived at such remote ports as Thursday Island and Cooktown. After mail, cargo and 
passengers had been discharged, several other passengers boarded the ship which 
continued on its southern journey to the next port of Bowen, where there was a sheltered 
harbour and a newly constructed jetty. 
 
The steamer called into Mackay and then Rockhampton, which was reached on the 23rd 
September, landing passengers at both ports.  The final 217 emigrants reached their 
destination of Moreton Bay on 25th but were disappointed to realize that they would have 
to spend another night onboard ship before being taken up river to Brisbane town on the 
Francis Cadell, a paddle steamer used to ferry passengers up river to the Immigration Depot 
in William Street.  
 
 
 
 
Queen Street, Brisbane in 1883  
(Neg No.8767 State Library of Qld) 
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Brisbane 1883 to 1897 
  
The Brisbane Courier reported that three ships had landed in Brisbane within that week, the 
Roma being the third, making over a thousand new immigrants to Queensland. Many 
headed out of Brisbane to the country towns where tradesmen and labourers were needed.  
The Depot had to accommodate several hundred people and the newspaper report stated: 
“No difficulty has been met in dealing with so many immigrants, as they are all quiet, decent 
people.”15 
 
Henry Mobsby was to become very well acquainted with this depot building in William 
Street because a few years later it became the office of the Queensland government’s 
Department of Agriculture where he was employed for many years. His photo of it below 
right, dates from circa 1906.  
 
 
(Neg Nos.67634 and 6326 APO-32 State Library of Qld)  
 
It is not known how long the new immigrants spent in the depot but the first address for the 
Jenner family was a rented house in Dornoch Terrace, Highgate Hill. Henry may perhaps 
have lived with them at first, whilst finding a job to support himself. On 10th September 
1884, just twelve months after arriving in Australia, he and Nellie Jenner were married and 
later moved into a house in Sylvan Road, Toowong. 
 
He found work as a painter and decorator, and by February 1885 he was secretary of The 
Brisbane Society of Operative House Painters and Decorators.16 The men were in the process 
of forming a Trade Union in March when difficulties between employers and employees 
arose and strike action became imminent. Fortunately the difficulty was settled and the 
strike was averted at that time.  
 
Later that same year a suggestion to form the Brisbane Trades and Labour Council was 
made by way of a notice in the Brisbane Courier newspaper and various Trade Union 
secretaries met and formed the new Council in September 1885 with Henry being voted in 
as a Trustee.17 As a newly arrived Englishman, he must have quickly gained respect from his 
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fellow workers as a forward thinker and well-spoken person who they felt would suitably 
represent their cause. He may also have been better educated than many in the trade.  
 
There was an Intercolonial Trades Union Congress held in Sydney the following month, and 
as a Queensland delegate, he accompanied the Council president William Galloway and 
committee members French and Mullen.18 The annual Eight Hours Demonstration through 
the streets of Sydney preceded the Congress and hundreds of members from various trades 
took part. The total number of marching men reached 12,000 with the Trade Union 
delegates from each of the Australian states leading the parade.19 
 
After the five day congress, the delegates were taken on an excursion by train, over the Blue 
Mountains to enjoy the beautiful scenery of the area on route to Eskbank where they were 
shown through the Eskbank Ironworks. After lunch at the hotel the delegates made the 
return train trip back to Redfern station in Sydney20 then travelled back to Brisbane on board 
the steamship Eurimbla.21 
 
1885 was also a significant year in Henry’s personal life as he became a father, when his wife 
Nellie gave birth to their daughter on 15th August. They named her Nellie Alberta Timewell 
Mobsby. The baby was named firstly for her mother, then Alberta a family name within the 
Jenner family, and lastly Timewell which was the maiden name of Henry’s mother. With 
both mother and daughter named Nellie, they chose to call her Berta (short for Alberta) and 
that is how she was known all her life.   
 
                               Nellie Alberta Timewell Mobsby (1885-1967) 
 
- o - 
 
Walter Jenner was also forging ahead making a name for himself as an artist in Brisbane, 
setting up an Art Studio in Chancery Chambers, George Street in 1884 and also continuing 
his lifelong commitment to helping charities, by donating his paintings for use in fundraising 
raffles, as he had done in England. This would also have been a good way of developing a 
rapport with the wider community in the colony. The Brisbane Charity Organisation Society 
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held an art union with one of his donated paintings in August of that year.22 He was one of 
five men listed under the title of Artists in Oil and Water Colour to appear in the 1885/86 
Brisbane Trade Directory and on at least one occasion he was visited at his studio by the 
Governor of Queensland, Sir Anthony Musgrave, together with Admiral George Tryon who 
commissioned a painting of Queensland scenery.23 
 
  Walter and Mary Jenner (courtesy Merle Edmonds) 
 
Coming from England where art galleries and art exhibitions were widespread, Jenner found 
Brisbane quite devoid of art appreciation and as early as 1884 he discussed with two friends 
in the art world, the establishment of a Queensland National Fine Art Gallery. These men, 
Swedish born Oscar Fristrom and German born Louis Wirth, both arrived in the colony the 
same year as Jenner and all three men actively encouraged the establishment of a 
Queensland Art Society, which came to fruition in 1887.24  
 
In December 1884 Jenner wrote a letter to the Telegraph newspaper suggesting the building 
of an Art Gallery .... “situated if possible in the public gardens or park, which might contain 
the botanical and horticultural gardens and also the zoological gardens and so make one 
institution minister to the success of the others”. He offered to commence the painting of a 
large picture to donate to the Colony as a “nucleus of the future collection of works of art”.25 
It wasn’t until 1895 that the Queensland Art Gallery was finally established and Jenner’s 
painting ‘Cape Chudleigh, Coast of Labrador’ was one of the original gifts.26 
 
- o - 
 
On the first day of March 1886 an Eight Hours Demonstration was held in the streets of 
Brisbane and the Federated Seamen’s Union proudly unveiled their new banner which had 
been designed and painted by Henry, assisted by Walter Jenner and several members of his 
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family, with his three daughters having sewn and trimmed it.27 The cedar frame supporting 
the banner was also Henry’s design and the first of its kind to be made in the state. 
 
Trade Union banners had their origin in the early 19th century, used by newly formed unions 
to declare their role in society and to build a sense of unity for their workers. Many 
hundreds of banners were made in England but by the 1880s and 1890s many Australian 
unions commissioned their banners from local artists. The banners usually depicted the 
concerns of the workers, their union and the nature of their work, all rendered in the artistic 
style of the period. Henry was at that time working for James Lang and Co, Art Decorative 
Painters and Designers, but was under no obligation to that company and therefore able to 
take the time to complete the banner for the Seamen’s Union. 
  
The Eight Hours Movement in Queensland had begun many years earlier in an effort to limit 
the long daytime working hours of tradesmen. Because of the hot summer weather in 
Brisbane, workers continued with their agitation for change and formed the Brisbane Eight 
Hour Day Anniversary Union in 1861.28 It was not until the 1920s that an eight hour day was 
gained across the spectrum of trades.  
 
The Brisbane Courier newspaper of 1st March gave a lengthy and detailed description of the 
banner which had taken several weeks to complete. It measured 12ft by 8ft (3.6 x 2.4 
metres), was made of royal blue double thickness silk, was lined and bound by ribbon and a 
deep gold coloured fringe along the bottom edge. As well as many beautifully painted 
scenes of seafaring life, there were flags of the four colonies with which the Union was 
federated, ie: Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and New Zealand.29  
 
At the same time as the excitement of unveiling this new banner, the difficulties between 
employers and employees within the painting trade had returned and at a meeting held in 
Synod Hall, Edward Street in Brisbane, sixty members of the Operative Painters Society 
voted to take strike action. Henry, as secretary of the society, reviewed the course of the 
dispute from the beginning and was stated as saying “the employers had not only broken 
faith with the operatives but had treated them with contempt”. He supported the resolution 
of the operatives to strike and said “the Trades and Labour Council had taken great pains to 
bring about a settlement of this dispute and had done all in their power to avert a strike 
without laying themselves open to the charge of having poked their noses in”.30 For one so 
new to Queensland, he was certainly making a name for himself in the newspapers of the 
time. 
 
He had joined a fairly unique band of artisans when he became involved in designing and 
painting union banners. Following the success of the one for the Seamen’s Union, he and 
Jenner submitted their design for a new banner to the committee of the Eight Hours 
Movement, and won the contract which paid them £5.5s.31 This one, to be ready for the 
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following year’s march, was a huge undertaking and their design was quite complicated with 
different paintings depicting different subjects. 
 
A journalist from The Telegraph newspaper was invited to inspect the completed banner 
just prior to the parade, and a lengthy, flourishing and very complimentary description of it 
was printed in the paper on 22nd February 1887. He stated that the banner had been 
produced by the “well-known painters of this city and would compare most favourably with 
the finest of the Melbourne eight-hour banners.” 
 
“The principal design is painted on a background of royal blue silk surrounded by a 10 inch 
border of violet silk, which on the inner edge has a gold line with beautiful scroll corners. In 
the centre is a large elaborate gold and crimson-cushioned figure 8, in the upper loop of 
which is the face of a clock with the hands at 8 o’clock, denoting the hour for beginning 
work, and in the lower loop is another clock with the hands at 5 o’clock, the hour for leaving 
off. The crimson-cushioned work has a silver edge and is entwined with a rich golden, floral, 
vine-leaf design with a cluster of luscious white grapes hanging from the cross of the 8. The 8 
is encircled by an oak bough with golden acorns on the one side and a laurel bough with 
berries on the other.  
 
It rests on a base of lavdiglio, or dove and gialla de Siena, or sienna yellow marbles and is 
supported on either side by a lovely pearl cornucopia, from one of which issues golden grain 
and from the other a varied collection of choice fruits, which makes one’s mouth water. 
Stretching across the banner over the eight is an elaborate gold scroll, which descends half-
way down the sides to two panels with ‘Peace’ on the right hand and ‘Plenty’ on the left in 
silver letters on a pink ground. Entwined in the scroll is a crimson shaded ribbon with the 
motto of the committee in silver letters “United to protect, not injure”. 
 
On the left wing of the golden scroll is a tablet depicting bricklayers at work and on the right 
wing one depicting a carpenter’s shop. On the sienna yellow marble of the base is the 
inscription “Eight-Hours Demonstration” in gold bent letters and on the dove marble below is 
“Established March 1855” in German sunk letters with “Brisbane” in gold colour block sunk 
letters. The bottom edge is finished off with a rich gold fringe. 
 
On the obverse the background is of crimson silk surrounded by a darker crimson 10 inch 
border, on the outer edge of which is an inch of violet binding. The inner edge of the 10 inch 
border is surrounded by an inch gold line. The design on this side is very elaborate gold-
shaded scroll work, the lower part of which is divided into three panels in which are scenes 
representing labour, recreation and rest. On the left is labour represented by two smiths 
working at an anvil. In the centre is recreation, a charming landscape – a view on the 
Brisbane River near the Hamilton. On the river are two or three yachts, a sculling boat and a 
steamer, and on the bank are several picnic parties and a coach. 
 
On the right is rest, a suggestive piece of genre painting of the realistic type. A labourer is at 
home seated in a chair in a comfortable room. He is tired out and has fallen asleep over his 
newspaper, while his wife is busily engaged putting baby to sleep. Rising from behind the 
centre panel is a sienna marble pedestal, on which rests a shield, bearing the Brisbane arms, 
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which is supported on the one side by a gentleman dressed a la Parisienne, representing 
capital, and on the other by a man with a spade a la digger representing labour. 
 
Flying over the top and entangled in the gold scroll work is a light blue shaded ribbon upon 
which is the inscription in gold letters “Friendship, Union and Progress”. The banner is 
suspended to a polished cross pole, 13 feet long, by violet hoops and at each end of the pole 
is a blue and gold tassel. It will be carried on polished cedar carriage into which it will be 
fixed by means of poles with gilt turned tops. 
 
Messrs Jenner and Mobsby were awarded the first prize for their design and so enthusiastic 
and conscientious have they been that they have, with the approval of the committee, 
considerably improved on the original design and put in a great deal more work than they 
contracted for. The gold scroll on the left of the banner is much more finished and artistic 
than the one in the original sketch and the artists deserve the highest praise for the manner 
in which they have executed their commission. The banner is a credit to them and one that 
Queenslanders may be proud of. 
 
There is, however, one thing that we cannot let pass without adverse criticism and that is we 
think the introduction of the two very realistic tablets on the front design greatly mar the 
general artistic effect of the design. We do not object to the carpenter’s shop so much as to 
the great ugly quadrangle brick building with its scaffolding, the straight lines of which are 
certainly not those of beauty. In all other respects we have no fault to find. The drawing and 
shading are correct, and the colouring is excellent. 
 
The figure 8 is a masterly piece of work and the luscious clusters of white grapes acquire a 
remarkable translucency from the golden foil on which they rest. The delicately shaded pearl 
cornucopias are such that Ceres and Pomona might be proud of and the golden grain and 
the various fruits issuing therefrom, which are exquisitely painted, are such as those 
goddesses will cause to flourish in this soil and climate provided man will lend his eight hours 
diligent labour. 
 
The decorative work is of the highest order or merit and the view on the Brisbane River, near 
the Hamilton, is a remarkably good piece of landscape painting. The panel representing 
labour is also of special notice. The smiths are at work at the anvil and the effect of the 
“burning sparks” flying “like chaff from a threshing floor” is very good. 
 
The cost of the banner is £175 10s and the artists have spared no expense and labour to 
make it a credit to the colony and to themselves. The time occupied was five months. The 
banner is at present at the School of Arts, but will not be on view until the 1st March, when it 
will be unfurled at the head of the procession. Mr. O. Fristrom32 painted the two figures of 
capital and labour, and also the wife and child of the mechanic, in the medallion 
representing “Rest”. 
 
The Eight-Hour Movement parade took place on the streets of Brisbane and their brand new 
banner was at the head of the march behind the Headquarters Band, all smartly dressed in 
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their white tunics. Under the shadow of the banner came the members of the Trades and 
Labour Council of Queensland, where no doubt Henry was marching proudly. Not only was 
the leading banner his design but the much admired one of the Federated Seamen’s Union  
was also his creation from the previous year and both banners were new, as opposed to 
those of the other unions.33 After 17 years of use, this new Eight-Hour banner was last 
carried in the parade of 1904 by which time it had become tattered and torn.  
 
 
Eight Hour Demonstration banner – Brisbane 1887 
(Original photo by Gwen and Edna Melrose, Jenner’s granddaughters, and reproduced in 
the book ‘Isaac Walter Jenner’ by G. Fry, B. Mahoney and B. MacAulay 1994 page 23) 
 
In the Brisbane Trade Directory of 1887, Henry was listed as the only Art Decorator with an 
address in Sheriff Street, Toowong. He also worked in partnership with a man named 
Cameron, from an address in Roma Street. They were mentioned in a newspaper article in 
June with regards to an artistic display for the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations.  
 
Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee, the 50th anniversary of her reign, was celebrated in 1887 
in England on June 20th and 21st and also in a series of events throughout Australia. Crowds 
of people thronged the streets of Brisbane to see the illuminations and decorations on the 
city buildings. Angus McKinnon of the Victoria Bridge Hotel displayed transparencies of 
views of the bridge on his building, and of all the transparencies in the city, these particular 
ones were “universally acknowledged as showing the best and most artistic work, a credit to 
the skill of Messrs. Mobsby and Cameron, the contractors on the new building.”34 
 
Later that year they were commissioned to create a painting for a display by the Australian 
United Steam Navigation Company’s shipping exhibit at the Brisbane Exhibition. They 
produced a large picture measuring 12ft by 6ft (3.6 metres x 1.8 metres) containing three 
historical sketches of the Brisbane River, from 1851 to the present day. One view showed 
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the river in its virgin state in 1851 and another more recent view depicted two steamships 
pulled up at the wharf, one of those ships being the Roma which was the passenger ship on 
which Henry had arrived just 4 years earlier. Both of these sketches were done in oils and 
finished off by Henry’s father-in-law Walter Jenner, in order that they would be of the 
highest standard and a credit to the colony.35 
 
By 1888 Henry and his family had moved into Fern Cottage in Earl Street, Toowong and he 
had a new business partner by the name of Robert Gibbs.36 Their business was called 
Mobsby and Gibbs, working as Painters and Decorators from premises at 3 Market 
Buildings, Roma Street. Theirs was the lowest of six quotes tendered, for painting the 
exterior wood and iron work on the Brisbane Lands Department building in September of 
that year.37   
 
 
(Advertisement in Pugh’s Almanac 1888) 
 
Now that he was living in the Toowong area he became involved with the Liberal party’s 
initiative of having an association to watch over the Liberal interests within that electorate. 
He attended a meeting in the School of Arts, Toowong in September 1888 where thirty 
Liberal party supporters voted to call the association the Toowong Electorate Liberal 
Association. Office bearers were appointed and it was decided the committee should be 
made up from the different districts within the electorate. Henry was one of the twelve 
members who were appointed to represent the Toowong Shire of the electorate.38 
 
It was common practice in those days for companies to promote themselves by printing and 
distributing almanacs, and the Telegraph newspaper listed the 1889 almanacs they had 
received from various well-established companies such as the New Zealand Insurance 
Company and the Australian Mutual Provident Society. Surprisingly Mobsby and Gibbs 
contributed a small pocket-sized one described as “attractively got up and has notes of the 
year and postal information in addition to a diary for the year.”39 
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The firm won the painting contract for the Queensport Aquarium, Queensland’s oldest 
theme park, which was situated on the Brisbane River near Hemmant. It opened in August 
1889 with a ceremony attended by several members of parliament and distinguished 
citizens of the district. This wasn't an ordinary aquarium; as well as seals and sharks it also 
housed the finest collection of tigers in captivity and a huge concert hall. It was the place to 
go on the weekend in Brisbane.40 
- o - 
 
Membership to clubs and societies has always been a great way of meeting like-minded 
people and creating business contacts. It was also a measure of one’s social standing in the 
community in the early days of the colony and to this end, both Henry Mobsby and Walter 
Jenner became members of Masonic Lodges, Walter in January 1888 at St. Patricks Masonic 
Lodge No.279 I.C.41 and Henry, member No.24 at Toowong Lodge No.2306, on the 30th 
October 1889.42 A cabinet photo of a Masonic group at Toowong in 1888 is the first printed 
photograph known to have been taken by Henry.43 
 
After being in Brisbane for seven years and steadily increasing his position within the 
community, Henry’s business partnership of Mobsby and Gibbs was not doing well 
financially. During 1889 the Brisbane newspapers recorded several claims in the Petty Debts 
Court for amounts of money owed to them. The final blow came when one of their workers, 
James Stewart, fell to his death from the scaffold of a grandstand being erected at Eagle 
Farm on 24th June 1890. 
 
A magisterial enquiry was held into the death on 21st July and from evidence given it 
appeared the workman was standing on a plank which was resting on a piece of rotten 
timber used as scaffold. The timber gave way and the man fell 40 ft (18.3 metres) to the 
ground. Evidence at the enquiry indicated that Gibbs was aware some of the timber was in a 
poor state but still allowed it to be used.44  
 
The widow of James Stewart, who had a family of four children to support, applied to 
Mobsby and Gibbs for aid under the Employer’s Liability Act. The company had previously 
taken out a policy with the Queensland Mutual Insurance Company to insure themselves 
against such a claim but their claim was denied because of the apparent negligence of 
Gibbs. Mrs Stewart’s friends felt she had a good case for compensation against the firm so 
they helped fund her legal action in the district court. She won the case and on 22nd October 
an amount of £374 8s (approx $70,000+ today)45 was awarded to her against Robert Gibbs. 
The amount calculated was for three years estimated wages at a rate of 8 shillings per day. 
Unfortunately for everyone involved, Mobsby and Gibbs’ financial position was so bad that 
they could not be made to pay such an amount and the company became insolvent.46 When 
the Petition of Insolvency was lodged with the Supreme Court on 29th October the cause of 
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the firm’s financial difficulties was listed as a combination of three things – Dullness in trade, 
Inability to recover outstanding debts and Losses on contracts.47 
 
Gibbs was a single man living in lodgings so he had no assets to sell and was therefore 
unable to pay the widow of James Stewart. This made Henry responsible for the amounts 
owing to the creditors of the Mobsby and Gibbs firm, the sum of which amounted to almost 
£300. Bankruptcy proceedings began when the Official Trustee visited Henry’s home, then 
in Baroona Road at Rosalie, and took an inventory of all his furniture and furnishings. It is 
interesting to note that the inventory included ten oil paintings, six framed and four 
unframed.48 No doubt these were done by Henry’s father-in-law Walter Jenner who gave 
many of his paintings to family members. Over the years these became known as the ‘Home 
Collection’. 
- o - 
 
Since arriving in Brisbane, Jenner had been busy not only in creating many artistic works, 
but also teaching oil painting classes at the Brisbane School of Arts from as early as 1886.49 
His studio received high praise by a visiting journalist in May ’87. 
 
“The studio of Mr. W. Jenner at the School of Arts is well worth a visit and it is probable that 
few lovers of art are aware that works of such a high order of merit as adorn his studio are 
to be met with, fresh from the brush in Queensland.”50 
 
In the art section at the annual Brisbane Exhibition in August that year, a display of drawings 
by his students received an excellent review.51 In December that same year Jenner disposed 
of 58 of his works by art union, a practice which he repeated in 1889 and 1890. 
 
52
 
53 
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Jenner taught art at the Brisbane Technical College from 1887 to 1889, as well as Miss 
O’Connor’s School, Oxley54 and Misses Gilders’ School for Girls in Adelaide House, Ann 
Street.55 By the end of 1892 Henry had also begun teaching a drawing class at the Milton 
School of Arts and it proved popular because the committee of the school agreed he could 
use the class-room for the following quarter and receive 85% of all fees paid.56  
 
-  o  - 
 
The Brisbane River has always been prone to serious flooding and the first of these events 
that Henry would have witnessed was in January of 1887. Brisbane’s population at this time 
was approximately 100,000, with buildings similar to a country town, except for a couple of 
larger government buildings in the city area. Flooding was caused by a tropical cyclone 
which moved southward down the east coast of the state until it reached Brisbane, where it 
remained stationary for two days and two nights. The rain, coupled with gale force winds, 
continued unabated, causing the death of several people, damage to a great amount of 
property and leaving many people homeless. 
 
Again in July 1889 heavy rains caused the river to rise to almost the flood mark of 1887, five 
vessels became adrift in the river and the wharves submerged. But nothing would have 
prepared the people of Brisbane for the devastating floods caused by three consecutive 
cyclones in February 1893, when the river rose 23ft 9in (7 metres) above normal. The 
northern end of the Victoria Bridge was destroyed, buildings in the town centre were 
flooded and houses in Ipswich and Brisbane were washed downstream. Several boats were 
carried by the flood up into the Botanic Gardens and onto the Eagle Farm flats. At 
Indooroopilly the force of the water took the railway bridge away.  
 
 
Queen Street, Brisbane - 1893 floods  
(Neg No.84890 State Library of Qld) 
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A week later, just as residents saw the waters subsiding, the second cyclone brought more 
rain causing another flood of the Brisbane River and this was again repeated some days 
later causing a third flood, which reached its maximum height on 19th February, only 10 
inches (.25 metre) below the first flood level.57  
 
During the 18 days of severe weather, seven men drowned through the flooding of the 
Eclipse Colliery at North Ipswich and several other deaths by drowning were reported. 
Almost one third of Brisbane residents were left homeless or affected by the floods in 
February but whether Henry’s home sustained any water damage (be it still at Rosalie or his 
next address at Taringa) is not known. 
 
That same year he resigned from the Toowong Masonic Lodge but returned to Freemasonry 
some years later as a founding member of the Indooroopilly Lodge. In the meantime he was 
a member of the Manchester Unity Independent Order of Odd Fellows at the Loyal Duke of 
Edinburgh Lodge in Toowong, where he rose to be the ‘Noble Grand’ or ‘Master’ of the 
Lodge.58  
 
His family expanded with the birth of their second child, a son born on 14th March 1894 at 
‘Brighthelmstone’ in Marmion Parade, Taringa.59 The little boy was given the name of Arthur 
Henry Timewell Mobsby but became known as Jim, and on 19th September 1899 he was 
baptised at St. Andrews Church of England at Indooroopilly.60 
 
   
Arthur Mobsby with his older sister Berta, and his father’s camera 
 
It’s uncertain when Henry became interested in the art of photography. It was a fairly new 
invention from the mid 19th century and there were several photographers with studios in 
his home town of Brighton in England, but out of the large collection of old family photos 
that have survived, there are none of him or his family prior to his arrival in Australia.  
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The Masonic group photo taken in 1888 has been the earliest discovery of his printed 
photographic work, however as mentioned before, in June 1887 the transparencies 
decorating the Victoria Bridge Hotel for the Queen’s Jubilee appear to be the first 
documented evidence of his abilities in this field. He joined the Queensland Amateur 
Photographic Society, where he later became vice president.61 
  
In 1896, at an Art Competition sponsored by Mellin’s Food in London, he entered nine small 
views of Queensland scenery, and earned himself a bronze medal for hand camera work.62 
Sadly this is one of the missing medals which had been amongst memorabilia handed down 
in the family. (see last chapter) 
  
No doubt Henry would have been advertising his services as a photographer, as well as 
spreading the word through friends and acquaintances. In November of 1895 Mr and Mrs 
Ernest Eschenhagen, a celebrated baker, restauranteur and caterer who could boast that 
some of Brisbane's elite citizens, including successive governors of Queensland, were his 
customers, took his staff on a boat ride and picnic to Seventeen Miles Rocks. It was an all-
day event and Henry was also invited to take some photographs.63  
  
As a naturally keen photographer who enjoyed being out and about recording public events, 
he was fortunate enough to capture the Queensland Governor Lord Lamington on a bicycle 
outside the gates of Government House in April 1896. The Queensland Cyclists’ Union 
organized a cycling event from Parliament House in Brisbane to Sandgate, in which three 
amateur cycling clubs of Brisbane participated, including 24 lady cyclists.  
 
A large crowd of the general public gathered to see these lady cyclists, who were a bit of a 
novelty, and also to see the Governor who was to address the participants before they 
departed. Much to everyone’s surprise Lord Lamington did not arrive in his carriage as 
expected but rode up to the gates on his bicycle, followed by Lady Lamington in the 
Government House carriage.  
 
 Digitized newspaper photo from The Queenslander 2 May 1896 
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All of the photographers, both amateur and professional, were caught unawares except for 
Henry, who with his hand camera, was perfectly positioned opposite the gates and just had 
time to drop the shutter before Lord Lamington dismounted.64 
  
-  o  - 
 
The Mobsby and Jenner families were always very close, not only because of marriage but 
also due to the bond between Henry and Walter with the work they produced together on 
art projects.  When Walter’s eldest son Clarence married in February 1897 at St. Andrews 
Church, Indooroopilly, Henry’s eleven year old daughter Berta, was invited to be in the 
bridal party. After the church ceremony, the guests attended a reception which was held at 
Henry’s home, ‘Brighthelmstone’ in Marmion Parade, Taringa. The wedding cake was made 
by Ernest Eschenhagen.65 
 
Shortly after that the Mobsby family moved from Taringa to Hunter Street, Indooroopilly. 
The areas of Taringa and Indooroopilly where both the Mobsby and Jenner families chose to 
reside, were leafy areas with a hilly landscape. Before 1870 there were very few houses but 
with the completion of the railway line to Ipswich in 1875 and establishments of stations at 
both Taringa and Indooroopilly, the area had grown more rapidly. Originally there were four 
trains per day but as the service improved so did the progress of the areas.  
 
The tops of the ridges and hills and the land along the river were quickly purchased by 
professionals and business owners, and many lovely homes were built, some of which still 
remain today. The flood of 1893 was a disaster for the area when the Albert Rail Bridge was 
washed away but it was rebuilt in 1895 and the area continued to thrive.66 
 
 
Scene at Indooroopilly circa 1890 
(Neg No. 96011 State Library of Qld) 
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Career Beginnings 
 
Sometime during the 1890s, Henry managed a Baker and Rouse photographic store in 
Brisbane,67 and he must have been well respected by this company because when the 
Ipswich Technical College was thinking of introducing a Photography course in 1901, they 
sought the opinion of the Baker and Rouse Company, who recommended Henry as a 
teacher and lecturer for the course.68  
 
His proven experience in camera work, evidenced by his involvement in the Queensland 
Amateur Photographic Society and his knowledge of photography through managing the 
Baker and Rouse store, no doubt helped with his successful application for employment 
with the Queensland Government in 1897, the start of a career which lasted 33 years.  
 
He was employed firstly on a part-time basis, as a photographer with the Department of 
Agriculture which had been established in 1887 to provide information to a flood of new 
settlers from the British Isles and Europe. The new department set up demonstration farms, 
introduced new crop plants, established the Gatton Agricultural College, ran agricultural 
conferences and began a monthly farm journal to improve the knowledge and skills of 
settlers.69 The editor of this new farm journal known as the Queensland Agricultural Journal, 
was Major William Boyd who also happened to be a member of the same Masonic Lodge as 
Walter Jenner, another fact which may have assisted Henry in obtaining this job. 
 
His employment coincided with the first publication of this new journal, because the 
decision had been made to use photographs to add interest and detail to the written text. A 
full-time photographer was also appointed that same year. His name was Frederick Wills, a 
skilled illustrator who was sometimes called upon to draw botanical specimens for the 
journal. He too was actively involved with the Queensland Amateur Photographic Society so 
the two men would have known each other. Wills, ten years Henry’s junior, was also an 
Englishman who had arrived in Australia during the 1880s, and was living in Sydney before 
moving to Brisbane to take up his appointment.70 
 
Free and Assisted Immigration to the new colony from Great Britain was once again being 
actively sought, after having been suspended since 1892 in the face of the economic 
depression which had gripped Australia. Attached to the Agent-General’s office in London 
was George Randall, Queensland’s immigration representative. He promoted immigration 
by visiting English towns and villages, where he held lectures describing the benefits of living 
and working in Queensland. He described the state as a place where there was plenty of 
land on offer and a wonderful climate in which to grow crops all year round. Showing 
lantern slide views of Queensland farms and towns was considered a way to greatly 
enhance Randall’s lectures.  
 
                                                          
67
 Curriculum vitae of H W Mobsby – Mobsby papers, UQFL181, Box 1, Folder 1, Fryer Library, Uni of Qld. 
Baker and Rouse became Kodak in 1905  
68
 Queensland Times 14 September 1901 
69
 Our History Department of Primary Industries 
70
 Australian Dictionary of Biography – F.C. Wills by Pat Laughren 
24 
 
Surprisingly, the Queensland Agricultural Journal had only been in publication a short while 
when for some unknown reason, the editor tried to remove the photographic content. 
Fortunately a less conservative Ministerial decision was made to overrule this and the 
journal continued to contain many wonderful photos and illustrations.71 The following words 
penned by Henry, could have been written at that time, in his support for keeping the 
journal’s pictorial content .... “the force of a picture to convey much information at a glance 
should not be under-estimated.”    
 
His first work-related trip out of Brisbane appears to have been that same year when he 
travelled to the Bundaberg and Childers area with some government officials while they 
inspected the Bingera Sugar Plantation. At the time of their visit the men were able to 
observe how the cane was being cut by the South Sea Island farm labourers.72  
 
Known as Kanakas, these indentured labourers were recruited from the nearby Pacific 
Islands and brought to Queensland to work in the cane fields during the 19th century. The 
following photos were taken by him on that visit. 
 
 
Kanakas cutting cane on Bingera Plantation – 1897 
  (Neg No.142350 State Library of Qld) 
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Kanakas cutting cane on Bingera Plantation – 1897 
 (Neg No. 142351 State Library of Qld) 
 
As well as his employment with the government, Henry still advertised in the newspapers 
for work in banner painting, as well as house painting, decorating, lettering and sign writing. 
His previous experience with the making of two large banners had secured him another 
commission for the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society in 1898. The members of the 
combined lodges raised approx £100 for the making of the new banner.73  
 
Friendly societies were mutual associations for the purposes of insurance, pensions, savings 
or cooperative banking. They were composed of a body of people who joined together for a 
common financial or social purpose. Before modern insurance, friendly societies provided 
financial and social services to individuals, often according to their religious, political, or 
trade affiliations. Whether Henry was a member of this Society is not known.  
 
To help with the project, Walter Jenner and fellow artist Oscar Fristrom contributed their 
skills in certain aspects of the artwork. They were honoured when, upon completion of the 
banner, the Queensland Governor Lord Lamington, visited Henry’s rooms in Adelaide Street 
to inspect it.74 Some months later, at an exhibition held by the Queensland Amateur 
Photographic Society, Henry welcomed the Governor’s wife Lady Lamington to the Society’s 
rooms when she came to inspect the display.75  
 
His photographic work was beginning to appear in the newspapers around this time. Four 
photos, all taken in the suburbs near where he lived, were used in a report about the 
devastating floods which once again inundated parts of Brisbane in January 1898. A full page 
article in The Queenslander newspaper on 22nd January gave a lengthy description of the 
event, stating the water level rose to just under that of the flood of 1890. His panoramic 
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view from the Indooroopilly Bridge appeared across the top of the page and three smaller 
photos showing Milton, Toowong and Auchenflower complimented the text. 
 
 
 
The prestigious Greater Britain Exhibition was due to be held in 1899 at Earl’s Court, London 
and Frederick Wills realised that this was an opportunity to use the new medium of ‘moving 
pictures’ for promotional purposes. He approached the Queensland government for the 
funds to purchase a Lumière Cinematograph to enable films of the state to be taken and 
shown at the exhibition.76  
 
                                                          
76
 ‘Australia’s First Films’ Cinema Papers – December 1993 No 96 page 36 
27 
 
Invented by brothers Louis and Auguste Lumière just a few years earlier, the Lumière 
Cinematographe, was a motion picture camera, which also served as a film projector and 
printer. It was smaller than many of the still cameras of the day making it both portable and 
versatile. 
 
   
Lumière Cinematographe used by Mobsby and Wills (Queensland Museum) 
 
The Chief Secretary’s Department agreed to finance a twelve month trial using this new 
camera, commencing in October 1898. The photographic supply house appointed as 
Australian agents for the Lumière Cinematographe was Baker and Rouse, the company 
where Henry had been, and possibly still was working, as his full-time employment with the 
government did not begin until 1st March 1899.  
 
Wills travelled to Sydney to purchase the camera and receive instructions on how to 
operate it. He made about five trial films there which were successfully reported in the 
Australasian Photographic Review on 21st March 1899. Some of these still survive today and 
are held at the National Film and Sound Archive in Canberra.  Whilst less than half a minute 
in duration, they are quite clear and are amongst the earliest films ever taken in Sydney.77 
 
Upon Wills’ return and Henry’s official appointment as his assistant, the two men worked 
together to produce many films, one of which was the opening of the Colonial Parliament in 
Brisbane, by the Governor Lord Lamington, on 18th May 1899. Another very interesting film 
was taken at the top of Queen Street showing traffic on the Victoria Bridge.  
 
Wills also filmed Henry during the course of his experiments with this camera, and he makes 
mention of this in his lecture to the Queensland Amateur Photographic Society on 15 June 
1900.78 Sadly this footage doesn’t appear to have survived with the rest. 
 
In July Henry was given the task of accompanying the Home Secretary of Queensland, 
Colonel J.F.G. Foxton to north Queensland and the Torres Islands to inspect the conditions 
in which the natives in those areas were living and working. There had been reports of 
problems in the pearling industry and of abuses of the natives in the Torres Strait. Foxton 
was a keen advocate in the use of black labour to develop the northern regions and 
implemented a system of policed missions and reserves, as well as putting legislation in 
                                                          
77
 ‘Australia’s First Films’ Cinema Papers – December 1993 No 96 pages 36 & 60 
78
 Copy of Will’s lecture in The Australian Photographic Journal – Sep, Oct, Nov 1900 
28 
 
place to stop some female exploitation. He also believed in the 'civilizing' influence of 
religious instruction.79  
 
The party, including Aboriginal Protector Dr. Walter Roth, Police Chief William Parry-Okeden 
and Colonel Foxton’s wife,  travelled north on the steamer Kasuga Maru, arriving at 
Thursday Island on 13th July and remaining there a couple of days before continuing on to 
the Batavia River Mission on the government steamer White Star.80 This mission station had 
been established, with Queensland Government assistance, in November of 1891 by 
missionaries of the Presbyterian Church of Australia. Within a few years the mission became 
known as Mapoon, a Tjungundji word meaning ‘place where people fight on the sand-hills’ 
and the reserve was extended south to the Mission River near Weipa.81  
 
Accompanying the Home Secretary to these isolated places in the Gulf country was a great 
experience and armed with his cameras, he took many wonderful images. The State Library 
of Queensland holds an album of his photographs taken during this trip, including one of 
him being carried ashore by a local aborigine at the Mapoon Mission. 
  
 (State Library of Queensland APO-32)  
 
After visiting Mapoon, which was under the supervision of the Reverend Hey, Foxton’s party  
travelled south to Weipa which was run by Reverend Brown, before returning to Thursday 
Island. They visited Daru, the penal settlement for Western New Guinea at the mouth of the 
Fly River, on their way to Darnley and Murray Islands, with York and Mabuiag Islands also 
visited. 
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(Foxton Photograph Album APA-50, State Library of Queensland)  
  
 
Scene from Darnley Islands film (National Film and Sound Archive, Canberra) 
  
Whilst on Darnley Island, the natives presented Colonel and Mrs. Foxton with gifts, including 
bananas and coconuts, in a ceremony which Henry captured on the Lumière 
Cinematographe.  This wonderful film, together with another taken of the Channel Rock 
Light Ship off the coast of Townsville, has survived from this expedition. At the Weipa 
Mission, he attempted to take another film of Foxton naming the mission, but the expected 
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corroboree from the aborigines was not able to be organized in time so the film was not 
taken.82 
 
Returning to Thursday Island and then travelling down the coast to Cape Bedford, the party 
visited two German mission stations, and Yarrabah, the one set up by the Church of England 
near Cairns. During the trip south, the steamer White Star on which the party was travelling, 
experienced some bad weather near Cape Melville and had to seek shelter for two days. 
They also helped the crew of the Excelsior which had been wrecked near Cape Bedford and 
brought the men in safely to Cooktown.83 The party arrived back in Brisbane on 9th August, 
having been away four weeks. 
 
With the end of the government film project due in October, Mobsby and Wills needed to 
take more films on the Lumière Cinematographe in preparation for their showing at the 
Greater Britain Exhibition. Not only did they take scenes around Brisbane but also in the 
rural farming areas. These films were directed at the British farmer to entice them to 
emigrate to Queensland and they showed farming techniques such as sheep dipping, wheat 
harvesting, sugar cane cutting by the Kanakas and men working at the sugar mill in 
Nambour.84  
 
 
Wheat Harvesting with Reaper and Binder 
(National Film and Sound Archive) 
 
One of the most significant of these films is the one showing the First Queensland 
Contingent heading off for service in the Boer War in South Africa. Taken at the end of 
October in 1899, the Queensland Mounted Infantry, consisting of 14 officers and 250 men 
are seen parading past the Post Office in Queen Street. 
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“The march of the Queensland contingent for South Africa from the military camp at 
Meeandah through the principal streets of the city to the Government Domain, where they 
were to be reviewed by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, attracted a tremendous 
crowd of expectant sightseers.”85 
 
Days later another film captures a scene of reluctant horses being taken aboard the 
troopship Cornwall at Pinkenba wharf. No other films of Australian Boer War troop 
departures are known to have survived which makes these films historically significant. 
 
 
Departure of Boer War troops outside Post Office in Queen Street, Brisbane 
(National Film and Sound Archive, Canberra) 
  
 
Loading horses for the Boer War onto S.S. Cornwall 
(National Film and Sound Archive, Canberra) 
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The financing of the film project ceased after that and a complete showing of all films was 
given privately, in the boardroom of the Agricultural Department, in November.86  
Unfortunately the Australian public never got to view this outstanding work and for some 
incomprehensible reason it arrived in England the following year, which was too late for the 
Exhibition at Earl’s Court. As keen as the Queensland Government was to promote 
immigration by the showing of these films in the many smaller towns and villages of 
England, the immigration officer George Randall was unhappy about the fact he hadn’t been 
consulted and limited their use to the larger towns and cities.87  
 
Sadly they were never shown again and sat for many years gathering dust in the basement 
of a government building, but miraculously they survived in their tightly sealed cans for 
more than 80 years, before being copied and preserved by the National Film and Sound 
Archive in Canberra. The quality of these films is quite remarkable, given their age. All films 
are silent and are Australia’s earliest industrial documentary films. They are also among the 
world’s earliest films of this type and believed to be the world’s first government-funded 
film production project.  
 
 
Opening of Queensland Parliament 18 May 1899 
(National Film and Sound Archive, Canberra) 
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A New Century 
By 1900 the population of Brisbane was about 130,000 with the township still having 
appallingly rough roads, muddy in the wet weather and very dusty in the dry. However, it 
continued to grow rapidly and was now connected to Ipswich by telephone.  
 
By this time, Henry had been in the colony for 17 years and had two Australian born 
children, a 15 year old daughter and a 6 year old son. As well as his employment with the 
Department of Agriculture, he also conducted several classes at the Brisbane Technical 
College in the Department of Science, Engineering and Trades from 1899 to 1906, after 
which he specialized in teaching photography only. 
  
During the years mentioned, he taught House Painting and Decorating, Sign Writing and 
Lettering, and a practical class in Photography.88  The classes for art and design were some 
of the most well attended classes at the College, which had expanded its number of student 
enrolments quite dramatically during the 1890s.89 
 
 
(The Telegraph 2 September 1899) 
 
 
Sign Writing and Lettering class - Brisbane Technical College circa 1900 
 (Neg No.78780 State Library of Qld)  
 
He offered his design skills to his local church, St. Andrew’s Church of England at 
Indooroopilly, for the construction of a sanctuary which was added to the original building 
sometime in 1900. The church had opened in 1889, prior to which Indooroopilly had been a 
part of the parish of Toowong. He and his family worshipped at St. Andrew’s each Sunday 
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where his son Arthur had been baptised in 1899, and where he was a member of the church 
choir and Parochial Council.90 
 
   
                     HWM photo in The Church Chronicle 1 August 1900               New sanctuary built in 1900 
                                                                                                                           (Neg No.68762 State Library of Qld) 
 
Henry’s work constantly took him to rural areas in Queensland where apart from taking 
photographs he showed lantern slides to accompany lectures given by others in the country 
towns. One such trip took him to Laidley in March of 1900 where he displayed slides of 
South African Boer War scenes and departures of soldier contingents, while a descriptive 
account was given by Reverend Hay, Rector of St. Saviour’s Church.91  He also took photos of 
the Patriotic Procession which took place in the town, in support of the many Queensland 
soldiers fighting in the war and two of these photographs appeared in The Queenslander 
newspaper on 31st March. 
- o - 
 
1901 was an historic year for Australians, when on the 1st January the six separate British 
colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, Western Australia and 
Queensland all became one nation, following a proclamation by Queen Victoria. The process 
of forming the new nation had taken a number of years to organise with the work of 
designing a political and legal framework undertaken by two conventions in 1891 and 1897–
98. After some further changes, the draft Constitution was endorsed by Australian electors 
at a series of referendums in 1899. Finally the bill was passed by the British Parliament, 
becoming law on 9 July 1900, when Queen Victoria gave her assent.  
 
The formal ceremony in Sydney began at 12.30pm on Tuesday 1st January 1901, with the 
proclamation of the Commonwealth of Australia and the Swearing-in of the first Governor-
General, John Adrian Louis Hope (Earl of Hopetoun), and the federal ministers, including 
Edmund Barton as Prime Minister. In Brisbane, Henry was amongst the crowd gathered 
outside the Treasury Building in Queen Street to hear the Governor, Lord Lamington read 
Queen Victoria’s Proclamation on Federation. 
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The State Library of Queensland holds three large exhibition prints of the Declaration of 
Federation which were taken by him, along with other photos of the celebrations on that 
day. 
 
 
Lord Lamington on the balcony of the Treasury Building reading  
the Federation Proclamation, 1 January 1901  
(Neg No.47417 State Library of Qld) 
 
Queen Victoria died just 3 weeks later and the planned Empire trip by her son King Edward 
VII was cancelled and replaced by a visit to Australia by the King’s son and wife, the Duke 
and Duchess of Cornwall and York, who later became King George V and Queen Mary. The 
reason for the trip was to open the first parliament in the newly-constituted Commonwealth 
of Australia on 9th May 1901. After their official duties in Melbourne, the royal party 
travelled by train to Sydney and then north to Brisbane where, at the border railway station 
of Wallangarra, they had to change trains because of the different railway gauges used in 
each state.  
 
The engine of the Queensland train had been given a fresh coat of paint and decorated with 
bunting, ferns and flags as well as the Royal Coat-of-Arms which was painted on a canvas 
with the frame affixed to the front of the engine. Henry was given the honour of designing 
this display92 and he made sure he was in a good vantage point to photograph the train as it 
travelled over the Indooroopilly Railway Bridge. 
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           Queensland Royal Train at Roma Street, Brisbane 1901                                 Detail of Coat of Arms  
(VPRS 12800/P1, item H 1152 - Public Record Office of Victoria) 
 
 
(HWM photo – APO-32 Qld Views Album, State Library of Qld) 
 
The following are snippets from two newspaper articles describing the royal reception in 
Brisbane: 
 
"After opening Parliament, the Duke and Duchess of York came on to Brisbane. Their stay in 
Queensland was only of five day's duration but what a wonderful five days they were! They 
reached Brisbane on Monday May 20. Each moment was crowded with interest. Brisbane 
was en fete and no trouble or expense was spared in the direction of lavish decoration and 
brilliant illumination. Although the Royal Party came by train from the South, the official 
landing in Brisbane, as befitted a sailor Prince, was made from the water, for which purpose 
their Royal Highnesses and suite embarked on the Government steam yacht Lucinda at the 
Domain Wharf, having had a good rest after their arduous railway journey. The embarkation 
was of a strictly private character. Even the time of arrival of the train was kept a close 
secret. 
 
On the Wednesday His Royal Highness performed the ceremony of laying the foundation 
stone of the Anglican Cathedral in the morning and in the afternoon the Royal guests 
37 
 
attended the National Association's Exhibition at Bowen Park. The evening's programme 
included a splendid display of fireworks in the Domain.”93 
and 
 
“Never in the history of Brisbane has such a sight been witnessed as that on Monday. 
........From noon the crowds began to assemble along the line of route of the procession, and 
by 1.30 the main streets were a living mass of humanity. An enormous crowd assembled at 
Petrie’s Bight, overlooking the landing stage, and from here along Queen Street to Victoria 
Bridge every awning and balcony was packed, while on each side of the street people were 
packed as tightly as it was possible to get.  
.......All the public buildings were handsomely decorated, and reflected much credit on the 
officials.”94  
 
 
The Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York in their carriage through Brisbane – 20 May 1901 
(API-45 State Library of Queensland) 
 
Henry witnessed the royal procession through the streets of the city and the military parade 
in the Domain, and the album of photos covering these events which is held at the State 
Library of Queensland, is believed to be his work.95 He was also present at the evening 
fireworks display two days later and took several photographs including the following two 
illuminations, one depicting King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra, and the other of the 
Governor Lord Lamington and his wife. 
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Fireworks in the Domain, Brisbane – 22 May 1901 
(HWM photos - Mobsby Papers UQFL181, Box 2, Folder 1, Nos. 57 and 58 Fryer Library, Uni of Qld) 
 
Shortly after this event Lord Lamington concluded his time as Governor of Queensland. He 
was a keen sportsman and after arriving in the colony in 1896 he became a founding 
member of the Brisbane Golf Club, where he remained the president during his time in 
office. Just days before his departure, a dinner was held at the Queen’s Hotel where several 
gifts were given to him as mementos of his stay in Queensland. One was a book of 
photographs, all taken by Henry, of the last game of golf he had played on the Chelmer 
links.96 
 
After Lamington’s departure, a new Governor was appointed by the name of Sir Herbert 
Chermside and he took office in March of 1902. The train which brought him into Brisbane 
was suitably decorated in a vice-regal fashion, and once again this was designed by Henry. 
The Telegraph on 25th March gave a great description. 
 
“The locomotive was adorned in front with the coat of arms, surmounted by a neat crescent 
of the nation and surrounded by greenery emblematic of the State. On the right side, the 
driver’s one, was a crown supported by the colours of the State. On the fireman’s side were 
the Australian arms, elaborated with flags. The tender bore the word “Welcome” on both 
sides.” 
 
 
Vice-regal train for Governor Chermside in March 1902 (Qld Rail Workshops Museum) 
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On a personal level, March of 1902 was a very sad time for the Mobsby family. Nellie’s 
father Walter Jenner died, after being ill for many months but he was still at his easel, 
paintbrush in hand right up until hours before his death. He was buried at Toowong 
cemetery and several members of the Queensland Art Society attended the service, as did a 
representative from the Brisbane Technical College where he had taught art classes.97 
 
 With both families being so closely knit, Henry would have missed the companionship of his 
father-in-law with whom he had formed a firm friendship. Years later when there was 
discussion about who instigated the forming of a Queensland Art Gallery, Henry was very 
vocal about Walter Jenner being one of those men back in the 1880s.  
 
 
Walter Jenner at his home in Montrose Street, Taringa  
(courtesy of Merle Edmonds) 
 
With the death of Walter Jenner, Queensland lost a very talented artist and for many years 
he remained forgotten by the art community, until his paintings were ‘re-discovered’ in the 
1990s, a book was written about his life98 and an exhibition of his artworks was held at the 
Philip Bacon Gallery in New Farm, Brisbane. 
- o - 
 
Henry was always keen to display his photographic work whenever an exhibition arose and 
at the 1901 Intercolonial Photographic Exhibition held in the Brisbane School of Arts, he 
won first prize for a landscape (half-plate) with a view of Ithaca Creek and several of his 
other photos received high praise for their clarity and composition.99 The Queensland 
Photographic Society held their 1902 exhibition at the Brisbane Technical College in July, 
where he again exhibited some excellent landscapes. Due to the nature of his employment 
with the Department of Agriculture, he was able to go beyond the confines of Brisbane and 
its immediate surrounds, to take country views such as the one of a bullock team at 
Charleville, which rated a special mention.100 
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Also in August of that year at the Brisbane National Agricultural and Industrial Association’s 
annual event (now known as the Ekka), one of his photos entered in the Professional 
Photographer’s section, won first prize.   
 
 
First prize for photography – Brisbane RNA 1902 
(Mobsby papers – UQFL181 Box 2 Folder 11 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
By this time Henry’s son Arthur was 8 years old and a student at the Indooroopilly State 
School, and his daughter Berta was 17. He and his wife Nellie both enjoyed gardening as a 
hobby and over the years the Mobsbys successfully grew many different fruits in their back 
yard, as well as experimenting with plants from overseas such as Bluebells, the bulbs of 
which they brought back with them from one of their trips to England. There is a record of 
Nellie twice winning the first prize, with Gerberas in two categories, at the 1918 Sherwood 
Patriotic Fete. 
 
Through his work with the Department of Agriculture, Henry was associated with the 
Horticultural Society of Queensland for many years. This illustration of Tea Roses 
accompanied the papers read at the 1902 August and September meetings of the society.  
  
101  
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Another member of this Society was the well-known colonial botanist Frederick Manson 
Bailey who produced a number of articles and books over the period of his engagement as 
Queensland’s official Botanist and he used many of Henry’s photos to illustrate these 
articles.102  
 
The Queensland Agricultural Journal continued to be a valuable educational tool for the 
state’s farmers. The cost of producing the journal in 1902-03 was £1,303 and 67,000 copies 
were distributed. During this period, in order to add still more to the journal’s value as a 
medium of information, Henry accompanied Major Boyd the editor, to many parts of the 
State in the far north, central, western and south-western areas, and also the sugar districts 
from Nambour to Cairns.103 
 
In early January 1903 a trip to the Blackall Range and Maroochy River districts was 
undertaken and well described by Boyd in that month’s edition of the journal. It was a four 
hour train trip north from Brisbane to Nambour travelling through small townships of 
Landsborough, Palmwoods and Woombye. From his account it appears the two men stayed 
in the Royal Hotel and were very pleased with the amenities in the town.  
 
The tracks in parts of the Blackall Range district were quite inaccessible with deep ruts and 
gullies so the men took the more accessible routes to visit the many farms in the area. From 
Nambour, Mr. Lunn the manager of the Central Sugar Mill, and Mr Mackenzie the engineer 
of the tramlines on which the sugar cane was transported from the farms to the mill, gave 
the visitors a tour on a horse-drawn trolley. Boyd gave the following description. 
 
“Mounting a trolley which had been prepared as a passenger carriage for the State Premier 
when he last visited Nambour, we travelled fairly smoothly along the line. The horse, by the 
way, requires neither reins nor leader, but trots along the narrow track between the rails 
without once making a mistake. The trolley, of course, is controlled by a powerful brake. 
 
The line wound round the sides of very steep hills running on the verge of deep gorges. This 
portion of the line reminds the traveller of the Cairns line to Kuranda, only on a smaller scale. 
There are no looplines, consequently, when we met a ‘rake’ (five or six trollies coupled 
together) coming down loaded with sugar cane, we had to jump off and upset our trolley on 
to the bank to allow the train to pass. On those parts of the line following the contour of the 
hills this would be impossible, as the trolley would fall about 500 feet.” 
 
After this, the men travelled south of Nambour to Petrie’s Creek where they set out in a 
‘rather ancient wagonette’ but before long one of the back wheels broke, bringing them to a 
sudden halt. A neighbouring farmer lent them a dray to complete their trip to Bli Bli but they 
met a farmer along the way who encouraged them to visit his, and his brother’s farms. After 
having lunch on the bank of the creek, they inspected Rosedale and Norfolk farms owned by 
the Nichol brothers. 
 
After returning to their broken-down wagonette just before dusk, and with some of Lunn’s 
improvisations, they were driven back to Nambour for the night. The following day they 
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chose to use horses on an excursion to Dulong and Mapleton, with Mackenzie going ahead 
in a buggy with Henry’s photographic equipment. 
 
It took the men two hours to reach the top of the range where they visited Smith’s orange 
orchard and other farms producing many different types of fruit. After staying the following 
night with a farmer named Keil, the men set off on the Maroochy River in a boat lent to 
them by another farmer who went with them to help. They visited oyster beds, where the 
manager invited them to taste the fresh oysters at his home, before travelling further up 
river to inspect the land and cultivation being done there. After another couple of days in 
the area, the two men returned to Brisbane.104 
 
A short time after their adventures in the Blackall Range, the men embarked on another 
trip, this time out to central west Queensland, making their way 600 kms north to 
Rockhampton and then a similar distance west into the central regions. Travelling in those 
days was quite a long and arduous trip with changes between different modes of transport 
such as steamer, train and horse-drawn buggy. Upon arrival in Barcaldine, Boyd wrote that 
they were very pleasantly surprised at the well established township with wide tree-lined 
streets, public buildings, hotels and schools as well as some very nice private residences. He 
noted that bore water was carried through every street to every house enabling beautiful 
gardens to grow around the homes. 
 
 
Artesian bore in Barcaldine 
 (HWM photo – Mobsby papers UQFL181 Album 2 page 22 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
A long term resident of the town took them by horse and buggy to inspect the surrounding 
areas, where they were shown the benefits of irrigation, using artesian bores, to turn arid 
land into very productive farms. They travelled by train to Geera where they stayed with the 
Hannay family on Hamlet Downs for a couple of days. Here Boyd writes ‘flies were a perfect 
plague to man and beast’. The photo below, taken in Barcaldine on this trip, shows Henry 
using his camera on a tripod and he appears to have a net over his face to protect him from 
the flies. The other photo could have been taken somewhere on the same trip and shows 
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him wearing camouflage and carrying a camera, with the photo captioned ‘Chinese rain 
coat’. 
 
 
(Neg Nos.171288 and No.171311 State Library of Qld) 
 
The men then moved on to Campbell’s farm called Jaccondol where they were welcomed 
overnight before returning to Barcaldine via other properties. Everywhere they visited they 
were very impressed with the cultivation on the farms due to the use of bore water. The 
next day they caught the mail train to Longreach for a short stay, where they inspected 
some properties and spent the night at the Longreach Club before returning by train to 
Barcaldine.105 From there they made their way back to Rockhampton and caught the 
steamer Premier back home to Brisbane.106 
 
 
Saltern Creek Station, Longreach 
(HWM photo – Mobsby papers UQFL181 Album 2 page 16 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
Within a couple of months the men were back out in western Queensland, this time 
travelling over 700 miles west of Brisbane to Thargomindah where a four year drought had 
decimated the previously good grazing district. The men encountered one of the severe dust 
storms which were a common occurrence with the drought. Boyd writes ‘One of these 
enveloped the coach as we travelled along and completely hid the horses from view.’ 
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‘A bite on the way’ near Thargomindah – Major Boyd far right 
(HWM photo - APO-32 State Library of Qld) 
 
Leaving Thargomindah the next morning, they travelled by Cobb & Co coach because the 
railway line from there to Cunnamulla was only just being pegged out for future 
construction. The weather was extremely hot and they were welcomed at Thompson’s 
property for refreshments. It was 113 F degrees (45 C) in the shade.  
 
After a change of horses and a meal at Dinevor Station, the coach continued on to Bingara, 
75 miles from Thargomindah where they camped for the night. Due to the terrible heat they 
all camped out in the open in preference to sleeping indoors. An early breakfast was eaten 
at 3am before getting back on the road in the dark by 4am, with a very knowledgeable 
driver who took them through to Eulo. They spent a couple of hours there owing to two of 
the coach horses having bolted. The driver recovered them both and they proceeded to 
Moonjarie Station where they received ‘a most meagre meal of mutton’, then continued on 
to Cunnamulla, described by Boyd as ‘a dreary and monotonous ride of 140 miles only made 
bearable by the urbanity and good nature of the driver Stephen Wall, who did all he could to 
assist Mr. Mobsby in getting photographs of interesting points, and who gave me much 
information about the country passed through.’ 
 
Tattersall’s Hotel was their accommodation in  Cunnamulla and the proprietor Edward 
Birdsall offered to drive them around the district to visit several selections, as they had five 
or six days to wait for the next train to take them to Charleville. Unfortunately the farmers 
were under the misapprehension that the visitors had come to spy on their properties with 
a view to increasing their rents, now that land improvements had been made, so the 
farmers refused to meet with the government representatives. The men were left to fill in 
their days around the township before they could leave to travel on to Charleville and then 
to Roma to inspect some vineyards.107 Their return to Brisbane was via Dalby.108  
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A photograph taken on his trip out into the western district gave Henry an interesting entry 
for the 1903 exhibition at the Queensland Photographic Society. He would have been very 
pleased with the following comment: 
 
“If a layman were asked ‘What is the best picture of the lot?’ he would probably answer ‘The 
Western Mail’. This is by Mr. Mobsby, the Government photographer and is a really 
remarkable picture. It shows the Western coach rolling over the plains near Thargomindah. 
Each horse seems instinct with life and the rising dust can be almost felt and smelt, so 
clearly-cut and boldly does the subject stand out from its setting.”109 
 
He was often called upon to make short trips to photograph specific things, such as his visit 
to Yangan in mid 1902, when he was sent to photograph a crane which had killed a man 
when its jib fell.110  
 
He travelled to Maryborough in mid 1903 to the Agricultural Conference held there, where 
he used lantern slides to illustrate a lecture given by the government veterinary surgeon,111 
a task that he performed again in October in Toowoomba.112 A lecture tour with the poultry 
inspector Matthew Fern lasted for several weeks visiting numerous rural towns west as far 
as Toowoomba and regions south-west of Brisbane.113 
 
Two hair-raising incidents happened in the latter part of 1903 when he once again 
accompanied officials to the Blackall Range region. Here is an account of the first incident as 
reported in the December edition of the Agricultural Journal:  
 
“The country through which the Nambour, Dulong and Mapleton line runs is level for 2 or 3 
miles and the land on either side is cultivated with sugar-cane. As the line rises, more sugar 
lands are tapped. At the time of this visit the sugar mill was in full work and cane-cutting 
was going on merrily on all sides. Heavily laden trucks were running down the line of their 
own impetus and it was rather awkward to meet one of these ‘rakes’ of six or eight trucks 
carrying a total of 20 tons of cane, when the meeting occurred in a narrow sideling, with a 
deep gorge yearning to receive a victim only 6 feet from the line. What might have proved a 
fatal accident happened as we were riding up the worst part of the line. 
 
At a sharp turning we came across a rake drawn by three horses. As we could see no escape 
if the trollies hit a horse, we jumped off our animal and led him as close as one dared to the 
edge of the precipice. Our artist wisely reined in and awaited events. Mr Mackenzie tried to 
pass, but the rake horses objected and began to ‘play up’ with the result that the engineer’s 
horse got tangled up with the rake horses and his two hind feet got over the side of the 
embankment. Everyone expected a dire catastrophe but the man of science managed to get 
his horse up on the line again and clear of the rake.” 
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After finishing their inspection, a trolley was put at the men’s disposal to use for negotiating 
the downward incline at whatever time suited them. This humourous account of what 
happened next was also published in the journal. 
 
“When we decided to return, our artist, Mr. Mobsby, elected to drive, or rather to brake. Of 
course, we had no horses. We were going to run down an incline all the way. As an artist we 
have the deepest respect for him but as a motorman our respect has considerably 
diminished. We sat in front to signal when to slow up. We started. Whether our signals were 
misunderstood, or whether our motorman wished to break the record for speed, we cannot 
say but the speed at which we raced round curves, in spite of our frantic yells and signals, 
was blood-curdling.  
 
No sooner did a deep gorge appear on our left than the brake was released and we travelled 
at 20 miles an hour round those curves. We were thankful at the end of a quarter of an hour 
(the time we took to do about 4 miles) when the level country was reached and our artist 
had to get off and push.” 
 
 
The Nambour-Dulong Tramline – Foot of the Range 
(HWM photo - Queensland Agricultural Journal) 
 
- o - 
 
Obviously Henry spent much time away from his family, leaving his wife Nellie as the sole 
carer of their two children. That year the family left their Hunter Street home and moved 
into Station Road, another street in the suburb of Indooroopilly.114  
 
Street numbers were not allocated in those days but this is thought to be the same house 
that they eventually purchased in 1909, and where the family resided for several decades.  
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Berta and Arthur Mobsby – circa 1904 
 
On the 1st July 1904, and now aged 44 years, Henry was appointed as the Official Artist and 
Photographer for the newly combined Department of Agriculture and Stock, with an annual 
salary of £156.115 The Stock Branch of the Department of Agriculture ceased to be a separate 
entity that year and the combined department was created. Frederick Wills had resigned 
which left the more senior position vacant. In a publication by the Department of Primary 
Industries in 2000, speculation made that Henry “helped to engineer Will’s departure in 
1903”116 would appear to be unfair and unfounded from extensive research done for this 
biography. It could well have been that Henry was the more willing employee to travel so 
extensively, and often, in the performance of his employment. 
 
During the earlier part of the year he was given the task of preparing a series of 
photographic enlargements, of previous Governors of Queensland. These portraits were 
framed and hung in the hall of Government House,117 which is now part of the Queensland 
University of Technology at Gardens Point, Brisbane.  
 
An embarrassing situation concerning Henry was reported in the newspaper that year 
involving Dr. Walter Roth, the Queensland Government Protector of Aborigines. As an 
anthropologist and physician, Roth had taken numerous photographs of the Australian 
aborigines during his many visits to north Queensland and on one occasion he had taken a 
photograph of a couple in a sexual position.  
 
In October 1902, John Hamilton M.L.A. who was the representative for the region of Cook in 
north Queensland, had ‘borrowed’ Roth’s photograph under false pretences from Henry, 
who was the custodian of the doctor’s portfolio of images. Hamilton was asked to return it 
as soon as possible, but he refused, so Henry wrote to Dr. Roth explaining the situation. 
Hamilton, who apparently wanted to harm the doctor’s reputation, kept it in his possession 
for more than a year before finding an opportune time to charge the doctor with taking 
indecent photos. Roth replied that the photo in question was actually used as an illustration 
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in his book ‘Ethnological Studies Amongst the North West Central Aborigines’ published by 
the Queensland government in 1897.118 Henry’s letter to Dr. Roth was published, and the 
matter between Hamilton and Roth continued on for many months.  
 
Just before the newspaper reported the story, Roth gave the undermentioned fundraising 
lecture, in aid of the Brisbane Ambulance Brigade. Needless to say the offending 
photograph was never shown to the public, however the matter between Hamilton and 
Roth continued for many more months.  
 
 
(The Brisbane Courier – 13 April 1904) 
 
It is also interesting to note that a year later, Roth was invited by the Indooroopilly State 
School Committee, of which Henry was a member, to deliver a lantern slide lecture, the 
subject being ‘A Chapter in Aboriginal Child Life’.119 
 
November of that year saw the arrival of a new Governor to Queensland. Lord and Lady 
Chelmsford arrived to a great reception, and the buildings on the streets of Brisbane 
through which they travelled, were profusely adorned with flags, palms and banners.  
Situated at the gate posts leading up to Government House was a splendid arch, which had 
been designed by Henry. It was made of dense foliage surmounted by the new governor’s 
motto ‘Spes et Fortuna’ in large gilt letters.120 
- o – 
As the suburb of Indooroopilly grew, the establishment of a Masonic Lodge for the men in 
the area was planned and in September 1905, one hundred and fifty members of the 
Masonic craft assembled in the Indooroopilly Hall to witness the dedication of the new 
Lodge No.45. Henry’s name appears on the list of eighteen founding members121 along with 
the names of the Reverend Thomas Jones of St Andrews Anglican Church and the 
Honourable J.F. Foxton, past Home Secretary of Queensland.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          
118
 The Truth 26 June 1904 
119
 The Brisbane Courier 27 May 1905 
120
 The Telegraph 30 November 1905 
121
 Copy of original 1905 papers from Lodge No.45 and Brisbane Courier 21 September 1905 
49 
 
Exhibition design and display 
 
The first evidence of Henry designing an exhibit was at the National Agricultural and 
Industrial Association Exhibition in Brisbane in August 1905, where his creation took centre 
place in the area reserved for the Department of Agriculture. The collection of stuffed 
insectivorous birds, 148 glass cases in all, were set out on an imposing display made up of 
three tiers of shelves traversing the sides of an octagonal structure which was embellished 
with ornamental plants.122  
 
 
(Digitized photo from The Queenslander 20 January 1906) 
 
Following up on this local show was an interstate exhibition in Sydney. The Australian 
Natives Association held annual exhibitions in the southern capitals where Australian 
manufacturers could showcase their products. The one for that year was officially opened at 
Moore Park on the 20th December, by the Governor-General Lord Northcote. The 
Queensland Court which won a special merit, was a display of some 1,500 sq ft (140 sq 
metres), designed by Henry and styled ‘A Glimpse of Queensland’.123  
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The state’s representative in charge of the exhibit was Herbert Quodling, Inspector with the 
Department of Agriculture and Stock, but for reasons unknown he had to leave the 
exhibition unexpectedly and Henry was sent to Sydney as his replacement.124 He left 
Brisbane on board the steamer Buninyong125 never imagining when saying goodbye to his 
family that he would not see his 11 year old son Arthur again. The day after Henry’s 
departure, Arthur accidentally drowned. 
 
There had been a lot of rain in Brisbane and some areas were flooded. Arthur went out to 
play with some of his friends who were sailing a toy boat in an area known as the 
Indooroopilly Flats, where the Indooroopilly Bowls Club now stands, and he was climbing 
along a tree branch which was hanging over a large waterhole, when he slipped and fell. He 
didn’t know how to swim and his friends were unable to help him either. There was one 15 
year old youth nearby who witnessed the event, and who could swim, but he did not make 
any attempt to save Arthur. At the magisterial enquiry held into the boy’s death, the judge 
was very scathing of this young man who stood by and did nothing.126 
 
In those days funerals were usually held within a day or two after the death, especially in 
the summer months in Queensland, and Arthur’s funeral took place the following day, 22nd 
December, which was the day Henry arrived in Sydney, so tragically he was not able to be 
there with his grieving wife and daughter. 
 
Amongst the remaining family memorabilia held by the author, the most poignant pieces 
are the three yellowed newspaper clippings concerning Arthur’s drowning, the magisterial 
enquiry and the description of his funeral. The Brisbane Courier of 30th December described 
this very sad occasion. 
 
“A PATHETIC SCENE. 
The funeral of the little boy, Arthur Mobsby aged 11 years 9 months (only son of Mr. H. W. 
Mobsby, of the Department of Agriculture and Stock), who was drowned in a waterhole on 
Indooroopilly Flats on Thursday of last week, took place on the following day. His father 
unfortunately had left the day prior to the accident for Sydney in connection with the 
Queensland exhibit at the A. N. A. Exhibition, and being unable to return in time was not 
present at the funeral. This cast an additional gloom over the very sad occurrence. 
 
The little fellow's class mates at the Indooroopilly State School arranged to march at the 
head of the procession, and as the small coffin was borne from the house each boy carried 
one of the great number of wreaths sent by sympathetic friends. 
 
The wreaths were placed on the coffin in the hearse, and headed by the schoolboys, 
marshalled by Mr. John McKenzie, the cortege proceeded to Toowong, the little mourners 
walking all the way. At the cemetery each boy again took a wreath, and the coffin was 
carried by four friends of the father. The funeral service was read by the Rev T. Jones, of St. 
Andrew's, Indooroopilly, in a most impressive manner. At the close of the service some 
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members of the church choir and the teachers of the Sunday school joined in singing the 
grand old hymn, " Abide with me."  
 
One last look at the little coffin was given by the mourners, one last cross of flowers was 
dropped into the last resting place by his Sunday school teacher, Miss M. Mahony, and the 
earth was closed over the remains of one who was regarded by all as a remarkably bright 
and promising lad.  
 
Wreaths were sent by:- Hon D. F Denham, M.L.A. (Minister for Agriculture and Stock; Under 
Secretary (E. G. E.  Scriven) and officers Department of Agriculture and Stock; Hon J.F.G.  
Foxton and Mrs. Foxton, Mr. and Mrs. G. Foxton, Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Bailey (curator Botanic 
Gardens), Mr. F. M. Bailey (Government Botanist), Masonic Lodge,  Indooroopilly; Mr. and 
Mrs. W. H. Hart and Mrs. G. L. Hart, Mr. and Mrs. Martin and family, Mr. and Mrs Burton, 
Mr.and Mrs. Balding, Mr. and Mrs. Pratt and family, Ken Honeyman, Mr. and Mrs. Sisley, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eva, Mr. and Mrs. Bryans, Mr. and Mrs. Holland. Mr. and Mrs. Melrose,  Mr. 
and Mrs. Fenwick, Mr. and Mrs. A. Jenner, Mr and Mrs. W. Jenner,  Mr. and Mrs. Bickmore, 
Mr. And Mrs. R Webster, Miss M. Mahony (teacher);  schoolmates -  R. Warren, E. Moore, V. 
and E. Perry, E. Pearson, W. Holdway,  A. and M. Eva, Doris and Cyril Balding, Don Sisley, and 
many others.”  
 
Henry would have returned immediately to Brisbane to be with his grief-stricken family at 
this tragic time, followed by a very melancholy Christmas. He attended the inquest into 
Arthur’s death which was held on 3rd January and heard the heartbreaking evidence of the 
young boys who were with his son when the tragedy happened. After Arthur fell, none of 
them called out to neighbours for help or tried to find a stick long enough to help Arthur 
climb out of the waterhole. A summary of the inquest is as follows: 
 
“Deceased aged eleven in company with some other boys was playing near a water hole 
(about 12 feet deep) on the afternoon of the 21st December sailing a toy boat. A tree was 
leaning over the waterhole. Deceased climbed about 9 feet up the tree. When descending he 
fell into the water and after struggling for about 3 or 5 minutes he sank. His mates must 
have lost their presence of mind for there appears to be no effort on their part to save him 
beyond one of them running for assistance after deceased had sunk the third time. His body 
was recovered the same afternoon. The place where he fell in was only three feet from the 
bank. Attempts to restore animation were of no avail and Dr. Ure who arrived at 6 p.m. 
pronounced life extinct. 
No suspicious circumstances. 
No post Mortem.” 
 
Taking leave from work at this time must not have been possible because he left Brisbane a 
few days later to resume charge of the Queensland Court in Sydney.127 They were long days 
with the exhibition being open from 10am to 10pm daily. On the 26th January, the day 
before the exhibition closed, he attended an A.N.A. luncheon in the Commonwealth Hall 
which was held to commemorate Anniversary Day, now known as Australia Day.128 
 
                                                          
127
 The Brisbane Courier 9 January 1906 
128
 Newcastle Morning Herald 27 January 1906 
52 
 
Upon closure of the exhibition he was in charge of overseeing the dismantling of all of the 
exhibits and arranging for the transport of certain goods to their respective destinations. 
The rest of the exhibit was packed in 34 cases which made its way back to Brisbane on the 
steamer Moira, with Henry following later on the Aramac. 
 
He made a full report to his superiors about the prominent visitors he had spoken to at the 
state’s exhibit, and the fact that so many people were quite ignorant about the wealth of 
Queensland’s resources and agricultural potential. He also reported that after reading a 
statement in the Evening News, about how the butter boxes exhibited at the Queensland 
Court were made from New Zealand pine, he had felt compelled to write to the press and 
explain the total falsehood of that claim.129 All of the state’s butter boxes were made from 
Queensland timber and his lengthy letter appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald on 2nd 
February. 
 
His archive of images of Queensland agriculture continued to grow and be used in 
publications by departmental experts. There was an illustrated pamphlet printed for the 
Dairy Produce Act of Queensland 1904 and this was designed to help dairy farmers 
understand and fulfil the Act’s requirements.130 Then in 1906 a very significant publication, 
showcasing the many fruit varieties successfully grown in Queensland, was written by the 
Department’s fruit expert Albert H. Benson. 
 
It was printed with the intention of being distributed in the southern states, America and 
Europe where it would prove of great value in informing the world of the wonderful and 
varied resources of Queensland in the production of fruit.131 Called the ‘Fruits of 
Queensland’ the booklet consisted of 50 pages, contained many photographic illustrations 
and was reprinted by the Queensland Government Intelligence and Tourist Bureau again in 
1914. It is this later edition which is still available today, in both hard copy and ebook. In the 
book’s preface, Benson gave Henry full credit for all of the illustrations.132  
 
 
         Illustrated title page                       Pineapple plantation at Woombye (photo page 30 – 1914 edition) 
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The 1906 edition was freely available from the Department of Agriculture and Stock but as 
one journalist reported in The Week on 9th March: “The little book is to be issued free, 
although the pictures in it make it worth a reasonable price” and “praise should be given to 
the person who took the photographs.” 
- o - 
Despite the death of his son, Henry’s involvement with the Indooroopilly State School 
continued and as a fundraiser, he invited Benson to the school in May to give a lecture on 
Queensland’s fruit growing, while he complimented the lecture with his large collection of 
photographs.133 The students at the school were asked to write essays based on the lecture 
and at the end of the school term, three prizes were given to the students who presented 
the best work. 
 
In memory of Arthur, the Mobsby family decided to create an annual memorial book prize 
to be given to an Indooroopilly School student who achieved general proficiency in their 
subjects throughout the year. The eligible student was chosen from the same year level in 
which their son had been when he died, ie 5th grade. It is not known which year this practice 
began but the earliest located newspaper account of the Mobsby Memorial Book Prize was 
in 1915, ten years after Arthur’s death.134 
 
They also created another memorial prize which was a gold medal presented to the student 
who received the highest marks in the State Scholarship Examination each year. This was 
the test for Grammar School scholarships, given to students at the end of their primary 
education. This award became known as the Mobsby Medal and continued being given until 
1950. A large framed photograph of Arthur, dressed in a sailor suit, was donated to the 
school, where it hung on a wall for many years. 
 
 Arthur Mobsby  
- o - 
The Royal Geographical Society was an organization with which Henry had a longstanding 
membership and it was during May 1906 that he was first elected a member of the Brisbane 
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branch.135  As their Honorary Lanternist for almost 30 years, he complemented the many 
lectures given at the meetings with lantern slides. It was here that he met many of the 
Governors of Queensland, as it was the Governor who held the position of Patron of the 
Society and they often attended the meetings. 
 
By the end of June he was heading north on another travelling lecture tour of the region 
with Albert Benson. They visited many coastal centres and the Atherton Tablelands before 
returning to Brisbane four weeks later. Benson arranged for a collection of tropical fruits to 
be sent from many of the districts to the National Exhibition in Brisbane in August where 
Henry displayed them.136 Further lectures in Stanthorpe, Warwick and Toowoomba followed 
in the first week of September.137   
 
By the end of the year, twelve months had passed since the death of his son and the month 
of December would have been a difficult time for the family. This could have been the 
reason why Nellie accompanied her husband to Melbourne when he attended the A.N.A. 
exhibition there. In mid February their daughter Berta joined them in Melbourne and all 
three returned on the S.S. Wodonga on 21st March.138 
 
In Melbourne the exhibition opened on 16th January and the design of the Agricultural 
Department’s section was once again placed in Henry’s capable hands.139 Harold Quodling 
from the department helped him with the set-up and then Boyd, the editor of the 
Agricultural Journal, arrived to replace Quodling for the duration of the exhibition. 
 
 
Original 1907 exhibit drawings by Henry Mobsby  (Qld State Archives) 
 
A journalist for the Brisbane Courier inspected the Queensland Court and had these 
complimentary words to say: “It was no easy matter to show various products to the best 
advantage, but Mr. Mobsby succeeded in designing the general disposition of the stands so 
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that every single exhibit is easily accessible. Much of the success that Queensland met with 
today was undoubtedly due to Mr. Mobsby’s clever design.” 140 and “The routine of the 
lecturer and artist of the Department of Agriculture is worth noting, as they are kept going 
from 9am till pretty well 11pm each day. In the evenings Mr. Mobsby shows lantern views, 
and Major Boyd lectures.”141 
 
It is interesting to note that in a letter to his superiors in Brisbane, Henry requested 
permission to show some of the moving films he and Wills had taken in 1899. He had taken 
the negatives of all 28 films with him to Melbourne, but suggested just showing 13 which he 
listed in his letter. He had sourced a firm in Melbourne prepared to make copies of these 
films suitable to be shown through the latest standard of machine, which he could hire from 
Baker and Rouse.142 As there is no mention of these films in any of the newspaper reports, it 
is possible that permission to spend the money on this idea was denied. In hindsight this 
was a great pity, as these films would have been suitable for use on future occasions, 
especially at the Franco-British Exhibition in London the following year. 
 
In a progress report to his superiors in Brisbane, he wrote:  
 
“I shall be glad to receive a few more pines on plants. Those here are ripening and will not 
look so fresh after about a week’s time. They are a very great attraction, as most of the 
Victorians, who visit the show, never saw them growing before. People here either think that 
the pineapples grow in the ground with just the tops above the surface or that they grow on 
trees. The Queensland Court is the talk of everybody. Many of the visitors say their friends 
told them not to miss it and they have taken care not to do so. Numbers of young men who 
never heard or saw so much of Queensland’s products, are now bent on going there and 
taking up land.”143 
 
Once back in Brisbane a full report of the exhibition was completed for the Department and 
in it Henry stated that the Governor General Lord Northcote had visited the Queensland 
Court after his official opening of the exhibition, and spent quite some time admiring the 
state’s display and collection of Queensland scenery on view. One photograph ‘Sunrise at 
Bowen’ was of particular interest to him so Henry took the liberty of presenting it to him as 
a gift. The picture entitled ‘Rosenthal Creek, Warwick’ was also gifted to Lady Northcote. 
 
He also mentioned that his photos of the various parts of the state’s Court were sent to 
Brisbane to be used in newspaper articles, the Queensland Agricultural Journal and also to 
produce 24,000 postcards for distribution by the Queensland Government Intelligence 
Bureau. 
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Queensland displays A.N.A. Exhibition, Melbourne 1907 
(Queensland Agricultural Journal March 1907) 
 
There was one unfortunate incident during the course of the exhibition when the 
Queensland wool and cotton display accidentally caught fire. The attendants quickly 
extinguished the flames before any serious damage was done and by mid afternoon it had 
been repaired back to its original state. One attendant suffered burns to his hands and was 
treated by the ambulance. 
 
Henry concluded his report by stating: “It is without doubt that the Queensland Court being 
the premier exhibit in the whole exhibition, was mainly responsible for the large numbers of 
the public attending, thereby increasing the A.N.A. Treasury (the gross takings at the 
turnstile being £5,867-15-6, which included £797-18-9 on January 28th, Fete Day) to such an 
extent that I was informed they would be enabled to return to the exhibitors the amounts of 
their floor space money”144 (This was £150.) 
 
To remember his participation at this exhibition, the association presented him with a 
souvenir in the form of a map of Australia, in gold, inscribed on the one side ‘Presented to 
H.W. Mobsby, designer of the Queensland Court’ and on the other side ‘A.N.A. Exhibition 
1907’. So appealing was Queensland portrayed, that thirty-four Victorians travelled with 
him upon his return to the state, with a view to taking up land for farming.145 
 
-  o  - 
 
Henry and his daughter Berta had a very close relationship and enjoyed mutual interests. 
They both sang in the church choir at St. Andrews, Indooroopilly and Berta was also 
interested in photography, later being employed herself as a photographer’s assistant with 
the Department of Agriculture and Stock. There were times when she would accompany her 
father to events, such as the July meeting of the Royal Geographical Society where she 
would have met the Governor and his wife, Lord and Lady Chelmsford, who attended that 
particular evening.146  
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Visiting Government House was not an uncommon occurrence for him and on one of these 
occasions in 1907, he photographed Lady Chelmsford when she met with the Queensland 
committee of the Australian Exhibition of Women’s Work, of which she was the president.147 
 
 
Women’s Exhibition committee at Government House – 22 July 1907  
(State Library of Qld Neg No.171863) 
 
On 1st July 1907 he was given a new position with the Queensland Intelligence and Tourist 
Bureau. This was a newly established sub-department of the Chief Secretary’s Office, and 
was situated in a building on the corner of Queen and George Streets. The appointment 
with the Bureau increased his salary to £200 per annum.148  
 
 
Queensland Intelligence and Tourist Bureau – the curved building on the left 
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John Malcolm Campbell was appointed as the Bureau’s first director, with its primary 
function to promote tourism in the state, and this included producing films, brochures and 
other publications. Henry’s appointment there was specifically made for the forthcoming 
Franco-British Exhibition in London. The Bureau compiled a 104 page booklet entitled 
‘Queensland – Britain’s Fairest Daughter’, which contained many photographs and 
decorative illustrations and was created especially for handing out to prospective settlers at 
the London exhibition.149   
 
The following panoramas are from an album titled ‘Queensland Views of Central District, 
Intelligence and Tourist Bureau, Brisbane.’ It contains 32 mounted photographs of various 
sizes taken by Henry. Many of the photographs in this album appear in the Railway 
Department’s booklet ‘Tours in the Central Districts’ published in 1908. 
 
 
Milking station in Central Queensland – circa 1907 
(HWM photo – Mobsby papers UQFL181 Album 2 page 7 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
 
Mines near Clermont – circa 1907 
(HWM photo – UQFL181 Album 2 page 7 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
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 The Franco-British Exhibition, London 1908  
International recognition of his exhibition display work came in 1908. This was the age of 
World Fairs. They had been in vogue since the Great Exhibition of 1851, which was the first 
international exhibition of manufactured goods, held in the purpose-built Crystal Palace in 
Hyde Park, London.  The creative vision for the Franco-British Exhibition came from a 
Hungarian named, Imre Kiralfy.  A former showman, he was already known for his 
spectacular show at the world’s fair in Chicago in 1893 and he created The Empire of India 
Exhibition which opened at Earl’s Court, London in 1895.  
 
The ‘Franco’ (as it became known) was bigger and better than anything Kiralfy had 
previously produced. He constructed some of the most ornate buildings Britain had ever 
seen on what had previously been 140 acres of marshy farmland, transforming the area into 
a fantasy land of white plaster palaces. This became known as the Great White City. Within 
18 months, a team of up to 12,000 workers built 20 extraordinary palaces (complete with a 
central lagoon where visitors could take a trip on a swan boat), 120 exhibition buildings, an 
entire Irish village, and a scenic railway. The exhibition ran from 14th May until 31st October 
1908.  Over eight million people visited the exhibition including British Royalty and other 
international dignitaries. 
 
Built in an area of west London near Shepherd's Bush, it included an oval amphitheatre to 
accommodate the Olympic Games, which were also held in conjunction with the fair, during 
the month of July. Whether any of the Mobsby family attended Olympic events is not 
known. 
 
 
Map of grounds shows Olympic Stadium and Australian Pavilion top right – 
Shaded area indicates the Queensland Court (Qld State Archives – ID266993)  
 
The announcement regarding the staff to be sent from Queensland to work at the exhibition 
was made in December 1907 and under the leadership of John Campbell, Henry was 
appointed as the display officer and asked to design the state’s Court in the Australian 
Palace. In area, Queensland secured the second largest court within the pavilion and it was 
located in a prime position. 
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Nellie and Berta accompanied him to England for the duration of his stay which lasted for 
eighteen months. Both he and his wife still had relatives living in England with Henry’s 
parents William and Sarah residing in Hove and his brother Benjamin, now married with two 
adult children also living nearby. It had been 25 years since they had left England and their 
Australian born daughter had not met any of her relatives there.   
 
 
Henry and Nellie Mobsby – believed to be before their departure for England in 1908 
  
Campbell requested berths be booked on the S.S. Ormuz for the 18th January as they needed 
a couple of months to build up the Court and have it ready for the opening of the exhibition 
in May.150 A couple of days before departure, the Indooroopilly Masonic Lodge called a 
special meeting of its members to wish Henry well for the trip and presented him with “a 
handsome toilet dressing case – suitably inscribed.”151 
 
 Original souvenir postcard from this trip 
 
The Mobsby family, together with the other exhibition staff and their families, travelled in a 
second class cabin according to the ship’s passenger list. The Ormuz sailed from Pinkenba 
wharf travelling south to the Australian ports of Sydney, Melbourne and Fremantle before 
crossing the Atlantic for England. On board the ship were 120 cases of Queensland 
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exhibits,152 some of which contained bottled wine. Unfortunately pilfering went on during 
the voyage because the wine cases ended up being 57 bottles short and it was also noted 
that both Henry’s luggage and that of another staff member, had been opened and articles 
extracted.153 
 
Within those 120 cases were 17,000 ft (5,180 metres) of pictures consisting of thousands of 
postcards which had been printed for distribution at the fair.154   On the reverse side of some 
of the postcards statistics were printed relating to that particular industry. In the example 
below it states: “The butter produced in Queensland during 1906 weighed 22,746,593 lbs”  
(10,317 kilograms). 
 
 
Butter Factory at Esk - one of many postcards produced from Henry’s photographs 
 
Altogether Queensland sent over 1,593 boxes of exhibits to display at the fair, including 380 
boxes of pamphlets, 30 boxes of pictures and albums, and 27 boxes of postcards,155 the 
majority of which would have been produced from Henry’s photographs taken during his 
travels around the state. These pamphlets and postcards proved to be a very useful tool for 
attracting visitors to the Queensland Court, and one which the other states lacked. 
 
The official staff appointed for the exhibition received extra allowances on top of their 
salary, of an amount of £5 per week whilst in London and £2 10s per week whilst travelling 
on board ship.156  The major regional newspapers in Queensland printed the story about 
their remuneration for the trip, with the Cairns Morning Post giving it the derogatory title of 
‘The Exhibition Pic-Nic’. They may not have been aware that apart from the salaried officers, 
all of the court attendants were Queenslanders who paid their own passage to England to 
help the officers set up and manage the display. For the duration of the exhibition, the staff 
wore straw hats featuring red bands with a prominent letter Q.157 
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Business card - Franco British International Exhibition  
(Mobsby papers UQFL181 box 2 folder 5 Fryer Library, University of Qld)  
 
Before the opening of the exhibition on 14th May there was much work to be done but upon 
arrival, the staff found that the concrete floor in the building had not been completed so 
they were unable to gain access which caused some delay.158 Henry designed the Great 
Pagoda, the centrepiece for the Queensland Court, and it was made up of sixteen varieties 
of native timbers and built by the Ipswich Railway Workshops. The following is his original 
drawing of the pagoda and floor plan, however the finished product shown in the 
photograph below, was not quite as elaborate as the sketch. 
 
 
   (Qld State Archives ID 902811)                  Queensland Court – Henry Mobsby standing left of centre  
 
 It housed the enquiry office where the state’s representatives were able to answer 
questions and hand out information leaflets, but it was not in place on opening day, arriving 
just days later. Otherwise the state’s display was complete. It was pouring rain when the 
Prince of Wales attended the official opening but despite this, the attendance for the day 
reached 130,000.159 
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Australian Pavilion, Franco-British Exhibition, London 1908 
 
Two weeks later King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra visited the Australian pavilion and 
while the King spoke with John Campbell at the Queensland Court, the Queen took great 
interest in the gemstones on display by Brisbane jewellers Favelle, Roberts and Sankey. She 
was most impressed with their quality and ordered a parcel of stones to be sent to her at 
Buckingham Palace.160 Another valuable item worth £2,520 was on display in the court. It 
was a solid gold bar weighing 700 ounces (19,845 grams) on loan from Thomas Mills of 
Charters Towers.161 
 
 
J. R. Sankey with Queen Alexandra  
(National Museum of Australia, Josef Lebovic Collection) 
 
In Campbell’s report on the exhibition he states: 
 
“There is nothing in the exhibition to compare with our pamphlets and postcards and no 
difficulty is experienced in disposing of them, in fact people do not need to be approached, 
but apply for them, and what is more they tell their friends to do likewise. For four days in 
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the week, inquirers are to be seen at the bureau counter, four, six and eight deep, with three 
or four officers busy attending to their requirements. Many schools have been supplied with 
full sets of literature and I have been informed by the teachers that they find them most 
useful. To date 250 cases of pamphlets have been unpacked and distributed. The other 
states are just now beginning to follow our example in this direction.” 
  
“The real novelty of the Queensland Court was the very attractive trophies, round which 
there were constant gatherings of spectators attesting to their most potent attractions. They 
differed strikingly from any other features of the sister States, and the charmingly pretty 
effects produced were the subject of constant remark and admiration, especially from the 
country folk, whose raptures often caused a smile. A great deal of thought and consideration 
was given to the designing and fitting up of the respective trophies. The judges considered 
the Wool Trophy the most unique trophy of its kind in the exhibition and granted the highest 
award.”162 
 
The different product displays (known as trophies) were Henry’s design and this was the 
first time Queensland had used the skills of a professional artist in this regard. The trophies 
were distinctly original and based on the principle that they should be formed out of the 
various exhibits, rather than elaborately designed structures upon which exhibits were 
placed. They received much praise from everyone. The first and foremost section of the 
Court was devoted to agricultural and pastoral exhibits.  
 
  
Flour and Cotton trophies  
(HWM photos - Mobsby papers UQFL181, Box 1, Folder 4 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
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Agricultural Trophy  
(HWM photo - Mobsby papers UQFL181, Box 1, Folder 4 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
The agricultural trophy (above) comprised grains, seeds, sorghums, millets, fruit, vegetables, 
nuts, rice, condensed milk, native grasses, tropical products, preserves and thirty-six 
samples of soils from farms around the state. This magnificent trophy received a Grand Prix 
award, as did Henry’s entry in the Photography section at the fair.  
 
Campbell’s report went on further to say: 
 
“There was a great demand for the postcards issued from the Queensland Section as our 
State was practically the only one distributing them. This mode of advertising was an 
excellent advertisement to the State, as in six cases out of twelve they were mostly posted 
through London from the Exhibition. Finding out that this was being done, I erected a small 
counter near the Pagoda where postcards could be addressed.  
 
Considering the amount of money expended by the Government in preparing the pamphlets 
and postcards, I am sure that no country in the world has secured the same advertisement 
and benefit as Queensland has reaped. I am of the opinion that, had the Government spent 
the same amount in advertising in the daily press, not half the good would have resulted.” 
 
 
 Queensland badge produced for the exhibition  
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Gold Medal for W. Kajewski cotton farmer 
 (Qld State Archives ID 266992) 
  
There were also social functions to attend, some of which included invitations for the 
officers’ family members, such as the luncheon held by Sir Horace Tozer, Queensland’s 
Agent-General in England. He invited all of the commissioners, officers and attendants of 
the Queensland Court to the Garden Club at the exhibition.163 The Premier of Queensland, 
William Kidston, made a trip to London and invited a number of Queenslanders on a Thames 
River cruise, including the display officers and their families.164 
 
During the summer months there were several regional shows held in Great Britain and 
Henry accompanied other staff members from the Queensland Court to these. The shows 
visited were The Royal Agricultural Society Show in Newcastle-on-Tyne, the Lincoln County 
Show in Sleaford, the Highland Agricultural Society Show in Aberdeen, Scotland and the 
Dublin Horse Show in Ireland. No other Australian states exhibited at these shows. 
 
In Newcastle, Queensland and Canada were the only overseas British colonies represented 
and there was so much interest in the state’s exhibits that a further box of pamphlets had to 
be sent up from London. The other little give-away to the public was a small badge with the 
state’s emblem on it. Arrangements were made with a local theatre to show films of 
Queensland industries on a daily basis, free of charge, for the duration of the show. Kidston 
also made arrangements to present a series of Queensland views in many of the country 
centres during the following six months.165 
 
Many hours were spent daily at the exhibition and Henry’s dedication to the job was 
appreciated by Campbell who wrote this letter to his superiors in Brisbane: 
 
“I have the honour to request that the allowance of Mr. H.W. Mobsby, at present the only 
Senior Assistant to me in the Court, be increased, or an honorarium be granted to him. Mr. 
Mobsby has done excellent work at the Court and has worked night and day from the start 
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of the Court. He is the lowest salaried officer on the staff and his case deserves every 
consideration.”166  
- o - 
 
William and Sarah Mobsby, Henry’s parents, were at this time living at 65 Goldstone Road, 
Hove and his brother Benjamin, wife Fanny, son William and daughter Eleanor (who was 
known as Cis) resided at 71 Westbourne Street, Hove. 
 
 
                              Ben, Fanny, Cis and William                                  Sarah with Nellie and Fanny 
 
 
Brothers Ben and Henry Mobsby 
            
Cousins Berta and Cis were similar in age and during this time they became good friends, 
and this close relationship continued throughout their whole lives. Meeting up with family 
again after so many years would have been wonderful and because of the lengthy period of 
their stay, they were able to enjoy many outings together and the author has two albums of 
family photographs taken during that time which also include photos of Nellie’s home town 
in Cornwall.  
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Berta, Cis and Nellie seated in the Elite Gardens at the Franco-British Exhibition 
 
 
Nellie, Berta and Cis at the Franco-British Exhibition showing the Flip Flap ride in the background 
 
In October, the final month of the Exhibition, the representatives of the Australian Pavilion 
were asked to assist the London Hospital Saturday Fund by placing collection boxes 
throughout their respective courts in order to help the committee with their fundraising. 
 
 Hospital Fund collections listed by Mobsby on the reverse of a postcard 
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Campbell decided to encourage more donations by asking visitors to pay 1 penny for the 
opportunity to lift the Gold Bar, and postcards were sold at 3 for 1 penny, instead of being 
given away free. In the Queensland Court alone, a sum of over £30 had been collected by 
the end of the day, so the hospital committee asked if the collection could continue for a 
whole week, which it did, and this produced a total sum of £166-8-2.167 
  
At the end of October some of the exhibited products were distributed within London and 
others stored or sold. The remainder had to be packed in boxes for transport back to 
Australia. Some of the furniture was kept, to use in the new Agent-General’s office which 
was due to open the following year. Until the contractors could begin renovations of the 
office in January, it was decided that a display of Queensland exhibits would be set up on 
those premises, for advertising purposes, over the Christmas period.168  
 
Early in the new year the building at 409 The Strand, which was once a first class restaurant 
named Gatti’s, began refurbishment under the watchful eyes of both Henry and John 
Campbell. Their job was to organize the furnishings and fittings of the premises, and also set 
up the first permanent display of Queensland products in London.169 By mid May the office 
was ready for occupation. 
 
 
(Digitized photo from The Queenslander - 18 September 1909) 
 
During the time Henry spent in England he was elected a member of the Royal Photographic 
Society, listing his address as 140 Sinclair Road, West Kensington and he furthered his 
knowledge in the Science and Practice of Photography by taking courses with John H. Gear 
at the Cripplegate Technical Institute. He also sat an examination at the City and Guilds of 
London Institute where he passed in the section of Practical Work170 and then received a 
Senior Diploma for Theoretical and Practical Photography at the London Chamber of 
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Commerce,171  this course being paid for by the Queensland government.172 One of the 
subjects taken was for Photomicrography, which dealt with the microscopic photographing 
of germs, liquids and pests on fruit trees.173 
 
With the long hours of work at the fair now over and all of the dismantled exhibits taken 
care of, Henry had more time to relax with his family.  
 
   
                  Henry and family on the swing                                                       Henry and Nellie  
 
There was still one more agricultural show to visit before returning to Australia and it was 
held in late June in the city of Gloucester. John Campbell, Henry and two other officers 
manned the Queensland stand.174  
 
King Edward VII was the first monarch to visit the Gloucester show in 100 years so there was 
much excitement about his arrival. Henry was amongst the crowd when he saw an 
opportunity to take a photograph of the King, so he stepped forward and did so.  
 
The King’s attendants were quite astonished at this occurrence and a policeman approached 
Henry and asked him to surrender the negatives, as instructions had been given to the 
general public prior to the King’s arrival that no ‘snap shotting’ of His Majesty was allowed. 
Once Henry explained that he was an officially appointed government photographer visiting 
from Australia, he was allowed to keep the negatives.175 
 
Years later the Premier of Queensland T.J. Ryan, visited London and took framed 
enlargements of these two photographs, signed and dated by Henry, and they were 
forwarded to the Gloucester City Council, where they hung for many years in the 
Guildhall.176 
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Royal Carriage arrival at Gloucester Show 1909 (Gloucester City Council) 
 
 
King Edward VII in his carriage at Gloucester Show 1909 (Gloucester City Council) 
 
After a lengthy stay of eighteen months, the Mobsby family boarded the S.S. Ophir on the 
20th August for the trip back home to Australia, arriving in Brisbane on 8th October.177 
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Berta and Nellie (on left) with friends in England 
 
 
 
Captain and several passengers on board S.S.‘Ophir’ 
 Henry standing far left middle row, Nellie and Berta on either side of Captain Healey  
 
 
 
 
73 
 
1909 to 1914 
 
Just a few weeks after returning home, Henry purchased a property in Station Road, 
Indooroopilly from James Pratt, from whom it is believed he was previously renting,178 as no 
earlier property purchase has been located. Ten years later, on 16 December 1919, he 
bought the adjoining land179 and this double block was eventually numbered 98-100 Station 
Road, where the Mobsby family lived for several decades. As from 1st January 1910 he 
returned to the Department of Agriculture, with a salary increase to £220.180  
  
  
Mobsby family home 98-100 Station Road, Indooroopilly – third from left in street view 
 
 
Henry with his dog and parrots on the verandah of his home 
 
Government House in Brisbane became formally dedicated to the uses of the first University 
in Queensland on 10th December 1909 and Henry was there to capture it on film. He was 
present when the ceremony was performed by the newly appointed Queensland Governor 
Sir William MacGregor and he took a series of photographs of the speeches and unveiling of 
the dedication tablet, as well as one of Lady MacGregor planting a tree.181 
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Five of his photos appear in a book called ‘Queensland’s Half Century 1859 – 1909’ which 
was produced by the government.182 The object of this work was to furnish the reader with a 
concise review of the major facts of Queensland’s progress, firstly as an autonomous British 
colony of the Australian group, and secondly as a State of the Commonwealth of Australia. 
The book contained numerous photographs and Henry was paid £5 5s for his contribution. 
Copies were sent to all of the high ranking government officials in Australia and also to King 
Edward VII.183 Reprints of this book are still available today. 
  
184 
 
By mid January, he had left Brisbane again, this time by train, heading to Melbourne and 
accompanied by Murdoch McLeod who was the government officer in charge of that year’s 
exhibit at the A.N.A. exhibition.185 Once again the Victorians were most interested in what 
Queensland had to offer new settlers, with the Governor-General and party of officials 
spending a considerable time at the Court.186  
 
In a private letter received from Melbourne, addressed to the Under Secretary for 
Agriculture, the Queensland exhibit received very high praise saying that it had five times 
more visitors than that of the Victorian stand, and was regarded as definitely the best 
exhibit at the show. The word ‘Queensland’ on the court was displayed in coloured electric 
lights and many congratulatory remarks were made to the officers that they deserved the 
first prize. During the five weeks of the exhibition, views of Queensland were shown at the 
Bijou Theatre, with a different set of photos shown each week.187  
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Mid-year Henry attended the annual State School teacher’s instruction course at the Gatton 
Agricultural College, as he did for several years, where he used lantern slides to accompany 
not only lectures he gave, but those given by some of the other instructors.188 
 
 
HWM seated on bottom step, third from left  
(Brisbane Courier 21 June 1910) 
 
The trophies he designed to showcase the state’s produce each year at the Agricultural 
show in Brisbane continued to draw admiration from visitors. The display for 1910 was 
particularly attractive. 
 
 
(HWM photos - Queensland Agricultural Journal Sept 1910 – plates VIII and IX) 
  
The following year, Berta Mobsby, who was also quite accomplished in the art of 
photography, was officially appointed as Assistant Photographer with the Intelligence and 
Tourist Bureau.189  She continued to work for the government for many years and like her 
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father, she also worked in the Department of Agriculture and Stock.190 It is thought that prior 
to this official appointment she had worked in an unofficial capacity, hand colouring 
postcards for the Tourist Bureau, including those used at the Franco-British Exhibition in 
1908.191  
- o - 
 
With immigration to Queensland being a key focus, it is not surprising that Henry was on 
hand to capture the following images of a record number of British arrivals disembarking 
from the steamer Torilla in Brisbane, in early October 1911. A total of 1,610 new settlers left 
England on board this ship.192 
 
 
 
(HWM photos digitized from The Queenslander 21 Oct 1911 and The Brisbane Courier 14 Oct 1911) 
 
In the month of June 1913 he toured parts of Central Queensland193 where photographs 
taken and information gathered from the farmers, was used in the 1914 edition of a 
government booklet. Then in October he visited the south-western region of the state,194 the 
photo results of which appeared in the first edition of another government booklet on the 
Maranoa District in 1916. Both of these booklets were produced by the Intelligence and 
Tourist Bureau and many of the images would have also been used to produce postcards for 
the forthcoming international exhibition in San Francisco. 
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It is interesting to note that by this stage, Henry was not accompanying another government 
expert on lecture tours, but travelling on his own around the state. He was even referred to 
in one newspaper article as the “well known photographer to the Agricultural 
Department”.195  In 1912 he had also been elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts in 
London, which enabled him to add the letters F.R.S.A. after his name.196 To be elected a 
fellow of the RSA, he would have been proposed by another member of the society and he 
remained in the printed list of members until 1923. The Royal Society of Arts states "The 
RSA Fellowship is an international community of achievers and influencers from a wide array 
of backgrounds and professions, distinguished by the title ‘FRSA’. Fellows are social 
entrepreneurs to scientists, community leaders to commercial innovators, artists and 
journalists to architects and engineers, and many more."  
 
Advertising Queensland at the Agent-General’s office in London was a most effective way of 
encouraging more settlers to the state and early in 1914 Henry prepared an updated set of 
large framed photographs for display in the London office. These photos illustrated the work 
carried out on the State Farm at Roma; on the wheat plots, in the orchards and on the farm 
plots. They graphically showed different phases of wheat breeding, hybridising, harvesting 
and stripping. Other photos showed ploughing and threshing, as well as butter factories and 
homesteads, and all were mounted in especially made frames of different varieties of 
Queensland timber.197 
 
1914 also saw the beginning of what was to become known as the Great War, or World War 
One. Australia’s involvement began when Britain and Germany went to war in August and 
both Prime Minister Joseph Cook and Opposition Leader Andrew Fisher pledged full support 
for Britain. Had Henry’s son Arthur lived, he would have been a young man of 20 years at 
this time and would possibly have joined the Armed Forces, as so many young Australian 
men did. 
 
 
Henry (centre) setting up a cheese and bacon display at the 1914 R.N.A. show in Brisbane  
(The Queenslander - 22 August 1914) 
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Panama-Pacific Exposition, San Francisco, USA 1915 
 
In March of 1914, prior to the outbreak of war, the Australian government had formed a 
commission to organise an Australian pavilion at the Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition (P.P.I.E.) planned to be held in the American city of San Francisco from February 
to December the following year. By April the site for the pavilion had been chosen and plans 
were being drawn up by the architect George Oakeshott. The position chosen within the 
grounds was in Lafayette Avenue at the ‘Presidio’ entrance, near the United States military 
reservation and a terminal point of one of the city tramlines. It was thought that this 
position would be most prominent for visitors arriving through that entrance.198  
 
Construction for the fair was well under way by the time war was declared in Europe later 
that year. Some countries declined to participate but the Australian government decided to 
go ahead with representation and James Robertson was appointed as the Queensland 
Commissioner. 
 
Built on land of over 600 acres on the shores of San Francisco Bay, the idea of the fair was to 
celebrate the opening of the Panama Canal, but it also served to showcase the city of San 
Francisco and how it had recovered from the devastating earthquake of 1906. 
 
 
 
Henry was given the principal job of designing not only the Queensland section, but also 
that of the artistic arrangement of all displays in the entire Australian pavilion. Due to the 
outbreak of the war, not all states participated, with only New South Wales, Victoria and 
Queensland sending representatives. Queensland was the major exhibitor in the pavilion. As 
well as choosing the colour schemes, he produced and framed approximately 250 enlarged 
photographs, illustrative of the state’s resources. These adorned the walls throughout the 
Court and he also put together albums of photos for visitors to look through.199 
 
Leaving Brisbane on November 20th, he travelled by mail train down to Sydney with John 
Campbell, the other Queensland government representative with whom he had worked at 
previous exhibitions. There were also a couple of other young men who paid for their own 
journey, with the intention of finding work at the exhibition. They sailed on the S.S. Sonoma, 
which departed Sydney the following day.200 On board the ship were a large number of 
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Australian exhibits, including the bulk of those from Queensland.201 The state’s 
Commissioner, James Robertson, sailed from Sydney in January together with the last of the 
215 tons of exhibits.202 
 
 
Interior view showing progress of work inside pavilion – 21 January 1915 
 
    
Outside Australian pavilion during construction  
(HWM photos - Qld State Archives  ID 267005) 
 
A description of the Australian pavilion was given in a newspaper report, stating that it was 
“built of Oregon pine, covered with cement plaster in the early Renaissance style and treated 
with Ionic columns on each side of a central tower. On the frieze of this Ionic order were the 
names of the States and below in panels between the columns were the names of the 
principal cities of each State, while above the frieze the flags of each of the respective States 
flew.  All the details of the central tower and front entrance were illustrative of the 
Commonwealth, with the national coat-of-arms on the walls and the whole surmounted by 
the national flag on the pole at the summit of the tower”.203 
 
The two ends of the building were also representative of the Commonwealth and were 
adorned on the jambs with beautiful ornamental panels illustrating the flora and fauna of 
Australia. These were especially designed in Australia and the plaster casts were sent over 
to San Francisco. They can be seen in the following photo. 
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HWM far left middle row, John Campbell far right middle row  
(Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box2, Folder5 - Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
Surrounding the building were paths and grass lawns planted with Australian native trees 
and shrubs. There was an aviary of native birds as well as some kangaroos and wallabies. 
Attached to the pavilion was a properly equipped lecture hall capable of seating about 200 
people. Here Henry presented lantern slide and cinematographic lectures. 
 
 
Australian Pavilion at the Panama Pacific International Exposition 
(HWM photo – Item 151818877 National Library of Australia) 
 
There was an official souvenir View Book produced by the P.P.I.E. Company which contained 
many photographs of the buildings and attractions. Underneath the photo of the Australian 
pavilion were the words: “The large and beautiful Australian Pavilion is at the Presidio 
entrance. Exhibits afford striking evidence of the enormous primary resources of the great 
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Commonwealth. There are enormous exhibits of mineral, agricultural, and forestry products 
displayed in endless profusion.”  
 
The Exposition was officially opened at noon on 20th February 1915 and on 10th March there 
was a dedication ceremony of the Australian pavilion. 
 
 
Dedication of the Australian pavilion (Mobsby papers UQFL181 Parcel 1 - Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
In the following close-up of the front row of dignitaries on the far right side of the photo 
featured above, Henry can be seen holding his camera, and standing just in front of John 
Campbell. A couple of men further left of Henry are James Robertson, the Queensland 
Commissioner and next to him Alfred Deakin, three times past Prime Minister of Australia, 
and the nation’s Commissioner for this fair.  
 
 
Close-up of dignitaries with identifying initials 
 
Just a couple of months after the opening, Campbell was instructed by the Queensland 
government to leave San Francisco and proceed to London to resume his old duties there as 
Trade Commissioner for Queensland.204 This now put the responsibility for the continued 
maintenance and running of the state’s exhibit onto Henry. He had also just received a letter 
from the President of the P.P.I.E., inviting him to be one of the members of the International 
Jury of Award at the Exposition.205 The award system was a very important facet of the fair 
and he was asked to judge products from all countries, within categories associated with the 
Agricultural section: 1.Waters and Unfermented Fruit Juices, 2.Wines and Brandies, 3.Syrups 
and Liqueurs, Distilled Spirits and Commercial Alcohol, and 4.Fermented Beverages. 
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“The award system of a great exposition becomes a court whose verdicts affect the public 
choice of commodities and the prosperity of industries involving millions of capital; and 
through those verdicts the trade of nations may be seriously modified. It is one of the gravest 
responsibilities of exposition management.”206 
  
 Original jury letter (held by author) 
 
Almost 500 men and women from all over the world were jurors at the P.P.I.E. and this 
International Award System was kept separate and independent from all other branches of 
the Exposition management. Using an elaborate set of rules and a point system, there were 
six classes of awards: 
 
Grand Prize (Best of class) 
Medal of Honour (95-100 points) 
Gold Medal (85-94 points) 
Silver Medal (75-84 points) 
Bronze Medal (60-74 points) 
Honourable Mention (without medal) 
 
Australia received a total of 165 jury awards for exhibits, with 64 of those going to 
Queensland displays. There was a Gold Medal of Honour for the Helidon Spa Water 
Company together with 25 gold, 16 silver, and 11 bronze medals and also 11 honourable 
mentions. The Queensland Department of Agriculture received gold medals for Wool, 
Cotton and Cereal Grains and silver medals for Tobacco Leaf, Minerals, Tropical Products 
and Rubber. On a personal level, Henry received a silver medal in the Liberal Arts section for 
his photographic enlargements.207 
 
An unexpected honour was bestowed upon him when the Queensland Commissioner for 
the Exposition unexpectedly resigned and Henry was appointed to take his place as from the 
end of August.208  
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Wool and Fleece display & Agricultural display, Australian Pavilion PPIE 1915 
(Mobsby papers – UQFL181 Box 1 Folder 5 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
 
Gold Medal – Department of Agriculture and Stock - Varieties of Cotton 
(Qld State Archives ID882678) 
 
 As well as artistic ability, he had organizational skills which were put to good use when 
attending these world fairs.  Australia’s large gem display with myriads of opals, sapphires 
and other precious stones was an outstanding, and very valuable, feature in the pavilion. He 
devised a pricing system for these as recorded below. 
 
“Aside from the fact that the Queensland gem section came under the supervision of Mr. 
Mobsby, it was apparent that some systemised method of handling the gems as a massed 
collection was essential, and Mr. Mobsby conceived a plan of tabulation which proved 
eminently satisfactory to the Australian miners, the American customs authorities, the 
Exposition officials and the Australian Commissioners, and the exacting task of tabulating all 
the gems was entrusted to Mr. Mobsby. 
 
Each of the hundreds of gems was tabulated for weight and description, with the miner’s 
price, and retail and wholesale valuations, with import duty and exposition percentage 
demanded, individually added. The work occupied several weeks, and at a glance the retail 
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price of any individual stone could be given, and the former practice of laborious calculation 
entailing loss of time during pressure of business was entirely eliminated.”209 
 
He was contacted by the management of The Emporium, a very large department store in 
San Francisco, about having a display of Queensland products and manufactured goods in a 
prominent section of their store, over the Christmas season. As the fair was closing in early 
December, Henry saw this as being a wonderful way to continue advertising the state to the 
American public.210 
 
After nine months, and tens of thousands of visitors, the doors of the Australian pavilion 
closed on Saturday afternoon 4th December. “On the stroke of midnight the officers 
assembled in the tower of the building and performed the ceremony of hauling down the 
Commonwealth flag from the flagstaff. As the colours were lowered the tower interior and 
the environs resounded with enthusiastic “coo-ees” and a tearful farewell. On the doors 
were “Auld Lang Syne” cards surrounded by evergreen decorations.”211 
 
There was an enormous amount of work to be done dismantling the exhibits and 
distributing all of the items, with some sent to local museums and educational institutions. 
Where previously Queensland was virtually unknown to the average American, this 
Exposition had created an awareness of the state, much of it through the literature that was 
distributed prolifically amongst the visitors. In the same manner that was used for the 
Franco British Exhibition, thousands of postcards depicting Queensland towns, agriculture 
and industry, had been printed from Henry’s photographs, many with relevant statistics 
printed on the reverse.  
 
 
Arrowroot Growing at Coolabunia, Nanango District  
 
Several picture books entitled ‘Views Seen From Queensland Railways’ which contained 
large images taken in different districts around the state, were published for distribution at 
the Exposition. The front cover was highly decorated with sketched views of the state (most 
likely Henry’s artwork) and the back cover featured a map of the world showing the sea 
route from Australia to England through the newly opened Panama Canal. 
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Another picture booklet212 printed for distribution at the exhibition was ‘Glimpses of Sunny 
Queensland’ which was full of Henry’s photos and the colourful illustrations on both the 
front and back covers would have been his work. 
 
 
Front and back cover illustrations – Glimpses of Sunny Queensland (source: Internet Archive) 
 
 
Title page 
 
On the final day, after all pavilion doors had closed, a parade of illuminated floats circled the 
palaces from 8.30 to 10pm. After that a show described as “the greatest display of fireworks 
ever seen in the West” began. The evening was fine for the fireworks and Henry captured 
the event on film. Precisely at midnight, the president of the P.P.I.E. flipped a switch and the 
lights of the fair were turned off forever. It was calculated that over 18 million people had 
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visited the Exposition, which was better than originally expected given the onset of the war 
in Europe.  
 
 
Illuminations at the P.P.I.E. showing the 43 storey Tower of Jewels  
(HWM photos - Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box2, Folder 1 – Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
   
- o - 
 
During the first few months of 1915 while Henry had been working in San Francisco, his wife 
Nellie had remained in Brisbane to prepare for the arrival of Henry’s brother Ben, and his 
family, who were finally leaving England to live in Australia. 
 
Whilst visiting his brother in England in 1908, Henry’s enthusiasm for life in Queensland had 
prompted Ben to become interested in moving to Australia as well. His family began making 
plans to emigrate but sadly his wife Fanny became ill and finally passed away in 1912. Later 
that same year his father William died aged 79, and then by the end of 1913 his mother 
Sarah had passed away as well, leaving the family free to begin making their plans to move 
to Queensland.  When war broke out in Europe the following year, emigration preparations 
were already under way, with Ben’s son William engaged to be married to Edith Kempsell 
from the village of Coldwaltham in Sussex.  
 
 
Ben, Cis, Berta, friend George Gall and Nellie on board S.S. Orsova 
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Ben and his daughter Cis were the first to leave England on 15th January 1915, travelling on 
the S.S. Orsova which arrived in Australia on 1st March, and Nellie and Berta were there to 
greet them upon arrival in Brisbane.213 
  
William and Edith remained in England until after they were married. The ceremony took 
place in her family’s home village on 5th April, and then they boarded the S.S. Osterley four 
days later.214 Being wartime, it was dangerous to be travelling across the world but the 
newlyweds were very fortunate that their ship’s Captain had a good presence of mind and 
avoided trouble. The following is an interesting newspaper article about their voyage: 
 
“Since the commencement of the so-called blockade of the British Isles the German 
submarines have resorted to all sorts of subterfuges in order to trap British shipping, and 
shortly after leaving London the passengers on the Osterley were afforded an opportunity of 
witnessing one of their latest ruses, which fortunately, had no satisfactory result for the 
Germans. 
 
Before leaving London Commander Jenks had been warned by the authorities to use the 
utmost caution when vessels were sighted flying distress signals, as it was known to the 
officials that a number of such vessels, which were being used as decoy ships for German 
submarines were seen in the channel. 
 
Just as the vessel was entering the Bay of Biscay, a steamer flying the French flag was 
sighted some distance on the port bow. Having regard for the Admiralty’s warning, Captain 
Jenks and his officers looked on all strangers with a certain amount of suspicion, which was 
strengthened when a little later the vessel was seen to be flying a signal of distress. 
 
Captain Jenks noticed that a mistake had been made in the hoisting of the signals, the flags 
having been reversed. The supposed distressed vessel appeared to be carrying a quantity of 
timber as deck cargo but through his telescope the Osterley’s commander was able to 
observe certain signs that led him to the belief that the stranger had no cargo on her decks, 
but that what appeared to be timber was only canvas painted to represent timber. The 
Germans however, had used a colour just a shade or two too dark and the trick was 
discovered.  
 
When the Germans noticed that the Osterley was not taking any notice of her signals, she 
ran up another string of bunting claiming rudder damage. She continued on her course 
across the Osterley’s bows and despite the fact that the rudder was supposed to be 
damaged, Captain Jenks noticed that she was able to maintain a good speed. The Osterley’s 
commander and officers had satisfied themselves that the stranger was only a decoy for a 
submarine which was probably lurking nearby ready to discharge its deadly torpedo.  
 
Instead of slowing down, the speed of the Osterley was accelerated and her course was 
slightly altered. Immediately this was done the Germans caught sight of the big 4.7in gun 
which was on the after part of the mail steamer and which, manned by the naval reserve 
crew, was being kept trained on the decoy. Realising that the trick had failed, the Germans 
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hauled down the distress signals, and with a mobility that was simply amazing for a crippled 
steamer, she made off at full speed, and was soon lost on the horizon.”215 
 
 
Ben, Cis, William, Edith and Nellie on board S.S. Osterley 
 
William and Edith sailed safely into Brisbane and were met by the rest of the family. All of 
the new arrivals moved into the Mobsby’s Station Road house at first. With Henry in 
America and Nellie about to depart to join him, there was room for everyone to be together 
until further arrangements could be made.  
 
 
Edith, William, Nellie and Ben playing ‘Bobs’ in Station Road home 
 
Three months later Nellie sailed on the S.S. Sonoma for San Francisco, whilst Berta remained 
in Brisbane with the family. By the time Nellie arrived, the Exposition had only a few more 
weeks to run.  By early February the last of the Australian officials, except for Henry, had left 
San Francisco. He and Nellie boarded the S.S. Ventura to sail back to Sydney where they 
arrived on the 21st March.216 Before catching the train to Brisbane he was interviewed by a 
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reporter from The Sun about the success of the Exposition and future trade prospects with 
America. He stated that it was now up to the initiative of the Australian businessmen to 
keep boosting their products through constant advertising in that country.217  
 
 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco 1915 – Nellie Mobsby in foreground 
 
Once back in his office in Brisbane, he submitted his General Report on the Exposition and 
also wrote to his superiors asking for a bonus in wages for all of the extra responsibilities he 
had had to shoulder, due firstly to the departure of Campbell shortly after the opening of 
the fair, and then to the resignation of Robertson several months later.218  The response he 
received was an agreement to pay for only his out-of-pocket expenses, but this was not 
agreeable to him and in a further letter he stated:  
 
“I was practically in charge for nine months, the last part of which was very trying owing to 
the closing work, and it would be some recognition were I granted the difference for that 
period, between my salary and that paid to Mr. Campbell together with travelling expenses 
at the rate allowed to him.”219 
 
In an analysis of costs associated with the Queensland government’s participation at the 
P.P.I.E., which totalled over £12,000, Henry’s expenses are listed as being £667.220 It is 
unknown whether he received the extra compensation that he requested. Whilst in San 
Francisco he furthered his knowledge of photography by earning a Certificate in Motion 
Picture Work.221  
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1916 to 1923 
 
When the monthly meeting of the Royal Geographical Society was held in Brisbane at the 
end of April, he presented a very interesting illustrated lecture entitled ‘Queensland at the 
World’s Fair’ where he showed many of his photographs taken in San Francisco, including 
one of past US president Theodore Roosevelt222 who was speaking to a crowd in front of the 
French pavilion which was on the opposite side of Lafayette Avenue to the Australian 
pavilion. He also photographed opera singer Dame Nellie Melba when she visited the 
Australian pavilion. 
   
Theodore Roosevelt, hat in hand, speaking in front of the                    Original newspaper clipping 
French Pavilion (Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box2 Folder 5,  
Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
By now Henry was a well-respected Queensland government official and his opinions on 
different subjects were deemed quite valuable given his experience in other countries. 
There was a universal movement around this time, for municipal playgrounds to be 
established in parks for the pleasure and well-being of children. Overseas countries had 
taken up the suggestions put forward by medical and educational experts for the need of 
these outdoor spaces and there were movements in several Australian states, agitating for 
the building of playgrounds in some of their towns. He was asked to comment on the 
subject and referred to the numerous open spaces he had seen in San Francisco, which had 
been set aside for children to play, and in particular the ones in Golden Gate Park.223  
 
His informative and illustrated lecture on the Panama Pacific Exposition was a popular 
evening’s entertainment, and he presented this to the first combined gathering of the 
Queensland Public Service Association, attended by the Governor and his wife, which was 
held in Albert Hall, Brisbane on the evening of 1st June 1916.224   
 
Later that month he gave a similar presentation to Australian soldiers at the army training 
camp at Enoggera, north-west of Brisbane. Commonwealth military authorities had acquired 
1200 acres (486 hectares) in that area in 1910, initially for a rifle range, but which was then 
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being used to train soldiers for the war. Because of the very large number of tents, it 
became known as White City. There was a selection of entertainment put on for the soldiers 
and Henry gave his illustrated lecture on the Exposition on Wednesday 21st June. Admission 
was free to all soldiers and their friends. He gave similar lectures to many organizations, 
including several at the Gatton Agricultural College, the Royal Queensland Yacht Club and 
the Queensland Irish Association.  
 
 
The White City programme - Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 2 Folder 11 - Fryer Library, University of Qld 
View of White City Theatre - The Queenslander Pictorial Supplement 1 July 1916 
 
Once again that year his decorative trophy designs, highlighting Queensland agricultural 
products, received high praise at the Brisbane show.225 
 
 
Display of Queensland products by the Dept of Agriculture  
(The Queenslander 26 August 1916) 
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As a fundraiser for the war effort, carnivals were held by the Queensland Patriotic Fund, 
with all proceeds going to the returned sick, wounded and disabled soldiers and their 
dependants. One called the Allies City Carnival was held in Brisbane in August 1916 as part 
of the ‘Do Without Movement’. Henry was on two of the sub-committees who donated time 
and energy into making this event a success.226 The concept of this scheme was explained in 
the Queensland Figaro, 8th July 1916: 
 
“The ‘do-without’ week scheme has already caught on with the public, who see in it a novel 
means of augmenting the patriotic fund.  Briefly, this will take the form of introducing into 
each home a collecting box or card as soon as possible, to be collected again at the end of 
the ‘do-without’ week.  The scheme lends itself to many other means of self-denial in the 
shape of members of families foregoing some little luxury and putting the sum represented 
into a box…Dances, concerts, race meetings, matinees, sports, etc. will be held and the 
proceeds given to the week, the whole to finish with a great carnival.”  
 
He also helped the Red Cross Society with their wartime fundraising by screening lectures 
from time to time, and he responded to an appeal from the society for some photographic 
equipment for a returned soldier, and donated “a red lamp, an exposure meter and two 
half-plate dishes”.227 
  
Another fundraising event, this time for the Christmas prizes for the students at the 
Indooroopilly State School, was held in the Indooroopilly Hall on Saturday evening 18th 
November. Once again Henry presented his illustrated and informative lecture on the 
Panama Pacific Exposition to a full house.228 His association with this school, where his late 
son had attended continued to grow. Not only did he serve on the school committee, he 
also served as the chairman from 1917 to 1919.  
 
As 1916 drew to a close a new addition to the Mobsby family arrived. Henry’s nephew 
William and wife Edith, who were now living in Ipswich, gave birth to a son, Leonard Arthur, 
on the 29th December.  
- o - 
 
The war in Europe had been raging for more than 2 years at this time and thousands of men 
from Australia had volunteered. From the Department of Agriculture and Stock there had 
been many men who had enlisted to serve and an Honour Board with their names on it was 
hung in the entrance hall of the department in William Street in June of 1917. It was made 
from Queensland timbers by the departmental carpenter Mr J. Cree, with the design and 
illumination done by Henry. The top of the board was surmounted by the Commonwealth 
and Queensland flags which flanked the arms of the state and at the top of the crest was the 
rising sun badge of the Australian Imperial Force. At the time of the unveiling it had 70 
names, six of whom had died.229 
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Honour Board for the Department of Agriculture and Stock 
(Dept of Primary Industries) 
 
By mid-year Henry received another pay increase, which took his annual salary to £270.230 At 
this time he was preparing for the first Australian Town Planning Conference to be held in 
Adelaide in October. He was one of several government officers elected to attend 
preliminary talks and given his experience with organizing past exhibitions, he was 
entrusted with the work of compiling these exhibits. He was the first of the official 
representatives to arrive in Adelaide in early October to set up the display in the Exhibition 
Building in North Terrace. His wife Nellie accompanied him on this trip and accommodation 
for the delegates and their wives was in the Grand Central Hotel.231 The conference opened 
with a civic reception at the Town Hall for all of the states’ representatives.  
 
 
Delegates at the Town Planning Conference in Adelaide (State Library of South Australia) 
Henry Mobsby is seated fourth from the left, second front row 
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“In the Queensland court, which was arranged by Mr. H.W. Mobsby, will be found, in 
addition to town-planning plans and diagrams, photographs illustrating progress made 
during the last 50 years, specimens of raw material used for the manufacture of everything 
connected with house building, illustrations of what is being done by the State Bank in the 
matter of workers’ dwellings, and a capital assortment of mineral specimens, which after the 
exhibition, will be presented by the Queensland Government to the South Australian School 
of Mines and Industries.”232 
 
The Governor of South Australia, Sir Henry Galway, visited the Queensland Court and later 
that same afternoon he and Lady Galway invited all of the conference delegates and their 
wives for afternoon tea at Government House. Henry’s love for horticulture also found him 
attending the Carnation and Sweet Pea Society conference while he was in Adelaide.233  
 
In July the following year Brisbane hosted the second Town Planning Conference. Charles 
Chuter was appointed the honorary organizer for the conference and Henry was appointed 
the honorary director of the exhibition, which was held in the Exhibition Building in Bowen 
Park. Queensland put on a much larger display than that shown in Adelaide the previous 
year.  
 
“The town planning exhibits come from all the states and they are for the most part housed 
in the concert hall on screens arranged in avenues and bays. The big room is very crowded 
but Mr H.W. Mobsby, who has had the whole laying out of the exhibition, had the 
formidable task of finding over 40,000 square feet of wall space, and he had to remove the 
platform galleries, contrive a temporary canvas room behind the organ, and overflow into 
the annexe, which last-named is fully as important a part of the displays as the main 
building.”234 
 
The day before the official opening on 30th July, there was a hive of activity by a large 
number of people to get all of the displays completed. As one newspaper reported:  
 
“The hon. Director of the Exhibition, Mr H.W. Mobsby, government artist and photographer, 
Department of Agriculture (Queensland) was found working at full pressure, directing 
operations, offering helpful suggestions and answering inquiries from all quarters. Three 
months has been spent by Mr. Mobsby in the preparation of the exhibition, and the success 
that will undoubtedly result must be attributed in a large measure to his ceaseless energy 
and ripe experience.”235 
 
One afternoon many of the Conference delegates and other visitors were treated to a trip 
down the Brisbane River on the S.S. Koopa, enjoying the scenery, refreshments and music 
from an onboard band.236 A week later the conference concluded and presentations of gold 
watches were made to the two organizers, namely Chuter and Mobsby.237  
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Henry’s interest in town planning for Brisbane continued for years, and having visited San 
Francisco in 1915, he realized how much Brisbane could benefit from what he had seen 
there. His illustrated lecture, given at the Town Planning Association meeting in 1922, was 
entitled ‘Roads and Roads’ and showed the contrast between Queensland roads and those 
in the United States. He emphasised the need for keeping livestock off the roads and 
beautifying Victoria Park.238 
- o - 
 
After four years of war, there were many patriotic funds set up for fundraising. One of these 
was the annual Queensland Naval Christmas Cheer Fund, and perhaps the reason the 
Mobsby family supported this particular fund was because Nellie’s father, Walter Jenner, 
had served in the British Navy for many years before becoming a full time marine artist. 
Donations to this fund were not as high as those for the soldiers’ Christmas fund, and Henry 
wrote to the committee: “We always like to hear of our soldier boys’ safe arrival across the 
water. The sailor gets him there, and Jack often has to land and help in the fight.” Henry’s 
contribution is listed as being £1, Berta’s was 5 shillings and Cis contributed 2 shillings 6 
pence.239 
 
As Chairman of the Indooroopilly State School committee, he was very active in raising 
funds for the prizes for the students each year. In February 1919 he organized a couple of 
‘moving pictures’ evenings in Stamford Hall, Indooroopilly where a record crowd attended 
making it a profitable event. Then two more similar evenings were held in September, which 
also included musical performances. On the first evening, the Mobsby Medal was 
presented, and in the absence of the person who would have normally performed this task, 
Henry was asked to make the presentation himself.240 
 
His reputation as a lanternist had become quite well-known by this time, and not just with 
government associated lectures. As well as holding that position with the Royal Geographic 
Society of Queensland for many years, he was also an honorary member of the Queensland 
Irish Association and gave many illustrated lectures at their meetings. One particular lecture 
was given on ‘Brisbane Old and New’, where he described the dramatic changes made in the 
80 years since 1839 when the city was opened to free settlement. He went to considerable 
efforts to photograph current day buildings so they could be compared with old photos 
showing early construction, and he took views of the city to compare with the earliest 
panorama of Brisbane, taken in eight parts, dating from 1862.241  
 
-  o  - 
 
In early 1919, news spread of a mineral find on a property not far from the Indooroopilly 
School, on Finney’s Hill overlooking the river. The property owner had found a piece of ore 
several years earlier while planting a tree in his yard, but put it aside not knowing what it 
was. A friend with mining experience in north Queensland saw it and recognized it as silver-
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lead ore, so tests were done and it proved to be quite valuable and worth further 
investigation.242 The news even made the London papers. 
 
As well as the property owner, several other people applied for a mining lease including 
entrepreneurial Henry, who in partnership with two other men named Mackenzie and Clark, 
put in their application for lease No.17, but after deliberation by the Minister for Mines, 
their application was denied due to the fact that the underground rights they had applied 
for were already included in another man’s application.243   
 
244
 
Back yard mining at Indooroopilly 
 
Several months later he and Clark again applied to the Taringa Shire Council for permission 
to use the surface of the ground to work their mineral base No.23, granted on a silver 
mining lease. Permission was granted this time for the work to be carried out under the 
supervision of the council.245 At the end of 1920 they applied to the court for six month’s 
exemption on the lease, on the grounds that they needed time to raise more capital to 
continue the mining work.246 
 
A very enlightening account of Henry’s interest in this silver discovery was given in the 
following interview published in the Daily Mail: 
 
“I have lived at Indooroopilly for 20 years in Station Road which is right opposite Finney’s 
Hill. Mrs. Mobsby expressed a liking for the hill, even before we thought we could obtain it. 
One Saturday afternoon in April 1918, a church bazaar was held at the foot of the hill, and 
an auction sale of the property was conducted. We attended the sale, and I secured six 
allotments, next to the Finney’s Hill silver mine, with the object of eventually erecting a 
residence there. 
 
In company with my wife and family, I toured the property one Saturday afternoon in 
September 1918 and Mrs. Mobsby picked up a lump of rock containing some crystals. She 
jokingly remarked that there was something in the hill besides rock and earth. The rock was 
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taken home and I still possess it. About a month later, Mr. P.J. Madden discovered that silver 
was to be had on land occupied by the residence of Mr. G. Olsen, a contractor. In fact, 
investigation showed that he had his footpath paved with £11 worth of silver.  
 
After Messrs. Madden and Olsen went into partnership, I took out a mineral lease in 
conjunction with Mr. Clarke, who had purchased the allotments next to mine. We have been 
prospecting since the beginning of 1919 and now we have two miners working on shares. 
We have driven into the hill over 140 feet and have now started to dig downwards. We are 
at present considering the question of enlarging our scope of operations so as to extend our 
prospecting. 
 
Messrs. Madden and Glover possess the underground rights covering part of our ground but 
according to a statement by the Minister for Mines, the freeholder is always the proprietor 
of the lead produced by the holders of an underground lease, so the matter is one for 
settlement between the parties. 
 
Mr. Madden has stated that very promising features exist between Finney’s Hill and Mount 
Coot-tha. Our allotments are in a direct line with the Finney’s Hill mine and Mount Coot-tha, 
so that if his prediction proves correct, and the lode passes through our property, we are in 
for a big thing.”247 
 
 
Silver mine on Finney’s Hill  
(Neg No.6258 – Album APE-65 State Library of Qld) 
 
It is not known how long he and Clark worked their mining lease, or if it was even a 
profitable venture, but by 1929 all production on Finney’s Hill had ceased due to the high 
cost of extraction, the low price of lead, and the exhaustion of known high-grade silver-lead 
ore. The mine was taken over by the University of Queensland in 1951 to be used as a 
teaching adjunct for students of mining, metallurgy and geophysics.248  
 
-  o  - 
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With the ending of the war and the return of the soldiers from Europe, arrangements for 
Peace Day celebrations to be held around the country, were made for Saturday 19th July 
1919, to coincide with the one to be held on the same day in London. Although the war had 
ended on 11th November the previous year, the Allies' formal peace treaty with Germany 
was not officially signed until 28th June 1919. Buildings in Brisbane city were decorated and 
huge crowds lined the streets for the parade from North Quay to the Valley Junction.249  
 
 
Peace Day Parade in Queen Street, Brisbane 19 July 1919  
(HWM photo – Neg No.201330 State Library of Qld) 
 
Altogether ninety-one members of staff from the Department of Agriculture and Stock had 
enlisted to serve, and eighty men returned at war’s end. To welcome these men home, the 
department hosted a river cruise on the S.S. Lucinda, where 250 officers and friends 
attended. It was a late afternoon summertime cruise leaving Queens Wharf at 4pm and on 
board was the Honour Board which had been made for the department two years earlier.250 
 
 
Staff of Dept of Agriculture and Stock circa 1919 – HWM seated front row far left  
(Qld State Archives ID1249387) 
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Also that year, Henry travelled to Rockhampton to visit the state farm at Warren and also 
inspect the newly built Westwood Sanitorium which was officially opened by the Home 
Secretary, John Huxham. The hospital was built to treat Miner's Phthisis, a lung disease 
suffered by miners working in dusty conditions, and in later years it specialised in the 
treatment of tuberculosis. After that he continued on to Yeppoon, Nanango and Kingaroy 
before returning to Brisbane.251 Another visit to the experimental vineyard in the Coominya 
district with Benson and Ross, experts in the fruit industry, allowed the men to inspect the 
area for suitability as a soldiers’ settlement.252  
 
Once again the Australian Natives Association held a trade fair in Melbourne, commencing 
26th January 1920 and Henry, together with the director of the Queensland Intelligence and 
Tourist Bureau, Theodore Troedson, were in charge of the Queensland section. After the 
event closed, they arranged for the exhibits to be sent over to Adelaide for the forthcoming 
All-Australian Peace Exhibition in March.253  
 
At the Adelaide opening, the Queensland Court received an excellent review in the city’s 
newspapers, with one report stating: 
 
“The contribution by the Queensland Government will surprise the great majority of visitors. 
That State can be congratulated upon having sent one of the finest and most complete 
displays of both raw and manufactured products that is on view. The court is surrounded by 
a unique setting of photographic representations of the scenery and industries of the State 
which is quite an art gallery in itself.  
 
Entering the court from the western side one is struck by the wealth of the minerals, 
specimens of gold ore, copper, silver, silver-lead specimens from the recently discovered 
mine at Indooroopilly, tin and so on.”254 
 
 
Nellie with Peace Exhibition delegates at the Palm House, Adelaide Botanic Gardens 
(HWM photos – Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 2 Folder 6 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
Nellie accompanied her husband to Adelaide and whilst there they enjoyed sightseeing at 
the Morialta Nature Reserve and the Mount Lofty Summit with other representatives and 
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their wives.255 At the close of the exhibition some of the exhibits were transported back to 
Brisbane but the remainder was sent to England for display at the Agent-General’s office in 
London.256 
 
The annual exhibition in Brisbane that particular year was a major event because of a visit 
by the Prince of Wales, later to become King Edward VIII.  The Prince had himself served 
during World War One and he was touring the country to offer official thanks for the 
support Australia had shown Great Britain during the war.  On 26th July, after arriving at the 
Bowen Park showgrounds by car, the Prince performed the opening ceremony to a record 
crowd.257 
 
 
Prince of Wales at the RNA showgrounds 26 July 1920  
(HWM photos – Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 1 Folder 13 - Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
The Prince was asked to perform the laying of the foundation stone for Brisbane City Hall, 
which he did on 29th July. 
 
 
Brisbane City Hall foundation stone ceremony  
 (HWM photo – Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 1 Folder 13 - Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
Photographing royalty and other celebrities was not an uncommon occurrence and Henry 
was given the assignment in January the following year, of photographing the visiting 
novelist Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, a prolific writer, who was the creator of the famous 
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fictional detective Sherlock Holmes. Sir Arthur was also very interested in spiritualism and 
was visiting Australia on a lecture tour of all the capital cities, beginning in Adelaide in 
September 1920.  
 
Whilst in Brisbane he laid the foundation stone of the first Spiritualist Church in Queensland, 
on the corner of Boundary and Main Streets258 and also presented two exhibitions of physic 
photographs. When Henry heard about Conan Doyle’s forthcoming visit and interest in spirit 
photography, he contacted a group of local Spiritualists and offered his services in 
connection with any photographs that they may desire to have taken at seances. His offer 
was accepted but no opportunity arose for such photos to be taken.259  
 
When the author met the acting Premier, John Fihelly, on the steps of the Government 
Tourist Bureau, Henry managed to capture a photo of him by using another photographer’s 
stepladder so as to see above the large crowd. He took only one picture but when he 
developed his photo, there was a misty haze surrounding Sir Arthur, who upon seeing this 
very unusual effect, was most intrigued. After leaving Brisbane on board the Orsova, he 
wrote a letter to Fihelly asking for some kind of explanation from the photographer. 
 
 
          HWM photo of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in Brisbane, 1921                 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s original letter 
       (‘Wanderings of a Spiritualist’ by A. Conan Doyle, page 253)               (held by author) 
 
Henry replied that he had developed the negative in the usual way and had no explanation 
for the unusual effect. He stated that he had not tampered with the photograph in any 
way.260 The photo appeared in Conan Doyle’s book published in 1922, called ‘The 
Wanderings of a Spiritualist’ with this text: 
 
“I have had so many personal proofs of the intervention of supernormal agencies during the 
time that I have been engaged upon this task that I am prepared to accept the appearance 
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of this aura as being an assurance of the presence of those great forces for whom I act as a 
humble interpreter.” 
  
Just days after this event, Henry left Brisbane, with several government officials on an 
inspection of the Upper Burnett region where it was proposed to establish a returned 
soldiers’ settlement. Under the Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Act of 1917, every 
discharged member of the armed forces was entitled to apply for land and financial 
assistance. This included war workers, munitions workers and the dependents of a deceased 
soldier or sailor such as a widow, mother, sibling or child who were dependent upon his 
earnings 12 months prior to his enlistment. The main purpose of this Act was to place 
‘willing and suitable settlers on the land’. It also aimed to open new land for settlement and 
at the same time to provide employment and assistance for the thousands of discharged 
soldiers after the war. Another form of assistance granted to returned soldiers was in the 
form of grants to build houses.261  
 
Travelling in two vehicles, the men in the party included H. Gullett (Commonwealth 
Superintendant of Immigration), F. Ford (Deputy Surveyor-General), R. Gwyther (Railway 
Engineer), W. Monteith (Officer in charge of soldier settlements) and H. Leach (newspaper 
reporter).262 There were delays in reaching some parts of the country due to flooded creeks, 
and a very interesting account about crossing one of these was written by Leach. 
 
“Twelve miles from Eidsvold we reached the Burnett River. Its banks, clothed with bottle 
brush in bloom and river oaks, and overhung with apple tree and gums, were very 
picturesque;  but our main concern at the time was the depth of the rapid running water. 
Two of the party stripped and waded out to find 2ft 9in of water in the channel. 
 
Suddenly everyone remembered that we had passed Bill Smith, head stockman at Mungildie, 
seven miles back, and coming our way in a buggy drawn by two strong grey horses. Waiting, 
however, became tedious, and we decided to push the smaller car through. All stripped off to 
their shirts, and with a piece of binder twine as a girdle in case their costumes required a 
further tucking up, we pushed the car through in one effort. 
 
The number on the car was M.I., the same name as one of the super-submarines which did 
good work during the war, and as someone recalled that fact, the car was called ‘the 
submarine’ during the remainder of the tour. The small gravel was hard on tender feet, and 
some wore boots and others socks while wading; but one or two were poor in surplus 
footwear, and had to do their penance with a grin. 
 
Just then Bill Smith came down the bank. We tied the other car to the buggy, and the 
business was done. As it was drawn across there was 6 inches of water on the floor of the 
car, but all was well, and the buggy went on.” 263  
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Crossing the flooded Upper Burnett River 
 (HWM photos – Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 2 Folder 10 - Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
-  o  - 
 
Since the end of the war, many memorials had been built to honour the men who had died 
serving their country and a decision was made to erect such a monument at Indooroopilly to 
honour the men from that area. The local Progress Association first raised the idea at their 
monthly meeting in March 1917 and later that year, a well attended meeting was held in 
Stamford Hall to advise the local residents of the plan and to collect donations to fund the 
project.264 For some reason the plans stalled and it was not until 1920 that the monument 
was built. It was designed by Henry and unveiled on 26th February 1921, by the state 
Governor, Sir Matthew Nathan. Made of white carrara marble and granite, the monument 
stood 10 feet (3.05 meters) high and was placed in a prominent position in Station Road, 
near the railway station.   
 
 
Unveiling Indooroopilly War Memorial 26 February 1921  
(Neg No.152969 State Library of Qld) 
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“The column is surmounted by a moulded granite cap, bearing a lamp. The front panel bears 
the names of 25 residents of No.1 ward of Taringa Shire, who made the supreme sacrifice in 
the Great War. A verse from Binyon’s poem “For The Fallen” is carved beneath the honour 
roll.”265  
 
      
War memorial in Keating Park 2009  
(courtesy of Qld War Memorial Register) 
 
After being damaged by a motor car in 1934266 and then toppled by a crane in the 1960s,267 
the memorial was re-located to Keating Park where it currently stands. 
 
-  o  - 
  
From his days of contributing only photographs to the Queensland Agricultural Journal, 
Henry was now writing articles for the publication. Whilst in California in 1915, he had taken 
a great interest in the growing of fruit there, which has a climate somewhat similar to 
Queensland. In the July 1921 edition of the journal he contributed an article about the 
system of advertising and marketing fruit that had been implemented by the California 
Fruitgrowers’ Association and one which he thought would be worthwhile implementing in 
Queensland. 
 
Growing his own fruit and experimenting with new plants was something he had always 
enjoyed. He is credited with introducing the fruit known as the Casaba melon to 
Queensland, after he brought back seeds from his American trip, and successfully grew the 
fruit in his own backyard.268  
 
The Casaba melon is a type of muskmelon, closely related to the honeydew and cantaloupe. 
By 1921 the growing of these melons was being encouraged by the Department of 
Agriculture and after the interest given to a melon on display at the annual Brisbane 
exhibition in August of that year, the department announced that Henry had some seeds 
available for free distribution, which led to hundreds of applications from all around 
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Australia.269 He was also interested in the new science of fruit dehydration, making the 
product suitable to be stored indefinitely.270 
 
 
Pineapples and Mangoes growing in Henry’s backyard at Indooroopilly 
 
Every year he had to think of new ways to display the agricultural products at the annual 
Brisbane exhibition and in 1921 he decorated a crown using maize. More commonly known 
as corn, some cobs have multi-coloured kernels which no doubt inspired the use of it to 
resemble coloured gem stones on this crown. The time and effort required to make this 
item definitely demonstrates both artistic ability and dedication to his work.   
 
 
Original sketch titled ’Maize is King’ and the finished crown 
(Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 2 Folder 2 - Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
- o - 
 
Since the War had ended, plans for a British Empire Exhibition were revived, after being 
discarded in 1915. The aim was to bring all of the countries of the Empire together to show 
the rest of the world that it was still a great power. The site chosen for the exhibition, 
consisting of 216 acres (87.4 hectares), was Wembley which is now part of suburban 
London, and which was easily accessible by train.   
 
As early as June 1922, Henry submitted a costing estimate to Major Ernest Belcher, the 
Assistant General Manager of the exhibition. He compared floor space and expenditure 
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from the two previous world fairs with which he had been associated, in order to show the 
amount of space needed to present Australian products to their best advantage.271 The 
organizers of the exhibition decided to encourage Commonwealth countries to participate, 
by having a world tour in 1922, called the British Empire Mission, headed by Major Belcher. 
The financial adviser to the exhibition, Colonel Archie Christie, also took part in the tour with 
his wife, author Agatha Christie. At that time she was relatively unknown, having only 
published one novel. 
 
It was the plan of the Mission, to seek support from the Australian Commonwealth and 
State Governments for their participation at the event. They visited regional towns in 
Queensland and whilst in Brisbane, were taken to a soldiers’ settlement at Beerburrum, to 
see for themselves how successful the implementation of this scheme had been. Several 
government officials, including Henry, also made up the party.272  
 
Given his expertise in exhibition work, this newspaper article said it all. 
 
“The Government will soon have to select a representative to the British Empire Exhibition, 
to be held in 1924 in London. It has in its employ an officer with considerable experience in 
such matters. Mr. H.W. Mobsby, artist photographer to the Department of Agriculture, has 
for years been responsible for the artistic effects of the department’s exhibits at the Royal 
National Exhibitions, and he has also been much further afield, both in Australia and abroad. 
 
He designed the displays made at the A.N.A. exhibitions in Melbourne and was on the staff 
at the Franco-British exhibition in London, and the American exposition in San Francisco. In 
the latter case the Australian representatives paid him the compliment of asking him to 
design the whole Australian structure.”273 
 
Henry’s official appointment as State Organizer did not commence until 1st March 1923 
when he was transferred from the Department of Agriculture into the Chief Secretary’s 
Department.274  
 
As well as the preliminary work for the British Empire Exhibition (B.E.E.) which was two 
years away, his annual work for the Brisbane agricultural show required constant innovative 
ideas. The cotton exhibit this year was another masterpiece and his superiors sent him, 
together with the exhibit, to the Royal Melbourne Show.275  
 
“The Department of Agriculture and Queensland at large are to be congratulated upon 
possessing such a consummate artist as Mr. Mobsby. For years the displays of the 
department, designed by him, have elicited the admiration of visitors. But this year he seems 
to have surpassed himself. The highly educational collections of the department are at the 
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same time monuments of good taste and artistic effort, each single collection or even object 
being so arranged as to form a harmonious ensemble.”276  
 
Every year there was a cheese exhibit at the Brisbane show, but none of these compared to 
the one he was asked to create for the Council of Agriculture during ‘Cheese Week’, held in 
December 1922. The display, consisting not only of cheese, but cheese products and 
accessories, was set up in the window of Kodak Ltd in Queen Street. It was to be the first of 
a series, showing commodities produced in Queensland and designed to bring before the 
general public the value of home-grown food. As well as the arrangement of food items, 
there were also appliances used in the testing and manufacture of cheese and all of this was 
enhanced by an interesting series of photographs demonstrating the actual process of 
cheese-making.277 
 
Whilst working on the forthcoming British Empire Exhibition, an unexpected honour came in 
June of 1923, eight years after his contribution to the previous world trade fair, the Panama-
Pacific International Exposition. The authorities of the P.P.I.E. presented Henry with a 
bronze medal and diploma for his “distinguished services” there.  
 
Because of the war, a great deal of Exposition business had been left unfinished and the 
authorities were finally distributing medals and awards to the international 
representatives.278 This is another of the missing medals which had been amongst 
memorabilia handed down in the family. (see last chapter)  
 
Two of the Australian commissioners Alfred Deakin and James Robertson had died in those 
intervening years, so their awards were forwarded to their families.  
 
 
Staff at Department of Agriculture and Stock – December 1922 
HWM seated on ground third from right 
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British Empire Exhibition, Wembley, London  1924  
 
Whilst representing Queensland at the A.N.A. trade fair in Melbourne in January 1923, 
Henry was notified of his appointment as State Organizer for Wembley. Upon completion of 
his duties, he stayed on in Melbourne for the British Empire Exhibition Commission 
meetings held over three days in early March. No sooner had he arrived back in Brisbane 
than he had to return to Melbourne again for the first meeting of the exhibition’s States 
Officers, held later in the month. His salary for this appointment was £345 per annum,279 and 
upon leaving Australia for England his daily allowance was £1 10s on land and 6s at sea.280 
  
Suggestions he put forward at the Commission’s meeting were adopted and he also made 
himself available to attend meetings with the other state organizers, who he hoped would 
benefit from his knowledge of past exhibitions, so as to create a cohesive Australian 
display.281 His name and title as State Organiser appeared on the official government 
letterhead for the Queensland Court. 
  
By mid 1923 the foundations had been laid for the Australian pavilion, situated on 
Commonwealth Way and designed by George Oakeshott of Sydney, the same architect who 
designed the Australian pavilion at the Panama Pacific Exposition in 1915. The ceremony for 
the laying of the foundation stone was held on 31st July and guests were invited to attend by 
the Australian Commissioner.  Once completed, this white Pavilion 700 ft long and 100 ft 
wide, covered 5.5 acres (2.2 hectares) and had numerous entrance gates, named after the 
capital cities of each state. Two acres of garden, planted with Australian native shrubs and 
trees, surrounded the building which was the largest of all the Dominion halls and cost the 
Australian government over £200,000 .282 There was a cinema capable of seating 500 people, 
showing continuous films of daily life and industrial activities in Australia.    
 
 
Sketch of Australian Pavilion at the British Empire Exhibition 1924 
(Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 1 Folder 11 - Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
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Henry attended numerous meetings in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide throughout the 
preceding year and was recommended for the appointment of Co-ordinating Officer for the 
agricultural, horticultural and viticultural sections given his technical knowledge and 
qualifications on these subjects.283 He also made several trips to regional centres such as 
Ipswich and Toowoomba to obtain support from manufacturers in those areas and take a 
number of photographs which were to be enlarged and used in respective displays. He drew 
up the specifications for the Tropical, Cotton and Sugar trophies and the layout of both the 
Cotton and Sugar exhibits.  He also designed a Diploma for Exhibitors. The final meeting of 
the Queensland Commission was held the following January, after six shipments, containing 
over one thousand packages from 66 exhibitors, had been dispatched to England.284 
  
As well as being the Queensland State Organizer, the Australian Commission for the 
Exhibition appointed him as Federal Government Display Officer, to assist the manager of 
the Australian pavilion, H.C. Smart, with the display of all of the exhibits within the pavilion.  
 
One of the State’s unusual exhibits was a huge cheese from the Pittsworth Dairy Company. 
Weighing over 1.5 tons, it stood 2 feet 6 inch tall (76.2 cm) and measured 5 feet 6 inches 
(167.6 cm) in diameter, and was purported to be the largest cheese ever produced in the 
Commonwealth, with a total of 3,445 gallons (15,661 litres) of milk used in its 
manufacture.285 The idea came from a similar display by New York State at the Panama 
Pacific Exposition in 1915.286  
 
Nellie again accompanied Henry on this trip and they travelled by train to Melbourne and 
embarked on the S.S. Orvieto, this time sailing first class to London, where they arrived on 
28th February 1924.287  
 
 
Henry and Nellie on the steps of their home before leaving for the British Empire Exhibition 
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Henry and Nellie with family, friends and neighbours before leaving for the British Empire Exhibition 
 
 
Australian Pavilion under construction at the British Empire Exhibition 
(HWM photo - Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 2 Folder 5 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
Unlike some of the other buildings, the Australian pavilion was finished and ready for 
visitors when the King declared the Exhibition open, in a ceremony held in the Empire 
Stadium before a crowd of more than 120,000 people. The Prince of Wales, President of the 
Exhibition, arrived first before the King and Queen in their royal carriage. Many other 
members of the royal family also attended the event. 
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Henry standing second from the right, with his wife seated in front 
Original newspaper clipping 
 
A booklet288 of Queensland photographs was once again printed for distribution at the 
exhibition. Titled ‘Sunny Queensland’, the colourful front cover was presumably Henry’s 
artwork and it contained some images from previous exhibition publications as well as more 
recent ones. 
 
 
Front cover and first page showing Brisbane - ‘Sunny Queensland’  (source: Internet Archive) 
 
It would appear from an article in the Queensland Agricultural Journal the following year, 
the displays within the pavilion were not set out as Henry would have liked.   
 
“Our pavilion, said Mr. Mobsby, opened on time on 23rd April but unfortunately our cotton, 
sugar, and tropical trophies, the designs of which were approved and decided on in Australia 
by the Commission, were not used. Other primary and manufactured products such as beef, 
mutton, butter, cheese, minerals, timbers, grains, canned fruits, meats and preserves, dairy 
products and flour, on the whole, were attractive to visitors and prospective migrants. A 
more practical result would have been obtained, however, had the proportion been 75 
percent exhibits and 25 percent layout and decoration, instead of the reverse.  
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The arrival of the Commissioners, Hon. A.J. Jones, M.L.A., Minister for Mines and Mr. Robert 
Joyce, Commercial Commissioner, made matters better for the exhibitors. Under their 
direction everything was displayed or rearranged, especially the cotton, sugar, timber, silk, 
honey and other exhibits, which were deserving of more prominence – a matter that was 
apparent to many Queensland visitors.”289 
 
In another reported conversation with a visiting business man from Brisbane who enquired 
of the whereabouts of the Queensland wool display, Henry stated: “The section he had 
intended for that had been granted to a firm for a chocolate stall.......and that he could not 
get enough space, and had more (exhibits) under the floor than on top.”290 
 
Apparently Queensland wool was only shown in a couple of glass cases, whereas wool from 
Victoria and New South Wales was displayed in abundance, and the trophy especially built 
for Queensland’s tropical exhibit was not on display at all. In the timber section the state 
featured quite well, especially in the Queensland room, where Henry made himself available 
to receive inquiries from interested persons. The furniture and walls in this room were all 
made from different varieties of timber and numerous large framed photographs adorned 
the walls.291   
 
 
Inside the Queensland room at the Australian Pavilion – HWM near window 
(Queensland Agricultural Journal April 1925 page 331) 
(Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 1 Folder 9 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
In July the mammoth cheese on display by the Pittsworth Dairy Company was cut up and 
sold to the Home and Colonial stores in London. 
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Cutting the giant cheese – HWM is 4
th
 right, front row  
(National Archives of Australia) 
 
   Henry in the Sugar Industry exhibit  
 
Agricultural Exhibit at the British Empire Exhibition 
(HWM photos - Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 2 Folder 5 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
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At the end of October when the exhibition closed, over 17 million people had attended the 
fair, with over 6 million visitors having passed through the doors of the Australian pavilion.  
The majority of the exhibits remained in place for the re-opening of the exhibition the 
following summer, however less Australian staff were in attendance. 
 
 
Lake and bridge at the British Empire Exhibition 
(HWM photo - Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 2 Folder 8 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
 
Australian Pavilion staff 1924 – HWM front row far right  
(Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 1 Folder 11 – Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
Having six weeks leave approved at the conclusion of the exhibition meant he and Nellie 
were able to enjoy some sightseeing before departing London the following January on 
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board the S.S. Maloja.292 One of the places they visited was the ruined city of Pompeii near 
Naples in Italy, which had been destroyed by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in AD 79.  
 
  
Nellie with others visiting the ruins of Pompeii 
(HWM photos - Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 2 Folder 5 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
The April edition of the Queensland Agricultural Journal featured an article about the 
success of the British Empire Exhibition in securing many new settlers to the state.  
 
Back home in Brisbane there was time to relax with the family before another overseas trip. 
 
 
Henry in his backyard with brother Ben and a tame kookaburra 
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New Zealand and South Seas International Exhibition, Dunedin 1925/1926 
 
At the age of 65, there was no slowing down in Henry’s career, with another exhibition in 
the town of Dunedin in New Zealand following on very closely after the completion of the 
one at Wembley.  He had been working on the exhibits for Dunedin from the time of his 
return from England in February. 
 
This was not New Zealand’s first international exhibition with both Wellington and Dunedin 
having both hosted prior world fairs during the latter part of the 19th century, but this one 
was definitely the largest, and the promoters used the British Empire Exhibition as a role 
model. It was held to promote trade with other countries, educate New Zealanders on the 
benefits of buying locally produced and manufactured goods, and also highlight the country 
as a tourist destination. 
 
Walter Smallhorn was appointed as the Commissioner for Australia and Henry as the officer 
for the Queensland display. The area for the Commonwealth covered 13,000 square feet 
(1200 sq metres) and unlike previous exhibitions, each exhibitor was responsible for the 
erection, care and supervision of their own display.293 This had come about following a letter 
to the Australian Prime Minister, by the Premier of Queensland, William Gillies, who advised 
that upon learning the exhibition in Dunedin was to be run on similar lines as that at 
Wembley, expressed concerns about the conditions under which the exhibits of the 
respective states were to be displayed.  
 
Gillies advised that the Queensland officers who were engaged at Wembley found those 
conditions most unsatisfactory and raised strong protest against the pooling of exhibits, 
allowing the Commonwealth domination of the display. They claimed that Queensland was 
the only State engaged in tropical agriculture and that meant the other states “would not be 
vitally concerned in what would probably form a more interesting exhibit in so far as 
Queensland was concerned”.294  
 
295
 
Main Entrance and Grand Court at New Zealand and South Seas International Exhibition, Dunedin 1925 
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Once again accompanied by his wife, Henry sailed first class from Sydney to Wellington on 
the S.S. Manganui on 27th October. Further travelling by train and ferry ensued before 
arrival in Dunedin where accommodation was at the Grand Hotel.  
 
The Exhibition opened at Logan Park on 17th November and was a much grander affair than 
what the Australian government had anticipated and disappointingly Australia received 
some bad press coverage to that effect, in some of the New Zealand newspapers. The 
Melbourne Truth newspaper published an article on the subject and it was reprinted by the 
New Zealand Truth. This is a snippet from the full article. 
  
“Australia is badly represented at the New Zealand and South Seas Exhibition in Dunedin. 
That is bad for Australia. It is equally bad for New Zealand. The fault is not primarily 
Australia’s.  The New Zealand Exhibition authorities’ neglect of the psychology of advertising 
– particularly of indirect advertising – and the lack of patriotic co-operation by the Union 
Steamship Company, must be allotted their substantial share of responsibility for Australia’s 
failure to realise the importance of the Dominion’s big Show. 
 
The outstanding fact was that the Exhibition authorities, or the U.S.S. Company, or both, did 
not suggest that New Zealand’s big Show was of sufficient importance to warrant the 
running of even one, let alone half a dozen, special rate steamers, nor to make any 
constructive effort to attract Australian visitors and purses. In the circumstances, is it to be 
wondered at that with so little public interest aroused in New Zealand’s effort, commercial 
interests here should have lacked inspiration and failed to grasp the potentialities of a Show 
that is one-third the size of Wembley. Not one, but half a dozen steamers should be in 
commission running passengers from all the principal ports of Australia to Dunedin. 
 
If New Zealanders have little cause for gratification at Australia’s display at their Exhibition, 
Australians have less cause for gratification at the lamentable lack of advertising and 
travelling enterprise New Zealand has exhibited on their behalf.”296 
 
Despite the bad press at the beginning of the fair, the Australian Court presented well given 
there was also a shipping strike which had caused some delays.297 Queensland had the 
largest display in the Australian pavilion and the following was reported in a leading New 
Zealand journal: “In the Queensland Court there is probably assembled the greatest range of 
primary products from any one State or country that is to be seen in the Exhibition.”298 Once 
again Henry submitted entries into the Photography section and won a First Order of 
Merit.299 
 
To celebrate Australia Day on 26th January, the Australian Silver Band was engaged for the 
day to play during the morning in the Grand Court and then in the Australian pavilion during 
the afternoon. Anzac Day was also observed in the Festival Hall on Sunday 25th April, with 
Henry placing a wreath on the Cenotaph on behalf of the Queensland Government.300 
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Queensland Court showing Central Avenue                     Queensland Cannery Exhibit, Dunedin 1926 
(Queensland Agricultural Journal November 1926 page 397)                       (Qld State Archives) 
 
 
Diploma of Merit, First Class, Queensland Government for General Excellence of Display 
(Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 1 Folder 12 - Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
Radio broadcasting was a new medium of communication at this time, having only 
commenced in New Zealand in 1922. Henry was asked to give talks about Queensland from 
the radio station VLDN which was especially set up at the exhibition, and he did so on four 
separate occasions.  One evening he described how to make a tropical Fruit Salad, 
something he did on a regular basis at home in Brisbane, using some of the fruits grown in 
his own backyard. 
 
“Take pawpaw for the base, add some slices of Valencia orange, a few slices also of nice 
flavoured apple and of banana. Then passionfruit (mainly for the aroma), sliced mango and 
a piece of pineapple. Squeeze in a lemon, spread over the top some nice thick cream, sprinkle 
with caster sugar, and you have nectar fit for the gods, especially when it is served on a fresh 
lettuce cup-leaf.”301 
 
On his final radio broadcast at the end of April, he described the exhibition as one of the 
most successful he had been associated with and that he was looking forward to making a 
tour of the country, before returning to Australia. He suggested people tune in to Brisbane 
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radio station 4QG, where he hoped to have the pleasure of again talking to them once back 
in Queensland.302  
 
The fair ran for five months and closed on 1st May, with over three million people having 
visited the grounds. Courtesy of the New Zealand government303, he and Nellie enjoyed 
some sightseeing around both islands, including the thermal region of Rotorua, and the 
photographs he took were shared in free public lectures back in Brisbane.304 On 11th June 
they departed Auckland on the S.S. Marama, arriving in Sydney four days later, before 
travelling back to Brisbane by train.305 
 
It had been another successful exhibition and it was to be his last international one. In a 
letter from Robert Joyce, the Commercial Representative on the Federal Commission for the 
B.E.E., to William Forgan Smith, the Minister for Agriculture, Joyce congratulated his 
department on a fine display at the Dunedin exhibition. He stated that at the final Federal 
Commission meeting in connection with the B.E.E., the Prime Minister mentioned he had 
received a report from the Federal Commissioner Clive MacPherson, to the effect that had it 
not been for Queensland’s exhibit, the Commonwealth as a whole would have made a very 
poor show in Dunedin. Several leading businessmen had written to Joyce eulogising the fine 
display made by the state.306 
  
In the Queensland Agricultural Journal for November there was an extract from Henry’s full 
report on the exhibition, as well as a copy of an article praising Queensland’s exhibit. This is 
a copy of the full article which appeared in the Dunedin newspaper.  
 
“To those who have been constantly in touch with affairs at the Exhibition from the opening 
to the close have been revealed some officials who, though not happening to wander 
overmuch into the spotlight’s magic circle, have done invaluable work for the department or 
the country which they represent. 
 
One of these is Mr. H.W. Mobsby, F.R.G.S., specially appointed to look after the interests of 
Queensland at the Exhibition just closed, and in whose hands the striking exhibit of the 
‘Banana State’ was made the feature of the Australian Court. Queensland, indeed, was the 
only Australian State that was adequately represented so far as a comprehensive exhibit is 
concerned, and Mr. Mobsby’s good taste and experience made the most of the opportunity. 
He, on several occasions, broadcasted, in interesting fashion, information regarding the 
products of the State, and in diverse ways kept it constantly before the New Zealand public. 
 
As we have indicated, Mr. Mobsby, while jealous of the reputation of his State, does not seek 
personal aggrandisement. He ‘did his job’ and is satisfied with the result. It came as 
something of a surprise, there, when in the course of a chat at the close of the Exhibition, a 
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‘Star’ representative drew from the Queensland Commissioner some details regarding his 
career. It appears that Mr. Mobsby is easily one of the most experienced and trusted of the 
overseas representatives, in that he has been associated with exhibition work all his life. 
 
It was as a lad that Mr. Mobsby got his first taste of the work when he accompanied his 
father in his official capacity to the Agricultural Exhibition on the Goldsmid Estate at Hove, 
Brighton, England. But his first personal connection with any exhibition was when he 
assisted Mr. A.G. Greysmith, artist, at the Royal Pavilion Building in Brighton. This was in the 
late seventies or early eighties and after studying in art and design and in chemistry, and 
indulged in a course of general commercial training, he left England for Queensland in 1883. 
Here he practised as an artist and designer, and was on the instructional staff in decorative 
art and photography at the Central Technical College. 
 
But this is not all. Mr. Mobsby’s success at home qualified him for similar work abroad, and 
he has had charge of Queensland’s interests at the Franco-British Exhibition, London; at the 
Panama-Pacific Exposition, San Francisco; at the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley; and 
now at the New Zealand Exhibition at Dunedin. Since 1897, however, Mr. Mobsby has been 
attached to the Department of Agriculture and Stock in Brisbane as Government Artist and 
Photographer, and it is during that period that he has become so closely connected with his 
State’s representation at various exhibitions. Not only has he looked after Queensland’s 
interests at the Australian Natives’ Association’s Exhibitions at Melbourne for several 
successive years, but also at Adelaide and Sydney, and at the Annual National Show at 
Brisbane. 
 
That he has not held these positions except on merit is proved by the fact that he holds a 
number of diplomas, certificates, and fellowships which have been gained in fields which 
have fitted him for his work. These include senior diploma, Chamber of Commerce (England); 
senior diploma, City of Guilds Institute (London); senior diploma, Cripplegate Institute 
(London); Certificate for drawing, South Kensington School of Arts (Brighton); certificate for 
motion picture work (San Francisco). He is also a medallist at the World’s Photographic 
Competition, 1906; grand prix, Franco-British Exhibition, 1908; diploma and medal for 
photography at P.P.I. Exposition (San Francisco), 1915; gold medal for illustrating science 
lectures at Agricultural College, Queensland, and diploma and medal for distinguished 
services at the P.P.I. Exposition, San Francisco. 
 
It is safe to say that the many friends Mr. Harry Mobsby has made in Dunedin did not realise 
that the little gentleman from Queensland with the grey moustache and the friendly, 
unassuming manner was such a much-travelled and widely-experienced man of the world. 
He did not tell them of his successes; it is not his way. But, nevertheless, those with whom he 
came in contact felt they had made a friend, and now that the Exhibition is at an end, they 
will part with him with regret. Even the Dunedin sparrows will be sorry the Queensland 
exhibit is no more, for families of them have had the ‘time of their lives’ from the moment 
they discovered that wheat and oats from the northern State were indeed good to eat and 
that Queensland wool and cotton made excellent nests. ”307 
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1927 to 1933 
 
In 1927 the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York, later to become King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth, visited Australia. On 5th April their tour brought them to Queensland 
where they were met at the border railway station of Wallangarra, by the acting Premier for 
Queensland at the time, William Forgan Smith. Henry accompanied the official 
representatives who greeted the royals at the railway station and took photographs of them 
at several events during their visit to the state. 
 
      
     W. Forgan Smith meeting the Duke and Duchess of York      Original HWM photo of the royals taken  
     (HWM photo – UQFL181 Box 1 Folder 13 - Fryer Library)      at Mt Coot-tha                     
 
 
Duke and Duchess of York at the University of Qld and sailing on the Brisbane River 
      (HWM photos – UQFL181 Box 1 Folder 13 - Fryer Library)  
 
They spent a week in Queensland, travelling by the royal train to a few regional centres in 
the south-east and stayed at Government House ‘Fernberg’ in Bardon whilst in Brisbane. 
They attended a special ceremony at the University of Queensland, where an honorary law 
degree was bestowed on the Duke. Henry was present at some of the events that the royals 
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attended on their tour of the south-east as there are photos taken by him in Toowoomba 
and Beaudesert as well as Brisbane.308 
 
-  o  - 
 
In 1922 a Publicity Branch had been established within the Department of Agriculture and 
incorporated the Publications Section, the Department’s Library and the Photographic 
Section. It also co-ordinated the Department’s radio news services, including the broadcasts 
which were given by Henry at the Dunedin Exhibition. During the latter part of 1927 he gave 
a series of lectures on his experiences at that Exhibition from the government’s Brisbane 
radio station 4QG.309  
 
He also toured north Queensland taking up-to-date photographs of the industries310 and his 
wife travelled with him, as there is a record of them staying at the Commercial Hotel in 
Rockhampton,311 as well as the photograph below, taken near Cairns. 
 
  
Fairyland rainforest at Kuranda – detail shows Nellie in the dark hat 
(HWM photo – State Library of Qld Neg No 60863) 
 
Upon his return from north Queensland he was one of a party of officials who accompanied 
the British Colonial Secretary on a short tour of inspection of various industries in the south-
east section of the state. Leopold Amery arrived in November and travelled north as far as 
Maryborough, then visited the western areas and Toowoomba, before returning to 
Brisbane.312 
 
Early in 1928 he accompanied the Queensland Premier, William McCormack, to Bundaberg 
for an historic event in aviation history. The 1920s was an era of great advancements in 
aviation, with the first flight from England to Australia completed by Ross and Keith Smith, 
                                                          
308
 Photos held in the Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 1 Folder 13 - Fryer Library, University of Qld 
309
 The Queenslander 1 September 1927 
310
 Bowen Independent 29 October 1927 
311
 Morning Bulletin, Rockhampton 1 November 1927 
312
 Dalby Herald 8 November 1927 
123 
 
who landed their aeroplane in Darwin in December 1919, after 28 days in the air. In 
February 1928, a Queensland man named Bert Hinkler followed the same route that the 
Smith brothers had taken, and flew his Avro Avian aircraft solo from London to Australia in 
15 days, almost half the time of the Smith’s flight. 
 
After landing in Darwin, Hinkler continued on to Bundaberg, his home town, where he 
arrived on 27th February at 4.20 pm, to a huge home-coming crowd. The Premier was there 
to meet Hinkler and handed him a cheque from the Queensland Government for £500. 
Hinkler reciprocated by hand delivering a letter written by the Agent General in London, 
which he had brought with him on his flight.  
 
  
William McCormack and Bert Hinkler in Bundaberg 
(144844853 E.A. Crome Collection, National Library of Australia) 
  
 
Bert Hinkler landing in Bundaberg at 4.20pm on 27 February 1928 
(Neg No.166556 State Library of Qld)  
 
Henry filmed Hinkler’s landing and it was shown at the Lyceum Theatre in Brisbane in early 
March.313 The film has survived, although much of it has deteriorated, and is held at the 
National and Film Sound Archives in Canberra. 314  
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Upon his return from Bundaberg, Henry once again gave a series of lectures on radio station 
4QG. This series was entitled ‘Queensland Overseas – Exhibition Impressions’, and the 
broadcast reached many parts of Australia. He had previously spoken about both of the 
exhibitions at Dunedin in 1925 and Wembley in 1924, so this time his talks centred on San 
Francisco in 1915 and the Franco-British Exhibition in 1908.  
 
The Queenslander newspaper published a collection of his photographs taken at both these 
events, to enhance the broadcasts.315 With experimental television trials not due to begin for 
another year, the newspaper article stated: “Other than by a talk with the use of lantern 
slides, this is the nearest way Mr. Mobsby can, in a small degree, illustrate his remarks, until 
the television system, by which pictures are simultaneously used in illustrating radio talks, is 
completed, and made popular.” 
 
 
Original newspapers cuttings from The Queenslander illustrating the radio lectures on 4QG – March 1928 
 
Mid-year Henry embarked on a three week tour of the state with a party of 61 men, 
principally Victorians, who arrived in Queensland by train. Known as the Australian National 
Resources Development project, or RESO tour, the aim was to promote the country’s 
resources and industries among Australians. Following the success of a similar tour within 
Victoria, the Queensland Commissioner of Railways organized a tour for Victorians in 
Queensland. Two members of the Department of Agriculture and Stock, Henry 
(photographer) and Alfred Burne (cinematographer) accompanied the tour manager James 
Lingard and tourists around the state.316 There were also representatives from both the 
Brisbane Courier and the Daily Mail newspapers. 
 
The cost of the tour was £80, with travel mostly by train. Sometimes a fleet of cars, ferry or 
motor launch was required to convey the tourists to various destinations. When organizing 
this tour, the chairman of the Victorian Railways Commissioners stated: 
 
“Brisbane will be made the base for one of the most interesting tours it is possible to make in 
Australia. The great diversity of the State’s primary industries and its scenic attractions leave 
no doubt as to the educational and other advantages of such a tour. In Queensland almost 
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anything can be grown.......and ‘Resonians’ will have the opportunity of seeing these primary 
industries in the most delightful month of the year, so far as climate is concerned.”317 
 
After switching trains at the border station of Wallangarra, the tourists headed for Brisbane. 
At Warwick, Burne mounted an especially erected platform at the front of the engine to film 
the scenery all the way to the foot of the Toowoomba Ranges.318 The tourists were very 
impressed with the quality of the train in Queensland, commenting that it was the best 
they’d travelled on since leaving their home State and they were surprised to find it had 
wireless installed.319 
 
Copies of twelve different booklets/leaflets printed by the Queensland Intelligence and 
Tourist Bureau were supplied to the tourists. Full of photographs and information on many 
regions of the state, they also contained details on land selection and information for new 
settlers.320 
 
The tour visited Gympie, Bundaberg, Sarina, Mackay, Bowen, Townsville, Kuranda, Mareeba, 
Millaa Millaa, Yungaburra, Rockhampton, Magnetic Island, Palm Island, Cardwell, Cairns, 
Barron Gorge, Atherton Tablelands, Lakes Eacham and Barrine, Green Island, Theodore, 
Southport and Coolangatta.321 
 
  
  Reso Tour Itinerary – 16 June to 12 July                         With the Reso tourists in Queensland 
        (Qld State Archives – ID 300010)                        (HWM photo – The Brisbane Courier 29 June 1928) 
 
Later that year, in November, Burne’s film of the trip had a private screening at the Tivoli 
Roof Garden Theatre in Brisbane. Of more than an hour in length, it showed the beautiful 
tropical scenery of north Queensland and the respective industries of the regions visited. 
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Invitations to this screening were sent out to many prominent citizens in the community.322 
The film has survived and is held at the National Film and Sound Archive in Canberra. 
 
In 1929 Henry appeared in a book called ‘Men of Queensland: representative of the public, 
professional, ecclesiastical and business life of Queensland as existant in the year 1928 A.D.’ 
The book by Will. H. Millar was full of Millar’s caricatures. 
 
323 
 
Henry’s creative work at the Brisbane Agricultural Show continued for another couple of 
years and he promoted Queensland with a series of lectures entitled ‘Travel in Queensland’ 
which he delivered on radio 4QG.  When he heard that the Southport Chamber of 
Commerce was keen to attract visitors from the southern States to their area, with the help 
of a booklet showing local scenery and attractions, he offered the use of his own personal 
photographs that he’d taken whilst on holidays there, for use in their advertisements.324 
  
His 70th birthday on 17th August 1930 was marked by a mention in the Sunday Mail on the 
day. It had been 47 years since his arrival from England and over 30 years employed with 
the Queensland government. It was time to retire. A large group of officers gathered 
together in the office of the Minister for the department, and presented Henry with a 
‘wallet of notes’ as a token of the affection and esteem in which he was held by his fellow 
officers.  
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Upon acceptance of the gift, he referred to several interesting incidents which had occurred 
to him over the years at international exhibitions and had a message for the younger staff 
members: 
 
“Nothing was ever denied to well-directed diligence. He counselled them to give of their best 
to the world and the best would return to them. Good enough was not good enough – 
Australia must have the best.”325 
 
The following sentiments concluded the retirement article written about him in the 
Queensland Agricultural Journal: 
 
“On the lecture platform he is also well known, and as a valued public officer he will be very 
difficult to replace. As a contributor to the Queensland Agricultural Journal, both by picture 
and pen, Mr. Mobsby has earned the high appreciation of our readers, every one of whom 
will wish him well in the years of his honourable retirement after a lifetime of public service.”  
 
When the Queensland Parliament Legislative Assembly met later that year, William Forgan 
Smith, who knew Henry and had heard of his retirement, prefaced his speech regarding 
matters relating to the Department of Agriculture and Stock with the following comments, 
which were heartily agreed with by the other Ministers present: 
 
“There can be no doubt that the publicity branch of this department is a very important one, 
and that the Queensland Agricultural Journal is a publication of a very high character. It is of 
great value to people and a considerable asset to the State. Mr. Mobsby, the artist and 
photographer of the department who, I understand, has been retired, was a very valuable 
officer. 
 
Mr. Mobsby gave very valuable service to the State. He was more than an artist and 
photographer. He undertook publicity work of various kinds, and represented the State at 
various exhibitions, including Wembley and New Zealand, and did very valuable work for 
Queensland in countless different ways.  
 
I regarded him as one of the most valuable officers not only of the department, but of the 
State of Queensland.”  (Hear! Hear!) 326 
 
These are Henry’s own words about his retirement, written to a friend in New Zealand some 
months later: 
 
“As regards myself, having arrived at the age limit in August 1930 I had to retire, but after 
such an active life I felt separating from Department and work very much, and am always 
glad to be in some way connected with the progress of Australia and Queensland in 
particular.”327 
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Photography and gardening were his two main hobbies and to be able to set up a proper 
photographic darkroom in his home, he needed more space.  
 
 
Original sketch of planned darkroom 
 (Mobsby papers UQFL181 Box 2 Folder 11 - Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
 
His brother Ben and niece Cis, had shared Henry’s home since their arrival in Australia in 
1915. Following his retirement Henry asked Ben to move out so as to convert that bedroom 
into a darkroom. Ben’s son William had just built a large family home close by in Moggill 
Road, so Ben moved in with them for a while before later moving to a boarding house in 
Taringa. 
 
 476 Moggill Road, Indooroopilly 
 
Despite being retired his name still appeared at times in the newspapers of the day, and of 
particular note was the time when he wrote to the editor of the Telegraph in July 1932. 
After visiting the Queensland Art Gallery and seeing the inscription written under a bust of 
the first curator Godfrey Rivers, he was incensed by the wording which gave Rivers full 
credit for being the founder of the Gallery. He knew from his late father-in-law Walter 
Jenner, this was not the case, and felt compelled to speak up. His evidence was in old 
handwritten letters by Jenner.328 
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Two days later another letter printed in the Telegraph added fuel to the debate which went 
on for some time. Despite the fact that Jenner had made suggestions for a gallery back in 
the 1880s, it wasn’t until Godfrey Rivers used his influence that the gallery finally came to 
fruition in 1895. 
-  o  - 
 
On the morning of 9th April 1933, Henry suffered a heart attack and died at his home. His 
funeral the following day was attended by several government representatives and the pall 
bearers were members of the Indooroopilly Masonic Lodge where he had been a member 
for many years. He was buried in the Toowong cemetery. Coincidentally his obituary in The 
Queenslander newspaper was printed alongside that of a former work associate Dr Walter 
Roth, who had died just a few days earlier.329 
 
Due to the esteem in which he was held, the Queensland government printed an In 
Memoriam leaflet giving details of his long career. One particular paragraph read: 
 
“The late Mr. Mobsby was endowed with a personality that attracted friendship wherever he 
went, and in the course of his travels in other parts of the Commonwealth and abroad he 
sought every possible opportunity of giving appropriate publicity to the great natural 
advantages and resources of Queensland by means of picture, pen, and the lecture platform. 
He was also an ardent seeker after information of advantage to Queensland in the extension 
of its commercial activities, both interstate and overseas. He was personally instrumental in 
securing many valuable settlers for Queensland, and generally he gave of his best to the 
State in his long career of useful public service.” 
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- o – 
 
Henry’s daughter Berta was also competent with a camera, and continued to work for the 
department for many years, as assistant to the official photographer.330 
 
 Berta Mobsby  
 
                                                          
330
 Public Service List of 1947 (email from Peter Lloyd (D.P.I.) 5 Feb 2005) 
131 
 
 
Staff of Dept of Agriculture and Stock 1931 – Berta standing fourth from left 
 (National Trust of Qld)    
 
She took a series of twelve photos of the construction of the Brisbane City Hall which was 
completed at a cost of £1,000,000 and officially opened in 1930. These photos have been 
preserved in an album now held at the Fryer Library, University of Queensland.  
  
      
 
           
(Daphne Mayo Collection UQFL119 Fryer Library, University of Qld) 
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Some of her photographs appeared in the Brisbane newspapers from time to time. The 
photo below is of her cousin’s three children which appeared in The Queenslander.331   
  
 
Les, Dorothy and Leonard Mobsby in their backyard at Indooroopilly 
 
During his lifetime Henry Mobsby was an active member of the Brisbane community and 
member of many societies, as well as volunteering his time on several committees. He was a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, London and also the Royal Geographical Society, London. 
This allowed him to have the letters F.R.S.A and F.R.G.S. after his name. Over the years he 
was also a member, and often an office bearer, of: 
 
Brisbane Society of Operative House Painters and Decorators  
Brisbane Trades and Labour Council 
Manchester Unity Independent Order of Odd Fellows  
Toowong Electorate Liberal Association 
Queensland Amateur Photographic Society 
Royal Geographical Society of Queensland 
Artists and Authors Association 
Town Planning Association (Brisbane) 
Queensland Irish Association (Honorary Member) 
Professional Officers Association 
St. Andrews Church Indooroopilly, Parochial Council 
Indooroopilly Horticultural Society 
Indooroopilly Progress Association 
Indooroopilly State School Committee 
Indooroopilly Masonic Lodge 
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 The Following Years 
The Mobsby Medal and Memorial Book Prize continued to be presented to students at the 
Indooroopilly State School for many years following Henry’s death. Just before his wife died 
in 1950, the school presented her with a beautifully illuminated document, bound in 
leather, which listed all of the recipients of the Medal from its inception. It reads: 
 
“On behalf of the Committee, Teachers and Scholars of the Indooroopilly State School, we 
desire to express their appreciation of the generous impulse that prompted you to donate 
annually, a commemorative medal for presentation to the scholar of this school who obtains 
the highest marks in the State Scholarship examination. 
 
The medal, affectionately called the Mobsby Medal, is much coveted, is an incentive to 
greater effort, and creates a friendly rivalry among the candidates. 
 
We wish you to accept this acknowledgement of your valuable gift and as a token of our 
esteem”.  
 
Underneath the signatures of the Chairman, Secretary and Head Teacher, there is a list of 
winners of the Medal from 1916 to 1950, when the prize ceased to be given.  
 
 
 
The names are: William Thomson, Helen McKeon, Ernest Bellingham, Nigel Jackson, 
Elizabeth Nixon, Gwen Ryder, Roy Cannon, Ronald Heathwood, Sydney Reithmuller, George 
Jones, George Lye, John Harland, J. Chalmers, Enid Booker, Samuel Maxwell, Jean Fraser, 
John Handie, Audrey Bradley, Harry Matthews, Ray Jeffcoat, Vera Harch, Beryl Down,        
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Ian Cullen, Patricia Sewell & Fred Wyman, Peter Coutes, Ray Tonkin, Bruce Beatts, John 
Peterson, Wendy Hoskin, Alan Layt, D.A.F. Mitchell, N.J. Case, Jill Casey, and Margaret L. 
Simmonds. 
 
Nellie died in December of that year but the Memorial Book Prize continued until the 1960s, 
when it too, appears to have stopped, most likely upon the death of Berta in 1967. 
 
The school library still uses the large timber bookcase, donated by the family, which has a 
plaque commemorating Henry’s fifteen years of service on the school’s committee and his 
term as chairman from 1917 to 1919. 
 
   
 
In the 1980s, after the death of Nellie’s two nieces Gwen and Edna Melrose, some of 
Henry’s personal items, which had been inherited by them, were catalogued for donation to 
a public institution. When the Melrose estate was dispersed, some of Henry’s possessions 
mistakenly ended up in the hands of an unscrupulous antique dealer and it is probable the 
items catalogued for donation ended up in his possession. 
 
These items were of significant historical value and were thought to have been given to 
either the John Oxley Library or the Queensland Museum. Sadly they do not appear in the 
records of either institution and despite exhaustive searching of other possible repositories, 
no evidence of the following items has been found.  
 
Souvenir coin -                    California The Exposition State San Francisco 1915 
                       (Panama Canal Completion Exposition) 
Commemorative Medal -  awarded by the Panama-Pacific International Exposition to 
               H.W. Mobsby 
Medals of Award -               1. Cereals & Grains and Native Grasses Exhibit 
                2. Tropical Products Display 
                       3. Wool Exhibit 
           4. Rubber Exhibit 
           5. Qld General Display Photos 
Mellin’s Art Medal 1896 - awarded to H.W. Mobsby - Photo Section 
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Commissioner’s Badge -    New Zealand and South Seas International Exhibition  
          (H.W. Mobsby Qld. Govt.)   
 
From January to March 2001 the State Library of Queensland presented a major exhibition 
entitled ‘From Colonies to Commonwealth’. A previously unidentified photograph album 
(API-45) was the catalyst for the exhibition. This album is now believed to be Henry’s work. 
His magnificent photographs show the celebrations outside the Treasury Building in Queen 
Street, the parade along William Street, the visit by the Imperial troops, and the Duke and 
Duchess of Cornwell and York, fresh from visiting Melbourne to proclaim Australia’s first 
parliament in May 1901. 
 
Almost 800 of his lantern slides were purchased by a Brisbane photographic historian from a 
garage sale in 2002. Consisting of images of the 1908 Franco-British Exhibition, the 1915 
Panama-Pacific Exposition, 1901 Queensland Federation celebrations and many showing the 
state’s primary industries, this collection is of great historical value and remains in the 
possession of the purchaser, who also owns Henry’s magic lantern. 
 
In 2016 the Indooroopilly Historical Society began the process of organising for a memorial 
plaque and seat to be erected on the corner of Clarence Road and Keating Street, at the site 
where young Arthur Mobsby drowned in 1905. They felt the Mobsby name had a significant 
connection to the suburb. At time of publication, the memorial seat is in place but the 
accompanying sign giving details of Arthur’s story is still in the process of being completed. 
 
 
Original Mobsby family of Indooroopilly - 1917 
Standing left to right: Cis, Nellie, Ben and William 
Seated left to right: Berta, Henry, Leonard and Edith 
 
136 
 
 
AFTERWORD 
 
 
To say that Henry Mobsby was the most prolific photographer of Queensland for his time is 
no idle boast. From the beginning of his employment with the Department of Agriculture 
until his retirement more than 30 years later, he travelled widely throughout Queensland 
photographing industry and scenery everywhere he went. These images were used in many 
government publications, printed as postcards for distribution at international exhibitions 
and used as lantern slides to illustrate lectures given by him and other various government 
officials. 
 
His framed enlargements graced the walls of the department’s exhibit every year at the 
Brisbane Agriculture Show and much of his photographic work was used in several series of 
topographical postcards printed prior to the First World War. One series of postcards known 
as the ‘Coloured Shell Series’, are now much sought after by collectors. 
 
His work was seen by millions but the majority of this huge photographic archive does not 
bear his name. It was his job, and one which he performed with a passion. 
 
My use of the numerous newspaper articles praising his work has been to illustrate why he 
was referred to as “a most valuable officer” and it also brings the language of those times 
into the narrative. 
 
In the Australian Dictionary of Biography, he has a shared entry with Frederick Wills, but 
given Henry’s accomplishments during his career, he definitely deserves an entry of his own. 
 
 
......................................................................................... 
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